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255 yards from the platform,along a piece of straight road leading to the platform. At soor as it had passed, the goods Accidents appertaining
train made one or two shunts into sidings leading out of the one on which it had been standing, and then drew ahead until to the Management,
it again stood on the main line, nearer to the platform than the curved cross over road befoie referred to, and the driver

The straighnpiece^f road, along which the Woolwich train passed to the station, was thus left clear, and accordingly ^inflrsftmm diumdne’
the up signal tor the 11.15 a.m. up Hroxboume train was lowered from "danger” to "caution,” to enable it to come 1

nerationa * ^ *
forward.

The ibuutcr then went to the Inspector to receive his orders regarding the disposal of thorcstol the trucks of the goods
train, which were intended for sidings lying north of the dowu main line, and was told he must wait till the Broxboume
train had arrived.

The Broxboume train arrived at its proper time at 12.20 p.m. ; it consisted of lour at triages, and as it approached the
curved cross over portion of the ui> main line, the driver saw that the goods train was in the act of backing out towards
him, and he immediately reversed nil engine and put on the steam the reverse way, whistled for the guard’s break, and did
all in his power to reduce his speed, which he estimates at four or fivo miles an hour when he struck the last of the goods
trucks and knocked it off the rails, breaking the buffer plank of hisown engine and the buffers.
'Fhe pointsman at the commencement ot this curved portion of the up main line, seeing that a collision was inevitable,

very properly allowed the points to drop to their natural position, so that the two trains might strike each other fairly
instead of permitting the Broxboume train to pass along the straight road, as in that case the goods trucks would have
struck the jiassenger carriages on the side, and probably have caused some very serious accidents. As it was, nine persons
are stated to have been slightly hurt by the collision.

The driver of the goods train states that after standing about eight minutes where he had been directed to stop by ths
shunter, he heard some one call out, " Come b o c k h e admits that he did not see any one; and he says that he thought the
voice was like that of the shunter. The fireman supports the driver's statement, but*there is no other corroboration.

1 am informed that the practice in the Bishopsgate yard, with regard to shunting operations, is,
signalled to go ahead or go back, by means of waving the hand ami by word of mouth during the day, and by waving a
white light and by word of mouth by night The driver of the goods train states that he has frequently beeii moved by
word of mouth alone, without any waving of the hand or of a light ; but the bulk of the testimony is the other way.
Thereare no written or printed regulations on the subject, and it is therefore solely a question of practice.

The driver of the goods train further states that when he backed his train, in accordance with the call, he had no idea
that he was going along the curved cross over road, but imagined that he was going back once more into the siding, at he
saw the semaphore arm down for an up train to come in.

With regard to the cause of the accident, 1 have no doubt that it was occasioned by the carelessness of the driver, and
a loose wav of conducting the shunting in the yard ; and I am of opinion that proper instructions on the subject of
signalling tor the shunting of trains should form part of those issued for the guidance of drivers and shunters.

1have, Ac.

that the drivers are

Captain Gabon, Royal Engineer!.
Ire. ie. hr. W. YOLLAND,

Litvt.- Cal. Royal Engineers.
EAST LANCASHIRE RAILWAY.

icav Department. Board of
Whitehall, Avgust 2, 1856.Trade,Hail

Sia,
1» compliance with the instructions contained in your letter of the 30th ultimo, I have the honour to report, for the

information of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, the result of iny inquiry into the circumstances
which attended the accident, that occurred on the 26th ultimo, near the Bury Station of the Eai»t Lancashire Hailway.

•As will be seen by the enclosed diagram, there are some points (marked A) on the main line, 833 yards to the south of
the Bury Station, leading to the company’s engine shed and workshops, and the sidings connected with them ; and there is
a signal at 80 yards from these points, and between them ami the station, for their protection.

it iistated that the shunting from the sidings in the neighbourhood of this signal occupies sometimes three or four hours
in the course of the day, but that at other times there is not more than an engine going twice to and fro in the same
period.

It has not been customary to station a signalman at this point ; but it has been considered the duty of each driver, who
required to pass from these sidings to the main line, to see that the signal was turned to "danger" before he did so; and, in
fmeu a notice-board pointed out that the drivers were responsible in this respect.

An engine proceeding from the shed to the station, along the siding which contains the pit marked in the diagram
to join the main line at A, then to run eighty yards up the wrong line to the signal, and there to cross to its proper line.

Thegradicnt falls1 in 132 from the station.
Such being the position and mode of working of the sidings, the points, ond the signal, I will now proceed to detail the

circumstances connected with the accident.
On the 26th ultimo, a driver WM standing by the side of a new engine, which was over the pit near the shed, as his

fireman returned from dinner; and, finding that it was necessary that he should go to the station for coke and water, he
then directed the fireman to set the signal to "danger,” that he might get out on the main line. The fireman obeyed him,
and he movrd forward to the main line; but he had no sooner reached it than he was run into by a passenger train from
the station at considerable speed.

This driver could not have seen the passenger train approaching until be was near the main line, on account of the
position of the sheds,and he was too much engaged with the pet taps of his new engine to observe it when be might have
done so. The fireman, as toon os he had turned on the signal, heard a whistle from, and then saw, the approaching
passenger train ; but did not succeed in attracting the attention of his driver in sufficient time to prevent the catastrophe.

The goods manager of the company, who was riding on the passenger engine, unfortunately sustained a compound
fracture of his leg below the knee in attempting to jump off, but the secretary of the company, who was also on the engine,
th« driver, and the fireman escaped unhurt. The guard was slightly cut by the van window, and two passengers received
contusions.

The passenger train left Bury at 1.51 p.rn., one minute late, and the driver was travelling at the rale of 25 or 26 miles
an hour, and w as w ithin 150 yards of the signal, when he suddenly saw the fireman turn it to 4* danger.” He therefore
whistled for the breaks, and seeing the new engine coming on the line reversed his engine, und did his best to pull up.
He wo* unable, however, to reduce his speed by more than about 10 miles an hour on so heavy a gradient ; and the
collision would have been even more severe but from the circumstance that the van and two carriages were fitted with
Mr. Newell's break, which was applied by the guard upon hearing the whistle of the driver. tNo blame can be attached to the servants of the company who were with the passenger train, but undoubtedly the driver
of the new engine was guilty of great carelessness in bringing his engine on the main line without looking to see whether
a train was in sight, and particularly when a passenger train was due.

The great cause of the collision, however, was the want of a signalman for the control of this means of communication
with the main line; and I am happy to be able to enclose copy ot a regulation which has been issued to the two men wbo
have been appointed since the accident to perform that duty.

I may add that tbe»c men should be supplied with time bills, and the means of knowing the correct time, in order that
they may not only prevent obstructions on the main line when trains are in sight, but also provide against dangers
from this cause when trains are to be expected, as well as that a distant signal toward# the station should be erected for
their use. to be worked by a wire from the present signal. The latter precaution is the more necessary because fogs are
not uofrequenron this part of the line.

1 have, &c.
71« Secretary of the

Bailway Department, Board of Trade.

, has

H. W. TVLIS,
CayL Royal Engineert.

Enclosure.
EAST LABCASHIES RAILWAY

Notice.
Sidings at Buckley Welle. Engine Shed.

Before any en^iue is removod from the sidings llio driver must receive notice from tbs signalman specially appointed by tbs

No engine must leave the sidings for the main line, or commence to shunt from one riding to another, until the driver has been
aasurcdny the appointed signalman that the main line is dear and properly protected by signals or othorwi.se.

The signals are not to he worked either in the cUy or night axcept by tho persons specially appointed by the company to
discharge that duty.

Loco.Dept., Bury, August 1, 1656.
1 hereby acknowledge receipt of copy of the above.

August 1, 1856.
I hereby acknowledge reoript of copy of the above

August t, 18M.
B. PABKIisos, Day Signalroan

Joxv BAWIVOID.Night Bigualmau.
(Signed)

( Bigaed)
I
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