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The stationmaster, however, on his own responsibility sent them to the tWO 1.
stations of No. 3 box, but, as the traffic on the Great Northern branch lne is Sm(l
s Signalman Garside had not asked for them, he did not send one to the One fa, :
station on that line belonging to No. 3 box. Garside states that a few minuteg suk?gm :
to his conversation with the stationmaster, he heard that fogmen were being Senie
No. 4 box, so he then said that his “might as well be sent also.” The Stationg,.
however, denies receiving this message, and consequently no fogman was sent ¢ tln'-&
post. - Apart, however, from the fact of this message having miscarried, it sho-}'}s
noted the other two fogmen belonging to No. 3 box came out before 5 p.m. Wh‘.ﬂ
accident did not ocewr till past 7 pm.  During this interval Garside admifs that hlel_

no .f'urther steps to inform the stationmaster of this fogman not having Arrived.
omission on his part, during the dense fog which prevailed, clearly renders hin Pract;

responsible for there being no fogman at this post when the goods train arrived at i

Signalman Garside is, therefore, responsible both for the two trains being alloy
approach the junction simultaneously, and for there being no fogman at the .
fogman’s post on the branch line near his box. On his shoulders, therefore, must
sole responsibility for this accident.

) ‘ I have, &e.,
The Assistant Secretary, P. G."von Dowopr.
Railway Department, Board of Trade. Loeut.-Col,; B

APPENDIX,

DaMAGE To ROLLING STOCK.

Lancashire and Yorkshirve Tiwi
Engine, No. 671—Foot framing on’ i
. Brake Van, No. 34,854.-~Footboard and irons bent right-hand trailing-spring broken :
broken ; step and handrails damaged. worl scratehed.

Third-class Van, No. 1,596.—Botto
~ Covered Goods Waggon, No. 24066.—~0ne end  damaged; headstock broken; buffer-heat
gbud broken, and one drawbar damaged, gteam-pipe fittings damaged. L

Great. Northern Train,

Printed copies of the above Roport were sent to the Companies concerned on the 13th Febra

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY.

Railway Department, Board of 'l‘rade,s‘-
8, Richmond Terrace, Whitehall, London,
SIR, Tth April, 1900. i
I navr the honour to report for the information of the Board of Trade, in Com%mc
with the Order of the 19th March, 1900, the result of my inquiry into the circw?s W
under which a collision occurred about 3.49 am, on the 14th March near Miles
Railway Station on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway. .
_ In this case, as the 4.45 a.m. London and North-Western passenger 1 s
Tuddersfield to Manchester, consisting of an engine, tender, four passenger _Cf}i‘l'i‘a'gsi "
a guard’s van, was standing at the up home signal of the Ashton branch siding® ot
box, it was ran into in rear by a goods brake-van which was being propelled b); a%ﬂ
of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway from Philips Park sidings to Miles L }a‘ﬁ‘m 5
The front portion of the guard's van of the passenger train was wrecked, ain }
first compartment in the rear carriage was telescoped. Thé remainder of that 'tl‘éen;ﬁ
only slightly damaged. No passengers were seriously injured, but 26 have ®.
complaints of slight injuries sustained. - | Yor
The goods brake-van which was being propelled by the Lancashirve and e
engine was slightly damaged, but the engine was unhurt. The driver allfi e
this engine were both seriously hurt, but the guard escaped with a good shaking-

rain 10!
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o Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway.
yards to the eastward.

sioximately east and west,
l"f;hose on the south are goods lines.

ation.

Philips Park box, distant 594 yards.
The following distances are noted :—

bb n

v Burrows, driver, states :—I have been
¥ears in the service of the London and North-
ern. Company, during 12 of which I have
Badriver. [ came on duby ab 11.20 p.m. on
vight of the 18th Maveh to work wuntil
0 am. on the 1dth. I was driver of the
Lam, passenger train from Iuddersfield to
ichester,  On areival at Ardwick Junetion
the home signal was off, and on arrival af
n branch sidings I was brought to a stand
6 home signal. This was about 5.48 a.m,
standing one minute or one minute and a
We were run into in the rear by an engine
rake van, The shock wag severely folt on
\gine, My brake was on at the time so the
; d‘.n"* was forced very little forward. The engine
"l'u;fih‘f’«ln were fitted throughout with the auto-
C vacuum brake which was on at the time of

Cllision, It was a fine morning and daylight
}%Jtlst breaking. I could see easily 100 yards
el of me.  Just before the collision ocenrred
adl e gignal had been lowered for me, and 1
Eﬁnl)!llt my hand on the brake hand}e, but the
ey 1ad not, as yet, moved at all, The first I
v Of the collision was feeling the shock of it,
']g,h(;lelgiue was a four-wheels-coupled tender

:L 0is Twrner, guard, states :—I have been
2 T8 in the service of the London and North-
gy Company, and have been passed to work
aSaSSenger guard for three years. I wag in
® of the 445 am, passenger train from
620

ton branch sidings box to up home signal
point where collision oceurred
Ardwick Junction up starting signal
" " Ardwick Junction box
wick Junction box to up home signal from Axdwick ...
S, Philips Park starting signal
The line between Ardwick Junction box and Ashton branch sidings box 13 almogt
ght, and a driver has an excellent view both of his signals and of the lne in front of
. The gradient for an up train is a rising one of 1 in 300.

&

This latter engine was 2 six-wheels-coupled tender engine, fitted Wit}} automatic
am brake, working blocks on the six wheels of the engine and on those of the tender,.

¥, prake i¢ reported to have been in excellent order.

b Details of damage to rolling-stock are given in Appendix,

That to the permanent-way

Description.

Ashton branch box, near which this collision occurred is the signal-box on the eagtern
own side of Miles Platting Railway Station on the Manchester-Stalybridge branch of

The next block-box to it on the down side is Ardwick Junction box, distant from it

Between these two boxes are four lines of rails running in directions which arve
The two on the north side of the line are

passenger lines,

This accident is solely connected with the up
enger line, which is the second from the north side of the line,

‘At Ardwick Junction there is a double junction between the above-mentioned
genger lines and lines approaching the junction from Ardwick in a north-westerly

“The next block-box beyond Ardwick Junction box in the direction of Ardwick 1s

Yardg.,

52 to the castward,
e 126
220
e 490
vee 66
. 286

LN ey asw

[
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Fidence.

Huddersfield to Manchester on March 1dth. At
948 a.m, we were brought to a stand at the Ashion
branch box home signal, 1 looked oud of the
window and saw nothing behind us, but when T
returned to the van I heard the sound of an
approaching train. On looking out I saw a white
light approaching from behind ws. i was, T
estimate, al a distance of 12 or 14 vards from us.” 1
stooped down to piek upmy lamp in ovder to givea
danger signal, but before I could do so the cullision
occtirred. T was not seriously hurt and went to
the signal-box to tell the signalman what had
ocewred and aslked him to send for assistance.
My train consisted of an enginre, tender, and the
following vehicles arranged in the order given :—

One composite.

One composite,

One third.

One third,

One large open brale-van,

The whole teain was fisted with the automatic
vacuum brake, which was in good order. 1 am
nob sure whetber the driver had blown the brakes.
off at the time the collision oceuwrred. "The acei-
dent happened between 5.49 and 5.50 a.m.  The
front portion of the guard’s van was stavod in,
and ithe first compartment in the rear thivd-class
coach was also telescoped. The remainder of the
train was only slightly damaged. Eleven passen-
gers compiained to me of injuries sustained,

Semuel Warburion, driver, states —I have
been in the gervice of the Lancashive and York-

K2
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‘ghire Company for 20 years, during nine of which
I have been a booked driver. I signed off duty
at 9 a.n. on the 13th of Mareh, and came oxt duby at
9,50 pan, to work until 9.0 2.m. on the 14th. At
the time of the accident I was propelling my van
from Philips Park sidings to Miles Platting. I
stood at Philips Park starting signal for about
10 minutes, and when it was lowered I procesded
to Ardwick Junction home signal, which was
lowered just before T eame to astand ab it.  When
I arrived at the Ardwick Junction starting signal
that was off alge. Just before coming to Ardwick
Junetion starting signal I saw the Ashton branch
home signal drop, and 1 concluded we had a clear
road to Miles Platting, I looked rmyself at the
Aghton branch up home signal, but I did not
notice that there was a train stending behind i
The ouly reason I can give for not having seen
the train in front of me is that the van was
between me and it. I saw nothing of the train
in front of wme until we actually struck it, I
estimate our speed at the time of the collision at
‘between three or four miles per hour. Steam
wag turned off at the time. I was knocked down
by the collision and one of my knees and a
shonlder were badly hurt. T was keeping a look-
out all the time after leaving Ardwick Junction
box, My fireman wag having something to eat at
the lime, but ke also was keeping a look-out,
My engine was not hurt by the collision. The
engine was a six-wheelg-coupled tender engine
fitted with the automatic vacuum brake, working
blocks on all six wheels of the engine and on all
.ai}& wheelg of the tender. This brake wasin good
order,

Oliver Carrington, firemasn, states :—I have
been in the pervice of the Lancashire and York-
shire Comypany for 10 years, during five of which
I have been a fireman. 1 wag fireman for driver
‘Warburton on the 14th March, and came on daty
the same time ag he did to work the game hours.
T had been off duty for 12 hours previously. We
stood at Philips Park starting signal for about
10 minutes, and when this was lowered we started
to propel our van towards the home signal for
Ardwick Junction, which came off as we got
near to it. The starting signal for Ardwick June-
tion was off when we got to it. After passing
the Ardwick Junciion sterting signal 1 saw the
home signal for Ashion branch box, and it wasg off,
T gaw the Ashton branch home signal myself, but
I did not see the frain standing between me and
it. My explanation for not seeing it is that we
had a brake-van in front of us. I was eating my
dinner when going from Ardwick Junetion eabin
to the point where the collision oceurred and had
just put my baskel away. T was keeping a look-
out the whole tirme., We wore travelling about
four miles per hour at the time of the collision.
My riba and a leg were hurt, and they are noy
quite right yet. I was looking at the signals, and
T did not keep any look-out on the line ahead
of me, '

Donald Dallas, goods guard, states: I have
been 27 yvears in the service of the Company,
during 22 of which I have been a guard. I came
on duty on the night of March 13th at 10.15 p.m,,
to work until § a.m. on the I4th, On the 13th 1
had gone off duty at 9.55 a.m. I wag returning
in my van from Philips Park sidings to Miles
Platting. We were detained at the Philips Park
gtarting signal for about seven minutes. It wag
lowered for ug at 5.46 a.m., when we went ahead,
Just ag we were arriving at the home signal for
ardwick Junction it was lowered, so we did not

actually stop at it. On passing the jyupe.

saw that the Ardwick Junction startin et".‘)

was off for us, Having satisfied mysels g, S0
signal was oft T went {o make oub my ot
Just as we arvived at the Ardwick’ ,]"EJ D‘m}ﬁ
starting signal 1 looked out of my vap vy oiie
again and saw the Asiton DBraneh hopg . 0W
just drop. At the same time I noticeq fs '8hal.
firat time, that we were close to 2 passen(;el,é D
We were not more than seven yards -fmn‘; it ra;
I first noticed it. I am acquainted w';tj‘\'heu_.
Company’s rule that “Where propelling lb‘t,
vans on the main line is authorised, guurdg vk
keop a constant and strict look-outall the disll-.n

the vans ave propelled,” but I admit, thyy e
to ueot having this rule in my mind ab the
did not strictly adhere to it. 1 was knogl

completely over and gobt a good shaking 3
van wap severely damaged. | do not thix;k' g
were going above 10 miles per hour at th, ti'w
of the collision. The morring was cleyy ‘.1?’
there was nothing to have prevenied wmny se@:izl'
the train after passing Ardwick Junction boy,: D

Win
T

Daniel Dagger, signalman, states: Y have j
30 yoars in the service of the Company, quj
15 of which I have been a signalman, | hgy
been in Ardwick Junetion box for abeut go
years. On March 13th I came on duby at 10 p
to work until 6 a.m. on the 14th, T had besn
duty previously for morve than 48 hours, T
a Lancashire and Yorkshire Ashton passeige
train passing my box and it was signalled’
follows t— i

Is line clear offered
Accepted ... e B
Tyain entering section received
Train passed box .
Train offered to box in advance v B3
Accepted by box in advance ...
Train out of sectlon given by me ...
Train out of section given by box in .-
advance... o B
Afterthis 2 London and North-Wegtern passenge
train was the next train fo pass my box. -I&3
gignalled as follows :—

o1
Ig line clear offered ... . ?;_4
Ditto accepted ... e e D4
Train entering section received o B

- Train passed box . 5AF
Prain offered to box in advanco @«4
Accepted by box in advance ... g-‘l

Train out of section given by me
Train out of gection received from box 4 ¢
in advance ... 5-‘- ol
1 did not make the entries in the book 10J8%
but I distinctly remember receiving
of gection ” signal from Ashton Brangh box.
this London and North - Western train. shic
engine and brake-van was the next tramj“liv_e
pagsed my box on the up line. I had l‘gg}‘;ilﬁ
“Iglino clear ” signal for it at 5.34 from ™ o,
Park Junction, I accepted b at 34D At .
the London and North Westorn train bhad bl;liu"
my box and was proceeding forward. Westor
that at that time the London and Noxth- signﬁ
train was a } of a mile beyond my howe “-
The engine and van passed my box ah A=
offored the train to Ashton Branch oati¥é
548 am., that is, as soon as I bad ! i
“Pyain out of gection ™ signal for i
North Western . train, Ashton Branot
aceepted it at H.46, and T gave © I‘ra}tn at D
section ” signal io Philips Park for 1 g;)llfi .
“Train entering section” pignal wad -vi@dge
Ashton Branch box at 5.48 and he ackno®



» received and gent all these signals, I pulled
e my home and slarting signalg just before the
n‘gine arrived at my home signal, as 1 had at
pab time received line cloar from Ashton Branch

. Inever heard anything about the accident
ptil 6 am., when Inspector Dudley came to the
ox and told me about it 1§ wasg a clear morn-
g, and if there had been no fraing between me
and Ashton Branch box 1 could have seen the

andon and North-Western train. There was a
own Midland goods frain which was offered to
o by Ashton IBranch cabin at 5.43 am., I
ceepted it at 5.54 aan. This was the only other
i aboub whicl 1 was having communication
gith Ashton -Branch bax at the time, and I feel
onfident that 1 did not confuse these signals
vith thoge for the engine and van.

Thomes Sheaw, train boolker, states : Yam 15 years
f age and have been in the service of the Company
oy bhree years, during I8 monthsof which I have
gon in Ardwick Junction box. I came on duty
n the 13th at 10 pom. to work until 6 a.m. on
he 14th, Thoe fignres in the book relating to the
iondon and Norbh-Western train and the engine
nd van were eniered by me. I made these
niries myself from hearing the bells, looking at
e elock, and peeing the trains pass, and withount
ny ingtructions from the signalman. I remem-
er mysell the signal for “train out of section”
or the London and North-Weatern train being
geeived from Ashton Branch box, and I am also
uite confident of having received all the signals
hown for the engine and wvan in my book

emember gseeing the engine and van pass my
ox, and I am quite sure that before it passed
ie box line clear had been received for it.

Herbert Botiemley, signalman, states: I have
jgen In the service of tho Company 10 years,
uting four of which I have been a signalman.
have been ab Ashton Branch box for two years.
ame on duty at 10 pan. on the 13th to work
il 6 a.m. on the 14th, On the 13th I had

d Ashton branch sidings boxes before the

agoer, who was on duty in the Ardwick
led off the signals

at his box for it to do

att,

0% b
e
“rbal instructions from the signalman

Ignalman Bottomley, who was o

ook, and the booking clerk, who made

n - : :
o 3000,1}!1{; of the next section being
~ilon signal for this train at all

of the samo time. Y am quite positive of hav-

7

gone off duty at 6 a.um., I remember the Lan-
cashire and Yorkshire Ashion train passing my
box. It was signalled as follows :—

a.71,
Is line clear offered 5.39
Accepted ... 5,39
Train entering section received 5.d4
Train pagsed box 5.45
Accepted by box in advance h4d
Train ouf of seetion given by me 543
Train out of section received by me ... 549

My next train was the London and North-Wes-
tern pasgengor train which was signalled as
follows —

a,m,

Is line clear offered to me v D45

Accepted ... .~ D4b

Train entering section received by me 5.47

Train arrived at my box o D48
When this train arrived I stopped it at my home

signal, ag T had not veceived line clear for it. At
549 T had recsived line clear for it and then
lowered the home signal forit. I saw it did not
move, and conld not make out what had hap-
pened until the guard came and told me an
engine and van had ruc into his train in the
rear. I had received no signals at all from
Ardwick Junction for the engine and brake, and
knew nothing of it abt all unii} I heard of the
collision. 1 absolutely deny having sent the
“irain oub of section” signal for the London and
Novth-Western train or having received or sent
any signals for the engine and brake-van. There
wag a Midland goods train on the down line,
which wag accepted by Ardwick Junction box at
555 am. I can throw no light on the cuuse of
this accident, but I am confident that T did not
admit the engine and hrake into the section,
The entries in my book are made by myself.
The Midland goods train left my box ab 5.5 a.am.
Just previous to the goods train starting I had
& short conversation with the driver, but it did
not lagt more than half a minute. I am quite
sare that if any signalg had been received from
Ardwick Junction at this time about the engine
and brake, T should have heard them.

Conclusion,

From the above evidence it is clear that this collision was due, firstly, to the fact of
engine and brake-van having been admitted to the section between Ardwick Junction

London and North-Western train had left it ;-

1 secondly, to the fact of the guard, driver, and fireman of the former having all failed
see that there was & train ahead of them on the line on which they were travelling,
As regards the admission of the engine and brake van to the section, signalman
Junction box at the time, fully admits that he

80; no blame in this respect attaches therefore

of the engine propelling the brake van. .
agger states that he received from Ashton hranch box the “train out of section”
18hal for the London and North-Western train ; that he then offered that box the engine
Nd van ; that Ashton branch box at once accepted
1t, and sent the “train entering section ”
®r signal was duly acknowledged by that
The despatch and receipt of these signals are all duly entered in the Ardwick Junetion

it ; that he then lowered his signals
signal to Ashton branch box, and that this
box.

the entries, asserts that he made them at the

on hearing the different signals passing between the two boxes, and without any
on the subject.

x n duty
s glves, however, a totally different version of what occurred,

& states that he stopped the London and. North-Western train at his

at the time in the Ashton branch sidings

home signal

blocked, and that he never gave the “train out of
. : 1.~ He further asserts positively that he never received
% any signals at all connected with the engine and van, and that he knew absolutely
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nothing about this latter until the collision had occurred. There are no entries iy he
book regarding these signals which he denies having received, s

It might be mentioned, that after making allowances for an evident two minyg,
difference of time between the clocks in the two boxes, the entries in the two bookg o8
thoroughly in agreement up to the point where, as shown above, they ave entively at’
variance, e

Also, about the time when the signals for the engine and van are said to have Passeq
the only other signals passing between these boxes were about a goods train on the do“,c’
line ; these signals are entered in both books and agree entirely, so it is evident that they,
were no signals being interchanged which Dagger could have taken by mistake to refay ;e_
the engine and van. o

The statements and the books of the two signalmen are thus absolutely at variane,
and the evidence of one of these men is false ; either Bottomley accepted the enging angd-
van when he had no right to do so, and omitted to make the entries in his book, or Dag v
allowed the engine and van to enter the section before he had received “line clear,” a-n()i
made fictitious entries in his book to cover his having done so, ’

The only evidence to support either signalman is that of the train booker in gp,
Ardwick Junction box, a boy of 15 years of age. This boy entirely supports the stape.
ment of the signalman in his own box, but under the cireumstances I do not conside
that much weight can be attached to his evidence, and there is therefore practically 1g
evidence to support or to disprove either signalman’s statement.

Une of these two signalmen is responsible for this accident and is very greatly to
blame for it, but there is nothing to justify the formation of a definite opinion as to whig
of the two it Is. :

At the time when the collision occurred, 5.49 a.m., day was breaking, and it appe
from the evidence that at the time there was no difficulty in seeing to a distance of 4
or three hundred yards, In spite of this fact, neither the guard, driver, or fireman of the
engine and van saw the passenger train until they were within a few yards of it, thou
they were running along the straight towards it for a distance of over 300 yards, e

As the van was being propelled it is the guard who is mostly responsible for th
omission, the Company having a rule that all the time that a van is being propelled
guard should keep a look-out. Guard Dallas honestly admits that he knew this rule -
that at the time of the collision he wag not doing so. He must, therefore, be held larg
responsible for this accident. )

Driver Warburton and fireman Carvington assert that they were both keeping a. leo.
out, but that owing to the brake-van being m front of them they did not see the passeng
train.,  The fireman, however, admits that it was only the signals that he was lookin
for, and that he was not attempting to watch the line ahead of him ; this was very hl
the case with the driver also, both of them probably trusting to the guard to keep a-
on the line. [t wag, however, their duty, as well as that of the guard, to have done
and both must be held to blame for their omission. -
I have, &ec.,

P. G. vox Dowor,

The Assistant Secretary, :
Lt-Col. B

Railway Department, Board of Trade,

APPENDIX,

DAMAGE TO ROLIANG STOCK,

Fondon. and North Western. broken ; buffer rods, axle guards, draw

©ess benf:_-

Brake Van, No. 524,—Body end broken and
side darnaged ; also axle boxes, buffer castings,
geroll iron brackets and lamp ivong broken. Car-
riage sole bar and headstock bent; also butfer
rods, plates, step irons and axle guards bent.

Third Class, No. 781l.—Door damaged ; buifer
rods bent ; five axle boxes and 12 guarter-lights
broken.

Third Class, No. 796.—DBody end, seats, quarier-
lights and axle boxes broken; also roof, floor,
gide and deoor panels damaged ; and brake pipes

couplings and bufler knees more or 1 a1
Comypsite, No, 29, ~—Axle box and QU
light broken ; and bufter rod hent.
Composite, No, 1089.--Axle boxes
light and door-light broken; and b
bent.

quar

Lancashire wnd Yorkshive. :

] . ights:
Brake Van, No. 18190.—Two @m}) ll;?;t.inc
one inslde casing board broken ; fire O3
box displaced. '

it
fe

' A
Printed copies of the above Report were gent to the Companies concerned on the 27th

pril:—;
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