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opiration i3, it appears, parfarmad at the station 38
tmes 8 day, abd has bean @0 for many years. The
weathor wes very bad on this particular might, and
Holdiag wust, apparently, have allowed the vehinles
w gain a litde o mueh speed before he applied the

The accident was thus oocasioned by s want of
aufficient care on the part of the guard in not spplying
his break 80 saou or so firmly us he ought 1o have dune
&5 bis vehicles ran back dowa noﬁnd.ientof 1in 40
for sbout 100 yards, to s portion of nearly level line,
combined with the fact that the rails were in a slip-
pery ocondidon, and the night was a vary had ome.
The guard, on measuring the distanoce from the point
at which his vehicles started to the point et which the
aullisian oocurred, found it to be 180 yards.

1leara that there have been several aocidents of

the same desoription, though not attanded
reaults, an previous oocasions, within the last 30 yeurs,
in working in & similar manner. This mode of work-
ing cannot be considered satisfactory. lt need not be
60 much resorted to ; but it can hardly be altogether
svoided a5 long es the station remaine i its present
oondition. The true remedy that is required, in order
that the mode of working may Le improved, i a
general re-arrangement of the station, which would
entail muob expanss, but which is urgently required
for other ressons as woll s with & view 10 the pre-
veution of socidents of this desoription.
1 Lave, &c,,
The ,

H W. TrLex,
( A spariment ),
Rmof Trade.

Printed copies of the above report were sent to the Company on the 27th Novembar.,

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIBE RAILWAY.

Plymouth, 21s¢ November 1874.

1 5ave the bonour to report, for the informa-
tion of the Board of Trede, in compliance with the
instructions oontained in your minute of the 29th ult,,
the result of my inquiry into the circumstances which
attended & collision that cecurred on the 24th ultimo,
between & train snd a coal train, near Miles
Platting station, on the Lancashire and Yorkshire
Railway, when ten are stated to have been
injared, but most of the injuries recsived are believed
10 be alight.

The main line of the Lancashire and Yorkshire
Railway between Victoria station, Manchester, and
Miles Platting station, 1§ miles , is worked, with
the assistance of the electric telegraph, on the abso-
late block system ; but as theve are extensive sidings
ond loop lines st Miles Platting, the working on this
fystem is suspended between Miles Platting junction
signal box and the Brewery siding signal box, which
is about 687 yards to the east of the former. Thereare
slw advance or starting signals st the eastern end of
the Miles Platting station dowa platform, worked from
the Milee Platting junction signal box, and distant 210
yards from it; and 47 beyond the down starting
signals, there is & down distant-signal worked from
the B siding signal box, besides two down home-
mgnale at the Brewery siding signal box, one of which
is for the main down line (the upper), and the other
for the down line, which ljes on the north side
of the main down line, and is entered by a pair of
facing ts on the main down line, situated opposite
to the Miles Platting station down starting sigoals.

On the evening in question, an engine snd tender,
with 14 loaded wag reached Miles Platting junc-
tion by the up line from Ardwick, and after
waiting aome short time, this train was backed acroms

in down live past

ti;’

i
g*

dishmt-signel, end

by s red light on s tail lamp belonging (o0 the gumd
of the train, which had been placed ouv the tonder v
as to show a aigoal towards Miles Platting
station, the tendor being bohind the eagine.

The §.45 pm. down r wain from Vieworis
station to Oldham and m consisted of u wnk-
engine and aix carrisges. 1t roached Milew 1’latting
station at §.62 p-m. and loft at 5.54, the aignalmsu
on duty in the junction signsl box tekiag off the down
main line starting signal for the train to proosed, ob-
serving, at the same time, that the Brewery siding
down main line distant-signal wus on st ¢ danger"”
aguinst this train.

The driver of this passenger train had, in the firt
instance, stated thet all the down-sigualr were oft” for
him to proooced ; but, whon questioued, he inlormnd
me thet the Brewery siding down main line distant-
signal was on at “ danger,” but that he could not s
it, nor the light on the tendor of the Avdwick goudn
train, until he got to within 20 vavds of the distant-
signal, on ancount of steam from the engine, and trom
a pilot onﬁine which was on the up loop line.  Nubse-
quently, he declared, contredicting what he had pre-
viously etated, thet the Browery siding main line
down distant-signal wax on, and he ssw it before
he started from Miles Platting station, but thet the
down home-signal wae ofl, and he took it  he a
signal for him to proeced, and that he wue not running
more thav five miler an hour when the collision took

place, sbout 5.55 p.m.: bix engine war throwu off

the muils, and had both buffors broken, whil: the
other engine was slightly damaged.

There is no douin that the main line down home-
signal was taken off, but not until after the collmion
had actaally taken place,—and thon it wex taken off,
a8 & e to awother pilot-engine which head come
the down loop line at the Brewery siding junction,
then been hacked along the down main line
on to the Ardwick gonds waggnus, and heul
shend for the purpose of shunting them into the
lision was undoubtedly caussd by the
oot of the driver of the passenger tiwin engine in
keeping o Inok out shead, and in runniog

2 -* without
taking any notioe of it ; but it meme thet
distnat-vignal, placed only 47 ysrds beyond the
Miles Pistting down stmrting signals, in conatantly

by trwinn whilst smading et ** denger,” and the
’s regulations sre indefinite, snd, to a certain

flht

8o on reilwny companies by theis regulations,
ond the of thum sompunioe by supporting these
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regulations, permit and encourage drivers to run past
distant-sigoals whilst standing st *danger,” without
huving previously brought their trains to n stand still,
so long will collisions continue to take place between
the distant and home-signals at stations and junctions.

It is literally o farce to tell a driver in churge of o
passenger train standing alongside of a station plat-
form, that he may start and proceed, by lowering a
starting-signal, whilst u distant-signal 47 yards beyond
indicates that there is dunger in his proceeding, some-
where between tho distuut and home-signals of the
Jjunction or station to which he is going.
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This particular down distant-signal should be re-
moved, and the Miles Platting down starting sigauls
should both be slotted and controlled by the »ignal-
man in the Brewery siding signal box, who will know
far better than any one else when he can safely ullow
& train standing at Miles Platting station (which is 4
little more thun a quarter of a mile off) to proceed
either by the down loop or down main linc.

. I have, &c.,
W. YoLLAND,

The Secretary,
Colonel.

(Railway Department),
Board of Trade.

Printed copies of the above report were sent to the Company on the 7th December.

LONDON AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY.

S, Liverpool, October 31s¢, 1874.

IN compliance with the instructions contained
mn your minute, I have the honour to report, for the
information of the Board of Trade, the result of my
inquiry into the circumstances attending the accident
that occurred on the 9th of September, near the Huyton

Quarry station, on the London and North-Western

Railway.

In this case, after the 10 p.m. passenger train from
Liverpool for Manchester, in leaving the Huyton
Quaity station, had crossed the 9.10 p.m. express
train from Manchester for Liverpool, travelling in
the opposite direction, four door-handles, two door-
straps, and portions of the wood-work of 2 carriage-
door, were found lying on the ballast between the two
lines of rails, A passenger riding in the train for
Manchester, and in the compartment of the carriage
from which the door was wrenched, has complained
of injury. '

A fireman, Richard Reilly, working with the
Whiston tank engine, was standing, with his engine
in the shed, on the east of the Huyton Quarry station,
when he heard a crash just after the train for Man-
chester had passed him in starting from the Huyton
Quarry station. He saw at the same time the
9.10 p.m. passenger train from Manchester for Liver-
pool passing in the opposite direction, at a speed
which he considered to be about 35 miles per hour.
It occrred to him that some of the passengers in one
of these trains might have had their heads out of the
carringes, and he took his hand-lamp and went enst-
ward along the line to ascertain what had occurred.
About 80 yards from the shed, and about 140 yards
from the station, he found four door-handles, two door-
straps, and portions of & door which had been smashed,
all lying on the ballast or on the rails. Returning to
the station he met the signalman, and handed over to
him portions of the door, and the handles &c., which
he hadl found.

The signalman on duty at the Huyton Qusarry
cabin, Hy. Beasley, lowered the signal in due course
for the train to start from Huyton Quarry for Man-
chester about 10.27 p.m, and saw it go away in due
course. He also saw the express train from Man-
chester for Liverpool passing him at full speed about
the same time. He thought he heard something un-
usual, but attributed it to the engine in the shed, until
he saw some one with a hand-lamp going up the line
towards Manchester. He then, as soon as he had
received “line clear” for the train, left his cabin, and
walked np the line to see what had occurred. He
received from the fireman of the tank-engine some
handles ond streps of a door, acd took them to the
station-master ; and he placed portions of a door, which
he found on the line, in the space between the two
lines of rails. :

The engine-driver of the 10 p.m passenger train
from Liverpool for Manchester, Peter Kilshaw, started
from Huyton Quarry in due course, and was not aware

of anything unusual having occurred until he reached
the Rainhill station. He was then told by some pas-
sengers that a door had been ripped away from a
carringe. He went to examine the train with the
guard, and noticed that ome door was gone from a
second or a third class carriage, but does not know
which.

The guard with this train, George Jenks, started
from Huyton Quarry with his train in due course,
The train consisted of an engine and tender, eight
carriages, and one break-van. He rode in the van,
which was the sixth vehicle from the engine. He feit
4 “scrape” on the side of his van, which he thought
must have been done by a piece of the communication-
cord, till he got to Rainhill, when a porter shouted
to him, to see some damage that was done to the tiain.
He found that one door had,been taken off a third-
class carriage, the. second from the engine, and that
another door of the same carrisge was damaged and
flying back. Three sash-lights had also been broken
n the carriage next behind the one which had lost
the door. The doors should have been all locked on
that side of the train, but he cannot say whether they
were locked on that evening.

The guard of the 9.10 p.m express train from Man-
chester for Liverpool, Isaac Marsden, states that he
left Rainhillabout 10.18 p.m, running 26 minutes latc;
and he felt, as he was approaching the Buyton Quarry
station, that something scarred the side of the van,
When he reached the Edge Hill station, some of the
passengers called his attention to the windows of the
trein on the offside, of which five or six in the car-
riages, and two of the projection windows of the
guard’s van, were broken.

George Coldwell, the fireman of the 9.10 p.m passen-
ger train from Manchester for Liverpool, states that as
he was approaching the Huyton Quarry station, leaning
over the side of his engine, and looking to the front,
he saw & train pass him in the opposite direction.
His own train was going at o sharp speed. It was
quite dark, and he felt, as the other train passed, that
the tender was struck by something ; and immediately
afterwards, finding some broken pieces of glass on the
tender, he came to the conclusion it must have leen
an open door in the other train. He went along the
train with the guard, on the arrival of the train at
Edge Hill, and found several windows broken.

On examination of the part of the line on which
the above portions of door were found, I ohserve that
there is an intermediate space of only 4 ft. 4}in. in
place of 6 ft. between the two lines of rails.

The Liverpool and Manchester railway was origi-
nally constructed with 4 ft. 8% in. of intermeliste
space between the lines of rails ; but there appears to
be no explanation as to why even that amount of inter-
mediate space has been still further narrowed for
about 100 yards in this neighbourhood ; and there
is ample space, and no difficulty in the way of
widening it out to 6 feet. I understand that the
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