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Manchester, 26th September 1871,
In compliance with the instructions contained
_ur minute of the 20th instant, T have the honour
iny° ort, for the information of the Board of Trade,
o ‘ﬁpsuﬁ; of my inquiry into the cirenmstanees which
the r‘iéd the collision that occurred on the 12th of
'N"mmhm-, near the Miles Platting station on the
Sept‘;ahim and Yorkshire Rail way.
qu:thiﬁ case the 845 p.m. passenger train from
Vietoria station, Manchester, for Middleton, came
e Jolligion, while approaching a new junetion cabin
into :;-E Miles Platting, with a goods train which was
. :Eitﬁ'*i“g out of a siding on the west of that signal
C‘.‘}_JII‘?I% Miles Platéing station is o mile and a quarter
ﬁu;.l cast of the Victoria station at Manchester,
diga station of enormous traffic. Since the dales
“my previous repors, fu_rth_er progress has been
ade in adding to and improving the siding ueCom-
- pdation on the east of this station, and a long giding
1 peen constructed on the north of the main lines,
onuectizd with a number of other sidings further to
orthward, A new signal-cabin has been erected
qarter of a mile on the east of the Miles Platting
jon, and a locking-frame has been provided in it
ntaining levers for svorking the nccessary points
gignals, This cabin and its eonnexions are,
wever, a8 yet only partially completed, and the
ssent. collision oceurred in consequence of their
neomplete condition,
I'ho passenger train in question left Vietoria
tion ot 848 p.m., 8 minutes late, consisting of a
ik-engine and § earriages, 4 of which were conpled
rether with continuons breaks. The engine-driver
nd the signals all right for him at Miles Platting,
1 after a short detention at that station he started
n, also nbout 3 minutes late, for Middleton, "The
was vary dark, and the engine-driver, after
loaving Miles Platting, increased Lis speed to about
miles an hour, He hiad no reason fo suspect that
ine was in any way obstructed before him, but
ilo travelling ab the above speed his eugine came
euly into collision with something on the main
&, which he had not seen, and of which he had no
The passenger-engine was not dumaged,
cept by the fracture of a footstep ; mor was it
town off the rails, any more than auy of the
Ttinges behind it, Two footsteps were broken off
¢ carriage next hehind the engine. Out of about
Dassengers who were riding in the train, none
Y% up to the present time, complained of injury.
The goods {rain which came thus in the way of
éh?) Passenger train, left the Miles Platting station
i 1y before the passenger train, proceeded
“wards the signal-cabin above referred to, along
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the main line, and backed near that signal-cabin into
the new loop line, The train, consisting of an
cngine and tender, 24 waggons, and a hreak-van, was
then divided into two parts ; the one part, consisting
of the engine and tender, 14 waggons, end the brealk-
van, drawing out 6f the loop line, to go on with its
shunting, while the remaining waggons wore loft
standing in the loop line, 'The guard inquired of
the signalman whether he might go on with his
shunting, wnd the signalman gave him leave to do so.
Their statements in regard to what happened do not
entircly accord with one another, but it is plain that
the signalman gave leave to the guard to go on with
his shunting, and that the guard proceeded with his
shunting accordingly, neither of them intending
that the main line should be fouled by the goods
train during the process. The eignalman states
that he told the drviver particulerly to bLeware of
fouling the main line ; but this the driver denies;
and the engine-driver, obeying only the signals of
the guard to procced forward, and to stop when
he had cleared the siding points, brought the
train to a stand on seeing a red light exhibited
to him by the guard from kis hand-lamp for that
purpeseé; but he had by that time fouled the main
line; and, looking up, he saw that the main line
signal had been turned off, and heard the passenger
train approaching. The buffer-plank of the goods
engine was partly knocked off, but neither the engine,
the tender, nor the waggons were thrown off the rails,

1t appears to have been the practice, previously, to
go on with the shunting at this spot without stopping
the main line trains; and such a practice was safely
caried on while the trains were of such a length as
to stend between the siding points and the fouling
point for the main line, and as long s they were
stopped  short of that fouling point, But in this
instance the portion of the goods train which was
being shunted was, if not too long to stand between
the siding points and the fouling point of the main
line, too long, at all events, to have been pro erly
shunted in the manner deseribed, with so liitl:leu
margin between safoty and collision.

The new work which is now being performed,
and is nearly completed, at the signal-enbin, will
prevent such a collision from again occurring, in-
asmueh as it will be impossible for the signalman to
let & goods train oat of the loop line in the direction
of the main line at the same time that he lowers his
signals for a passenger train to pass along the main
line.

I have, &c.,
The Secretary, H. W. Tyrer.
(Lailhway Department,)
Board of T'rade.

Board of Trade
(Railway Department),
g 24th October 1871.

N you, ¥ compliance with the instructions eontained
to 1o )m“{lltte of the 6tl instant, T have the honour
.‘fﬂsult h;.:r the information of the Board of Trade,
o the UL my inquiry into the circumstences attend-
Blyg o tollision which oceurred on the 2nd inst., at
R&i[ ',tg‘]‘-l“ctinn on the Laneashire and Yorkshire
5“&38‘;11}3,, ‘tlween o passenger train and two goods
9 Hivy bass
® lagg g eng
At poured,

Sir

8 ave returned as having been more

16 l\_'in%ut?_ Pits Jjunction, 8% miles from Manchestor,
Ot Fom Manchester and Bury unite, and thence
he Rochdale, Todmorden, and Yorkshire,
I eabin and home signals we in the fork
U the Manchester side of the points, and
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280 yards on that of the Blue Pits station signals,
The junction home signals are close to the eabin, and
there are distant signals towards Manchester and
Bury, but mnone towards Rochdale. The junection
points and signals are not at present interlocked ;
but I am informed that locking apparatus has been
ordered for this and for a number of other junetion
cahing. The station is provided wi th a distant signal
510 yards from the home signal for trains approaching
from Rochdale, and of this there is a long view,
The junction home signai can be seen by trains
spproaching in this direction for a dictance of only
410 yurds, owing to an 0;’(11‘—1!_1'1&59 and curve in the
line. A siding joins the main line to Manchester
150 yards from the junction cabin, the signal for
this siding Deing 66 yards nearer the cabin ; another
siding joins this first one 40 yards on the junction side
of this signal ; the siding poinis being worked from
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