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nfurarioa is, it appeara, perfnail tt the ftation M the Mine description, though not itMiulad
BM % day, >ad hoi hewn no for mmijr years. The
mthr VM very had on this particular night, and
Holding aiut, apparently, here allowed the vehicles
w gain a little too mueh speed before he applied the
break*.

results,on previous occasions, within the last IK) years,,
in working in a aimihr manner. This mode of work-
ing cannot be considered satisfactory. It need not ite
so much resorted to ; but it can hardly he altogether
avoided as long as the station remains iu its present

The accident was thus occasioned by a want of oondition. The true remedy that is required, in order
niftriant care on the part of the guard in not applying that the mode of working may be improved, is a
hi* break so eoou or so firmly as he ought to have dune general re-arrangement of the station, wUioh would
a* his vehicles ran hack down a gradient of 1 in 40 entail much espouse, but which is uqgently requited

CM nearly level line, for other reasons as well a* with a view to the pre-
vention of aooidauts of this dueoription.

1 have, he,,
H W. TILE*.

for about 100 yards, to a portion
combined with the fact that the rails were in a slip-
pery condition, and the night was a very had one.
The guard, on measuring the distance from the point
at which his vehicles started to the point at which the
oulliidan occurred, found it to be 100 yards.

1 learn that there have been several accidents of

The Soaratary,
(Uadlway De

Board
apartment ),

of Trade.

Printed copies of the above report wore sent to the Company on the 27th November.

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY.
Plymoutĥ 1\H November 1874. by a red light on a tail lamp belonging to tho glint'd

I HAW the honour to report, for the informs- of the train, which had been plaoed ou the tender MU

lion of the Board of Trade, in compliance with the as to show a danger-signal towards Miles Plaiting
instruction* contained in your minute of the 29th oik, station, the tendor being behind the engine,
the result of my inquiry into the circumstances which Tha 6.46 pm. down
attended a collision that occurred on the 24th ultimo, station to Oldham and
between a passenger train and a coal train, near Miles engine and six carriages. It reached Milos Plattmu
Platting station, on the Lancashire and Yorkshire station at 6.62 p.in., aud left at 6.64, the signalman
Railway, when tan passengers are stated to have been on duly in the junction signal box taking off die down
uyored, but most of the injuries received are believed main line starting signal for the train to prooood, oh-
to hr slight serving, at the same time, that the Brewery siding

The main line of the Lancashire and Yorkshire down main line distant-signal was on at 44 danger ”
Railway between Victoria station, Manchester, and against this train.
Mike Platting station, 1J miles apart, is worked, with The driver of this passenger train had, in tin1 first
the aaistanos of the electric telegraph, oo the abso- instance, stated that all the down-sipial* were of!' for
Isle block system ; but as there are extensive sidings him to proceed ; but, when questioned, he inlorm'Ml
and loop lines at Miles Platting, the working on this me that the Brewery siding down main lino distant-
system is suspended between Miles Platting junction signal was on at 44 danger," hut that hr could not sec
signs!box and the Brewery riding rignal box, which it, nor the light on the tender of the Ardwick goodh
ii shoot 607 yards to the east of the former. Thereare train, until he got to within 20 yards of the di»iant-
also advance or starting signals at the eastern end of signal, on account of steam from the engine, and from
the Miles Platting station down platform,worked from a pilot engine which wa* on the up loop line. SuImb-
ibe Miles Platting junction rignal box,and distant 210 quently, ne declared, contradicting what hr had pre-
yards from it; and 47 ywds beyond the down starting viously stated, that the Brewery siding main line
signals, there is a down dirtaut-uignal worked from down distant-signal was on, and he saw it before
the Brewery riding signal box,besides twodown home- he started from Miles Platting station, but that the
ngnals at the Brewery riding signal box,one of which down home-signal was off, and he took it u > lie a
is for the main down line (the upper), and the other signal for him to proceed, and that hr was not running
for tbs down loop line, winch lies on the north ride
of the main down line, and is entered by a pair of place, about 6.65 p.m. ; his engine war thrown off

ng-points on the main down line, situated opposite the rails, and had both buffers broken, while llw
to the Miles Platting station down marring signals. other engine was slightly damaged.

On the evening in question, an engine and tender, There is no douM that fh? main line down liotni?-
with 14 loaded waggons, reached Miles Platting junc- signal was taken off, but not until after the collision
lion by the branch up Una from Ardtiok, and after had actually taken place,—and thou it was taken off ,
waiting some short time, this train was backed across as a signal to another pilot-engine which had come
to sad thro pushed along the mam down line part off the down loop line at the Brewery siding junction,
the Mika Platting starting and stepped on the end had then been backed along the down main line

the down distant and down so hook on to the Ardwick goods waggons, and haul
lure nifslr worked from the Browcry siding signal them ahead for the purpose of * shunting (hem into the
box ; the engine end tender winch had brought the down sidings,
tram from Ardwiok, aad hud pushed it busk dong

SB,

r train from Victoriapassoago
Rockdale consisted of s tank -

more than five miles an hour when the collision look

foci

is down line

The collision was undoubtedly caused by the
in down Hues standing 190 yards inside or east neglect of the driver of the passenger train enginr in
down distort wigual This train would have not keeping a proper look out ahead, and in running

pauvd along the down loop liae, and thence been pest the distant-signal standing at 41 danger ~ without
tested into the dewa ridings If the down loop tine apparently taking any note of it ; but H sewn* that
M art at the rime been occupied by a ^racial goods this distant-signal, plaoed only 47 yards beyond thr

Milas Platting down starting signals, is constantly
passed by trains whilst standing at 41 danger/1 and thp
OompanyV regulations are indefinite, and, to a certain

the

by a
•.hr R

P* ** 8»Hit
of than

C c •
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This particular down distant-signal should be re-

moved, and the Miles Platting down starting signal*
should both bo slotted and controlled by the signal-
man in the Brewery siding signal box, who will know
far better than any one else when ho can safely allow
a train standing at Miles Platting station (which i* a
little more than & quarter of a mile off) to proceed
either by the down loop or down main line.

I have, &c.,
W. TOLLAND,

Colonel.

regulations, permit and encourage drivers to run past
distant-signals whilst standing at “ danger,” without
having previously brought their trains to a stand still,
so long will collisions continue to take place between
the distant and home-signals at stations and junctions.

It is literally a farce to tell a driver in charge of a
passenger train standing alongside of a station plat-
form, that he may start ami proceed, by lowering a
starting-signal, whilst a distant-signal 47 yards beyond
indicates that there is danger in his proceeding, some-
where between tho ilistuut and home-signals of the
junction or station to which he is going.

Printed copies of the above report were sent to the Company on tho 7th December.

The Secretary,
( Railway Department ),

Board of Trade.

LONDON AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY.

Liverpool, October Slst9 1874.
IN compliance with the instructions contained

in your minute, I have the honour to report, for the
information of the Board of Trade, the result of my
inquiry into the circumstances attending the accident
that occurred on the 9th of September, near the Huyton
Quarry station, on the London and North-Western
Railway.

In this case, after the 10 p.m. passenger train from
Liverpool for Manchester, in leaving the Huyton
Quarry station, had crossed the 9.10 p.m. express
train from Manchester for Liverpool, travelling in
the opposite direction, four door-handles, two door-
straps, and portions of the wood-work of a carriage-
door, were found lying on the ballast between the two
lines of rails. A passenger riding in the train for
Manchester, and in the compartment of the carriage
from which the door was wrenched, has complained
of injury.

A fireman, Richard Reilly, working with the
Whiston tank engine, was standing, with his engine
in the shed, on the east of the Huyton Quarry station,
when he heard a crash just after the train for Man-
chester had passed him in starting from the Huyton
Quarry station.
9.10 p.m. passenger train from Manchester for Liver-
pool passing in the opposite direction, at a speed
which he considered to be about 35 miles per hour.
It occurred to him that some of the passengers in one
of these trains might have had their heads out of the
carriages, and he took his hand-lamp and went east-ward along the line to ascertain what had occurred.
About 80 yards from the shed, and abont 140 yards
from the station, he found four door-handles, two door-
straps, and portions of a door which had been smashed,
all lying on the ballast or on the rails. Returning to
the station he met the signalman, and handed over to
him portions of the door, and the handles &c., which
be had found.

The signalman on duty at the Hayton Quarry
cabin, Hy. Beasley, lowered the signal in due course
for the train to start from Huyton Quarry for Man-
chester about 10.27 p.m, and saw it go away in due
course. He also saw the express train from Man-
chester for Liverpool passing him at full speed about
the same time. He thought he heard something un*

usual, but attributed it to the engine in the shed, until
he saw some one with a hand-lamp going up the line
towards Manchester. He then, as soon oe he had
received “ line clear” for the train, left big cabin, and
walked up the line to see what had occurred. He
received from the fireman of the tank-engine some
handles and straps of a door, and took them to the
station-master ; and he placed portions of a door, which
he found on the line, in the space between the two
lines of rails.

The engine-driver of the 10 p.m passenger train
from Liverpool for Manchester, Peter Kilshaw, started
from Huyton Quarry in due course,and was not aware

Sri;, of anything uhusual having occurred until he reached
the{l&inhill station. He was then told by 6ome pas-
sengers that a door had been ripped away from a
carriage. He went to examine the train with the
guard, and noticed that one door was gone from a
second or a third class carriage, but does not know
which.

The guard with this train, George Jenks, started
from Huyton Quarry with his train in due course.
The train consisted of an engine and tender, eight
carriages, and one break-van. He rode in the van,
which was the sixth vehicle from the engine. He feit
a “scrape ” on the side of his van, which he thought
must have been done by a piece of the communication-
cord, till he got to Rainhill, when a porter shouted
to him, to see some damage that was done to the train.
He found that one door had 4 been taken off a third-
class carriage, the second from the engine, and that
another door of the same carriage was damaged and
flying back. Three sash-lights had also been broken
m the carriage next behind the one which had lost
the door. The doors should have been all locked on
that side of the train, but he cannot say whether they
were locked on that evening.

The guard of the 9.10 p.m express train from Man-
chester for Liverpool, Isaac Marsden, states that he
left'Rainhillfcbout 10.18 p.m, running 26 minutes late ;
and he felt,as he was approaching the Huyton Quarry
station, that something scarred the side of the van.
When he reached the Edge Hill station, some of the
passengers called his attention to the windows of the
train on the offside, of which five or six in the car-
riages, and two of the projection windows of the
guard’s van, were broken.

George Coldwell, the fireman of the 9.10 p.m passen-
ger train from Manchester for Liverpool, states that as
he was approaching the Huyton Quarry station, leaning
over the side of his engine, and looking to the front,
he saw a train pass him in the opposite direction.
His own train was going at a sharp speed. It wa<
quite dark, and he felt, as the other train passed, that
the tender was struck by something ; and immediately
afterwards, finding some broken pieces of glass on the
tender, he came to the conclusion it must have been
an open door in the other train. He went along the
train with the guard, on the arrival of the train at
Edge Hill, and found several windows broken.

On examination of the part of the line on which
the above portions of door were found, I observe that
there is an intermediate space of only 4 ft. 4Jin. in
place of 6 ft. between the two lines of rails.

The Liverpool and Manchester railway was origi-
nally constructed with 4 ft. 8^ in. of intermediate
space between the lines of rails ; but there appears to
be no explanation as to why even that amount of inter-
mediate spaoe has been still further narrowed for
about 100 yards in this neighbourhood ; and there
is ample space, and no difficulty in the way of
widening it oat to 6 feet. I understand that tbs

He saw at the same time the
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