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between 6 o’clock on Friday evening and 6 o’clock on
to change the duties of the

without bringing in a relief man.
I have, &c.

The Secretary, C. S. HUTCHINSON,
(Railway Departonent ), Lieut,-Col.,R,E.

Board of Trade.
sent to the Company on the 22ml March.

. «o that the signal-
Blanch junctio^nation of coming Monday morning, so

U
'Uvwcd of '•|® yt0 b0 mistaken than night and day

by somethin" teW 1

as
menL »

add that at Port Carlisle
inationable practiceexists

at a spellmm
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GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY,MS118
1 S/7, March 1872. ran into the tender of the goods train at a speed of

iHl Mam ie fr,^ 25 to 30 miles an hour.
IN compliance with the inr _ ]l0n0iu* The engine and the front wheels of the tender of
minute of the 22nd nltim » , i 0f Trado, the passenger train were thrown off the line and

*-U »«i «*« » « »«*» «f a.» <»» wo
the 19th damaged. The tender of the goods engine was

%i the Great Northern knocked off the rails, and the two axles nearest to the
lliiat Stetwingley station, on, me u passenger engine were broken. The driver and fire-
IHPIM . I 1 HH VnvT-shire Railway Company man and guard and two passengers in the express tram

this section of the Great were hurt. The driver of the goods engine, who was
, - Boyegot running|o • - on the side-plate of his engine, was thrown off, and

IMHBHn^on. tho Great Northern goods had his collar hone broken. This man had not
Vn I A.L to leave Bradford at 6.25 p.111, sufficiently recovered from the accident, to give his

arrived nt Sfminingley about 7 40 p.m. evidence on the 13th instant,
life came to iv stand at the up-lino platform. Hie Ihe signalman at fctanmngley observed that a part

- Ganshin mirecls were put into tho train, and the of the goods train had been detached, and was moving
S^ira4*d-:cn«nue-driver (if the train were told, that forward at tho cast end of the station, with tho
- 1 there were three waggons of goods that were to be apparent object of crossing to the goods yard. As ho

sltnkfe&Aiifwilh the train. These waggons wore in the had taken off the signals for tho down express train,
cowls vard, which is situated at tho souther down- lie sent one of the station porters to stop the goodsfMPPgJa.e railway. engine from crossing. The porter could not get to

fcHe. tranship parcels had been put in, tho goods engine in time to prevent its crossing. The

^^^p|^dds|train was taken to the east end of the signalman committed an error of judgment in not
Citation, where there is a cross-over line to the goods keeping his signals at danger against the express,

until ho was satisfied that the goods engine would
Jlthe guard of the goods train detached the tender, remain where it was. At all events he should have

^tho engine, and the front waggon from the rest of the put back his down-line signals to danger, as soon as
as it stopped at the cast end he suspected that the goods engine was going to move

station. These vehicles were taken backwards across the down line.g||P^<|8b as to clear tho cross-over road,and then the The yard shunter, who altered the points for the
l^^tmgley station shunter, held the points of the goods engine to cross the down line, without having

f°l* the detached portion of the goods obtained ( he signalman’s leave to send the goods
back into the goods yard, and be there engine across, showed great ignorance of proper rail-

*"0.goods waggons that were to be taken way working. This shunter had not been two
ytanninglcy. months in railway employment; he held the points for

| at Stanningley is stationed in a the goods engine to cross the down line at the time thata.fc ^10 east cwd of tho down-lino plat- the down-line signals were lowered for the express.
81gfnilman was aware that the goods The superintendent of the Great Northern Kailway

hue, td tlm «° *"?° *r°m ^10 UP hue, across the down Company stated, that the Company has some difficulty
Sfeoods n f°°( S ^ai (^ toteh the three waggons of at the present time, in procuring experienced men for

before doi Cptom a ^ ^10 station has been, that, the many requirements of their line ; but I think that
whistles aCl H * ^?° cn»bic-driver shall give three the station-master at Stanningley showed a want of
signaltnaVi^ ml> ^ ^10 ra*dway is clear, and tho judgment, in selecting a man of less than two months’
lines, he sh^l]

C^*
U*C^ < 0 a^ow ^10 CIJginc to cross the experience, for so difficult and responsible a duty as

to do s0 |,y , ?l the signal for tho engine-driver that of yard shunter, at a station where there is so
light by nndVt ujntmg a white flag by day, or a white much work to do, as there is at Stanninglcy.
signalman *]l0 \ bUV.\ 11)0 on^nc not to cross, the The direct cause of the accident was the neglect
wight. "s <l rec* by day, or a red light by of the engine-driver and fireman of the goods engine.

On (he prcs . The former went forward to oil his engine at a time
tl'ain after ,iL i • occaston the guard of the goods that ho should have been attending to the driving of
went’nc£iSf,clun« ^nt portion of the train, b

went to shift ,1
l° ^?oc ,s yav(^ wiul the station shunter

^wguie-drivoi* L° l)0la < s °*- the cross-over road.
. , °ngine on\Uli f0nvar(1 011 tho foot-plate to oil

8lvbig anv LA • ^ ,c broman, without whistling or
order to »

lcc> flirted the engine backwards in

^•H'he dowiLlhAf1.* *bo down line to the goods yard,
b^ tho LanCa^hirA!gnn f ^a{l 1,0011 towered at this time g

which is tin \nt ^01'kshire express passengeritonchester. u lcd to toavo Leeds at 7.28 p.m. for
; Wore evossiT 0^011’ ^be goods engine, and thelAuumSf tll° cl°wn lino at the moment

1bo spot .ln i alul Yorkshire down express
’ 4 C 110 eilgbie of the express train

his engine.
This man could not appear to give his evidence,

The and it is possible that the fireman may have started
the engine before the engine-driver was aware of his
intention to do so, and before the latter could get back
to the foot-plate to prevent the accident; but the
fireman stated that the engine'driver told him to
go on.

This man had been employed as a fireman on the
Great Northern Railway for about six years. lie
showed how unfit he is, for anything but a subordinate
situation, by his moving the engine across the line, with-
out first calling for and obtaining the signalman’s
permission to do so. He actually started his engine,

I) 3
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at a time when the down-line signals' were lowered running engines on the passenger lines, or to any 3
for the down express train. point where the engines will interfere with theJfi

The Great Northern Xlaihvay Company propose to passenger lines, and also forbidding any -engine from mm
re-arrange the whole of. the signals and points at being moved, unless tho engine-driver and an assistant Ilf
Stanningley, on the locking principle, as soon as they arc on the engine,

make the junction at that station for their new lino 1 have, &c.,
to Pudsey. rBhe Secretary, E. II. RICH,

I would suggest that this work should bo done at (Railway Department), Lieut.-Colonel, R.Fh:^once at Stanningley, and that a rule should be issued Board of Trade.
forbidding any person, except the engine-driver, from

%•X

I1
Copies of the above report were sent to the Great Northern and Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Companies Ilf

on the 8th April,
'vSg
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GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY.

greatly damaged it. The trailing buffers were smashed ,m
tho coal bunkers bi*oken down, bent forward, aml|i
partly carried away ; tho gauge glass and steam press-.m
sure gauge wore broken ; break damaged, while the®
weather board was levelled down ; and some damage®
was also done to the cover of the dome and to the®
water tank, side rails, and side connecting rods.®
Three of the waggons wore badly broken and eight®
others more or less damaged.

The unfortunate fireman was found jammed between|
the coal bunkers anil the fire box of the cngiuc-p
standing erect, as if he had been attending to his|f
break ; but he died in a few minutes.

It is surmised that the engines and the train tra^gp
veiled together, without separating, down the greater^part of the incline of 132-5, until the steam was"®
turned on at Tredegar Junction station, as the signal-||
man on duty there states, that when the engines®
passed him he noticed that both had the steam on, and*
that they were travelling at tho usual speed, and hefjl
did not notice as the trucks passed him, that thtiH
loading one was uncoupled from the engines ; bu|||
when they reached the home-signal at the west en(l|j|
of tho station platform, he noticed that there was ftji
space between the engines and the trucks. The night®
is described as being very dark, with drizzling rain at||
the time. The guard says it was a very rough nighhfjj

Nothing is known as to where the leading waggon®
became detached from the engine, or what occasioned j

Board of Trade,
(Railway Department),

Whitehall, 28^A February 1872.
I HAVE the honour to report, for the information

of the Board of Trade, in obedience to your minute of
tho 15th ult., the result of my inquiry into the cir-
cumstances that attended an accident to a coal train,
which occurred on the 7th ult., near Tredegar Junc-
tion station on the Taff Vale Extension of the Great
Western Railway, on which occasion the fireman of
the second engine of the train, Edward Griffiths, was
killed, and tho driver very seriously injured.

It appears, that the 12h. 30m. turn, coal-train from
Pontypool Road to Aberdare consisted, on tho morn-
ing in question, of two tank engines, six loaded, and
53 empty waggons, and a break van. It left Ponty-
pool Road at 5h. 20m. a.m. having been rendered thus
late in starting owing to a late arrival at Pontypool
Road from Aberdare, caused by an accident to another
train, about 3 miles from Aberdare, on the previous
evening.

This coal-train was assisted up the steep incline of
1 in 45 from Pontypool Road to Blaendare sidings (Si-
miles') by another engine behind the train ; and after
it had got over the summit, it proceeded down the
incline at the ordinary speed, which is limited to
8 miles an hour, over the Crumlin Viaduct ; and
the driver of the leading engine informed me, that
in order to pass Crumlin station,six miles from Ponty-
pool Road, he was running with the steam on between
Crumlin station and Penners crossing, 7£ miles from
Pontypool Road, down an incline of 1 in 132, and
without steam from Penners crossing to Tredegar
Junction station, 8^ miles from Pontypool Road, also
down1 in 135, at the rate of about 15 miles an hour ;
that as they passed Tredegar Junction station he
turned the steam again on, and the speed was, in con-
sequence, somewhat increased ; and when they had
passed the station about 200 yards, the driver of the
second engine sounded the break-whistle, and, in con-
sequence, the engines were brought nearly to a stand-
still ; and as they were stopping so suddenly, the
driver of the leading engine found out that tho two
engines had separated from the train of waggons.
As soon as he discovered this he turned the steam full

and ^
endeavoured to get into quick running again ;

but when they were going about four miles an hour
the engines were overtaken and run into by the train
of coal waggons, about 6 a.m., nearly half a mile west
of Tredegar Junction station.

It also appears that the coupling between the
second engine and the leading waggon had become
unhooked, but had not broken.

The effect of the collision was to throw 11 waggons
at the front of the train off the rails, one half to the
right and tho remainder to the left of the line ;
blocking both lines of way.

The leading waggon was forced on to the top of
the second engine by the shock of the collision and

SIR,

it. i
The engine had a chain with a hook at the end, andS

the waggon had a hook, shackle, and two links. The If
hook of tho engino chain was passed into the shackle|f
of tho waggon, and thus it was only fastened by a||
single attachment. The draw-bar of the engine had|i
no hook at its extremity.

The driver of the second engine discovered that fcbfraa
engines had separated from the trucks when lie looked®
back, after turning on the steam at Tredegar Junction|
station, when he had got about 200 yards from tho j
station, and then he sounded the break-whistle. H°||
had been driving about 18 months, but only as i*||
regular driver for four months. If he had had inoi^gg
experience it is probable that he would not liavgjg|
sounded the break-whistle, as that induced the drivel’ ll
of the leading engine to pull up suddenly. He say^lf
he did not shut off the steam on his own engine.

If the break-whistle had not been sounded, tli?S|
probability is that the trucks would not have coiflftjl
into contact with the second engine, and this serio$j|
accident would not have occurred. I;i|

There is great room lor improvement in the man114J
in which trucks are coupled together, and I doffJ|
think that this coupling should be a single one. R -Jj
impossible also to lose sight of the very large niunMIl
of accidents that happen to the Companies’ servafljjgf
from having to get between the trucks either to coupi^or uncouple them.
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