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botween 6 o’clock on Friday evening and 6 o’clock on
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night and day men without bringing in a relief man.
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GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY,

ran Into the tender of the goods train at & speed of
25 to 30 miles an hoar,

The engine and the front wheels of the tender of
the passenger train were thrown off the line and
damaged, and the three coaches of this train were
damaged. The tender of the goods engice was
knocked off the rails, and the two axles nearest to the
passenger engine were broken. The deiver and fire-
mon and guard and two passengers in the express train
were hurt, The driver of the goods engine, who was
on the side-plate of his engine, wag thrown off, and
had  his collar bone broken. This man had not
sufliciently recovered from the aceident, to give his
evidence on the 15th instans.

The signalman at Stanningley obscrved that a part
of the goods train had been detrched, and was moving
forward at the east end of the station, with the
apparent objeet of crossing to the goods yard, As he
had taken off the signals for the down express train,
he sent one of the station porters to stop the goods
engine from crossing. The porter could not get to
the goods engine in time to prevent its crossing.  The
signalman committed an error of judgment in not
keeping his signals at danger ageinst the express,
until he was satisfied that the goods engine would
remain where it was. At all events he should have
put back his down-line signals to danger, as soon as
he suspected that the goods engine was geoing to move
backwards across the down line.

Fhe yard shunter, who sltered the points for the
goods engine to cross the down line, without having
obtained the signalmen’s leave to send the goods
engine across, showed great ignorance of proper rail-
way working. This shunter had net been two
months in railway employment; he held the points for
the goods engine to cross the down line at the time that
the down-line signals were lowered for the express.
The superintendent of the Great Northern Railway
Company stated, thas the Company has some difficulty
at the present time, in procuring experienced men for
the many reguirements of their line ; but I think that
the station-master at Stanningley showed a want of
judgment, in selecting s man of less than two months’
experience, for so difficult and responsible a duty ns
that of yard shunter, at a station where there is so
much work to do, as there is at Stanningley.

The divect cause of the accident was the neglect
of the engine-driver and fireman of the goods engine.

The former went forward to oil his engine at a time
that he should have been attending to the driving of
his engine, )

This man could not appear to give his evidence,
and it is possible that the fireman may have started
the cngine before the engine-driver was aware of his
intention to do so, and before the latter could get back
to the fool-plate to prevent the accident; but the
fireman stated that the engine-driver told him to
go on.

This man had beenr employed as & fiveman on the
Great Northern Railway for about six yearvs, Ile
showed how unfit he is, for anything but a subordinate
situation, by his moving the engine across the line, with-

out fixst calling for and obtaining the signalman’s
permission to do so, e actually started his engine,
3
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at & time when the down-line signalswere lowered
for the down express train.

The Great Northern Railway Company propose to
re-srenngo the whoele of. the _signais and points s
Stanningley, on the locking prmmp}c, ag soon as they
make the junction ab that station for their new line
to Pudsey,

T would snggest thal this work should be done st
once at Stanningley, und that & rule should be issued
forbidding any person, except the engine-driver, from

Copies of the above report were sent to the Great Northern and Tancashive and Yorkshire Railway Companies
on the 8th April. .

ruming engines on the passenger lines, or to an
point where the engines will insertero with thy
passenger lines, and also forbidding any ‘engine froy
being moved, unless tho engine-driver and an assistang
are on he engine. ‘

T have, &e.,
I, T Riuot, .

Licut-Colonel, B

Uhe Seeretary,
(Ruilway Deparément),
Board of Trade.

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY. \

Board of Trade,
(Raitway Department),
Whitehall, 28th February 1872,

T mavE the honour to report, for the information
of the Board of Trade, in obedience to your minute of
the 15th ult., the result of my inquiry into the cir-
cumstances that attended an accident to a coal train,
which oceurred on the 7th ult., near Tredegar Junc-
tion station on the Taff Vale Bxtension of the Grreat
Western Railway, on which occasion the fireman of
the second engine of the train, Iidward Grilliths, was
killed, and the driver very seriously i) ared.

It appesrs, that the 12h. 80m, a.an. conl-train from
Pontypool Road to Aberdare eonsisted, on the morn-
ing in question, of bwo fank engines, six loaded, and
53 empty waggons, and a break vam. Tt left Ponty-
pool Road aé 5h. 20m. a.ne. having been vendered thus
Inte in starting owing to o late arvival at Pontypool
TRoad from Aberdare, caused by an accident to another
train, about 3 miles from Aberdare, on the previeus
evening.

Thig eoal-trait was assisted up the steep incline of
1 in 45 from Pontypool Road to Blacndare sidings (3%
miles) by another engine behind the train; and after
it had got over the swmmit, it proceeded down the
incline at the ordinary speed, which is limited fo
8 miles an bowr, over the Crumbin Viaduet; and
the driver of the leading engine informed me, thab
in order to pass Crumlin station, six miles from Ponty-
pool Road, he was running with the steam on between
Cromlin station and Penners -crossing, 74 miles from
Pontypool Road, down an incline of 1 in 132, and
without steam from Penmers erossing to Tredegar
Junction station, 8% miles from Pontypool Road, alze
down 1 in 135, at the rate of about 15 miles an hour ;
that ag they passed Tredegar dJunction station he
turned the steam again on, and the speed was, in con-
sequence, somewhat increased; and when they had
passcél the station about 200 yards, the dviver of the
seeond engine sounded the break-whistle, and, in cou~
sequenee, the engines were brouglit nearly to a stand-
still; and as they were stopping o0 suddenly, the
dviver of the leading engine found ouf that the two
engines had separated from the train of waggous,
As soon as he discovered this he turned the steam Lutl
on and endeavomred to get into quick running again 3
but when they were going abont four miles an hour
the engines were overtaken and run into by the train
of coal waggons, about 6 a.m., nemly half a mile west
of Tredegar Junction station,

Tt also appears that the coupling between ihe
second cngine and the leading waggon had become
unhooked, but had not broken.

‘Phe effect of the collision was to throw 11 waggons
at the front of the train off the rails, one hialf 4o the
right and tho remajnder to the left of the lines
Blocking both lines of way.

The leading waggon was forced on to the top of
the second cngine by the shoek of the collision and
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greatly damaged ik The trafling buffers were smashed
the coal bunkers broken down, bent forward, and
partly carried away 5 the gouge glass and steam press:
sure gauge wore broken ; break damnged, while the
westher board was levelled down ; and some damogg
wag also done to the cover of the dome and to the
water tauk, side rails, and side connecting rods
Three of the waggons were badly broken and eigh
others move or less damaged. :

The wnfortunate fireman was found jammed betwooe
the coal bunkers and the fire box of the engine
standing erect, us if he had been attending to hi
break 3 bub he died in a few minnes.

Tt is surmised that the engines and the frain fra
velled together, without separating, down the greator
part of the ineling of 132-§, unbil the steam wa
turned on ab Tredegar Junction station, as the signral
man on duty there states, that when the enging
passed him ke noticed that both had the steam on, ang
that they were fravelling ab the usual speed, and b
d@id not notice as the trucks passed him, that th
leading onc was uncoupled from the engines ; bu
when they renched the home-signal at the west en
of the station platform, he noticed that there was
space between the engines and the teieks.  The nigh
is described us being very darle, with drizzling rain o
the time. The grard says it was o very rough night

Nothing is known as to whero the leading waggo
pecame detached from the engine, or what occasione
it :

The engine had a chain with o hook ab the end, an
the waggon had a hook, shaclkle, and two lnks. Th
hook of the engine chain was passed into the ghaekt
of tho waggon, and thus it was only fastened by’
single attachment, The dvaw-bar of the engine ha
no hook at its extremity. :

The driver of the second engine discovered that th
engines had separated from the trucks wlhen he looke
back, after turning on the steam at "Lredegar Junetio
station, when he had got about 200. yards from H
atation, and then he sounded the bresk-whistle, T
had been driving sbout 18 months, but only as
regular driver for four months. I he had had mof
experience ib is probable that he would not hav
soundod the break-whistle, as that induced the drive
of the leading engine to pull up suddenly. He saf
Tie did not shut off the steam on his own engine.

I the break-whistle had not been sounded, i
probability is that the trucks would not have com
into contact with the second engine, and this sexiol
aocidens would not have eecurred.

There is great room for improvement in the man™
in which trucks are coupled together, and L dom
think that this coupling should be a single one. L&
impossible also o lose sight of the vory large nu ot
of aceidents that happen to the Companies’ serve?
from having to get bebween the trucks either to couf
or uncouple them. _
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