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mmt. it must be pointed out that it is clear from the evidence that both these orders

%een habitually disregarded by the Company’s servants, and it seems strange that
pi?.' r.lCt should not previously have been brought to light.WiW
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APPENDIX.
li:'it

DAMAGE TO ROLLING STOCK. : imm . ,^ird van, No+ 3,482, —Two headblocka and
g]fje of coach broken, one end attiynd in,

<rtl\ iilon of vun compartment broken, footboards
it three axle-boxes broken.
'Composite, No. 119.—Two hoad t̂oeke, five

gido panels, door pillar, one B̂ at and three
broken. L .

Goods brake van, No* 29,743.—One end of van
and inside partition broken, one hoaclstoek, one
axle-box, one buffer casting, three roof boards
and three end lights broken.

Engine, JMo , 872.—Platform angle iron, vacuum
pipe and buffer-plate damaged ; foot-step
broken.

Tender.-Hand-rail and footstep broken i
buffer-plate bent.

£?.•:..

;tnI
i/bottomWmte-boxos

third-class van, No.8 rS —One lieacbitock,
> aTlti bottom footboards* one projection, four

{ t o m and one axle-box broken, and the bogie
end of coach damaged.
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* Printed copies of the above Report were sent to the Company on the 19th January, 1900.
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: LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY.
Board of Trade (Railway Department)

8, Richmond Terrace, Whitehall, London, S.W.,
2nd January, 1000.

I HAVE the honour to report for the information of the Board of Trade, iry.H|:|pmpliancc with the Order of the 11th December, 1899, the result of my enquiry into theIndent which occurred about 9.80 a.m. on the 3rd December at Bolton Station on the^p-Lftneashire and Yorkshire Railway.
gft In this case, while the 7.10 a.in. train from HelUfield to Manchester was standing at^• ' tlie Bolton Station platform it was run into in rear by the 7.20 a.m. train from Fleetwoodllpf?'p̂ ichester.

A complaint of slight injuries sustained has been received from one passenger, butone else appears to have been injured at all.
llPlfe The three rear trucks of the idellifieid train, containing theatrical properties, were

damaged, and the engine and leading vehicle of the Fleetwood train —a brake
fi-yWere slightly damaged,

;y : The Hellitteld train consisted of a tank engine with the following vehicles attachedm the order given : bogie van, bogie third-class, two composites, two third-class, ap|W * van, three milk trucks, two open carriage trucks and a covered truck. The trainPitted with the automatic vacuum brake working blocks on the wheels of all the

hleetw<xxl train was made up as follows : engine, tender, bogie van, bogle
i II ^ogie composite, bogie van, third half van, composite and ordinary third-class,

gnard was travelling in the fourth vehicle from the engine, having three vehicles
The train was fitted with the automatic vacuum brake, working blocks on

put of the ; 66 wheels of . the train. The engine was a four wheels-coupled
«^he!T enS^nfij with automatic vacuum brake, working blocks on the four coupledILf °f the engine and on the six wheels of the tender. The brakes are reported to
P7 “Pen in .excellent order.

q damage done to rolling stock aud permanent way is given in the'
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Description. Mgm

Bolton Station, where this accident occurred is provided with two platforms
which are four lines of rails running through it in directions which are approx
north and south. These lines are known respectively as the up platform, up main , ,[ , F
main and down platform lines, The first named line is the most easterly of them '

the remainder lie to the west of it in the order given.
Just to the north of the station, and under an over-bridge known as the Trin'

Street Bridge, is the junction between the lines from Hellifield and Fleetwood, wli’ L
approach the stations in directions which are respectively north and north-west, p/o
of these is a double line, but in each wise before reaching the junction, the douhr
line, opens out into four lines, and these two sets of four lines unite under TrinitkStreet Bridge and form the four lines previously described as running through th*station.

m
'Cv:

«85I:--. SB

#3®

m
This accident is almost entirely concerned with the up platform lines from Kellî jk

and Fleetwood respectively, the easterly one of each set.
The signals for trains approaching Bolton on these two up platform lines are

worked from what is known as the Blackburn Junction signal cabin, which is situated
between the two lines and 110 yards to the north of this junction under Trinity Street
Bridge.

The
: - ionly signals with which this accident, is concerned are those for the up platform

line from Fleetwood : these are situated as follows :—
ilYards.

853 to the north of the box.Blackburn Junction up outer distant
inner „
outer home
inner

* *

611 1 5 ? 55 ? 1 5
16ai I +

.
j,

^
j S

60 to the south of the box.55 t ? mm« +• ** 5 S&S

Both the above-mentioned outer and inner homes are locked with the points at the
junction under Trinity Street Bridge, so that it is impossible for them to be oil: whilst
these points are lying for the Hettiheld direction.

There are also the usual signals for the up platform line from Hellifield, and these
too are interlocked with the points at the junction, but their precise position is immaterial
to this accident.

Blackburn Junction signal cabin is a block box, the next block box to the south-
wards being Salford line signal cabin, distant 416 yards, and the next block boxes
to the northwards being Johnson Street Fork cabin on the Hellifield line, and
Bullfield No. 1 cabin on the Fleetwood line, the latter being 691 yards distant
from it.

<1

The Company has obtained exemption from block working through Bolton
Station, and the following are included in the Company's special rules for Blackburn
Junction box :—

no

*
*H

Tile “ Train out of section ” signal may be given for an up train when the l:int vehicle *>t tk?
previous train has passed under Trinity Street- Bridge,

r
, &r

The “ Is line clear ” signal for an op train .may be acknowledged and the indi
turned to “ Line clear '* if the line is clear up to Trinity Street Bridge, or if the junction P011

set so as to give a clear road to the approaching train.

In connection with this last rule the following distances from Trinity
the Fleetwood line are noted :—

are
Street

Bridge on
Yards.

50Trinity Street Bridge to Blackburn Junction up inner home
signal cabin
up outer home

to Fork -Junction between up main

110«55 57 273t? 5 7

15 7 > ^

and up platform lines 200m m m+ + * P * * * * i •• P

rlVnonThe line from Bullfield No. i cabin to Blackburn Junction cabin is
straight and is on a slightly falling gradient of 1 in 400. There are, however,
tunnels and several over-bridges on this portion of the line, and consequently »

approaching Blackburn Junction box from Bullfield No. I box has a very restricted er
of his outer home signal. He has however an excellent view of the outer and
distant signals, which are both situated clear of the tunnels and over-bridges.

m
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.Evidence.m

^ .}TgeBayU]hpasBengerguard* Victoria Station,
, i have been in the service since January,

ffiBjK .^d after being a summer guard for four
-was appointed permanent guard ongppler^(}hh31899. On Sunday, December 3rd* I

10^̂ °\}U duty at 6.30 a.m, towovk until 1 ,0*30 twin*,!r h) charge of the 7.10a.m. slow passenger
jjellifielcl to Manchester, talcing charge of

B— 'fctra*̂ ^ Blackburn. I came off duty on the
<A 7 p.m. My train was composed of engine

tip*1 *287?
bogie van, bogie third, two ordinary

^̂ anositeflt two thirds, half van, three milk
' two open carriage trucks, and a covered

* the last three vehicles being loaded with

^ftti'ical luggage and scenery. I was in the half
- with six trucks behind me. The train came
a stand at tho up platform at Bolton at 9.31 a.in,,

vehicle standing just above the points
We had been

against me. My engine was a good deal damaged
and three trucks were knocked off tho mils. At
the time of the collision ioy train was, I estimate,
going at about three miles an hour. My only
explanation of my not being able to bring my
train to a standstill is that the rails were very
greasy* T did not tell Mr* Orossloy, the Station
Master, that all the signals for Blackburn Junc-
tion were off for us, and if he says I did ho is not
tolling the truth* 1 admit that Mr* Owsley
explained to me the home signal could not
possibly bo off, because tho IIoHi held train had
been standing on the points, but I cannot suggest
why ho went out of his way to explain tins io
me. I went back to tile signalman after the
accident, and said to him “ Was your distant
signal off ? ” He replied “ No.” 1 replied to
him fc < Your distant signal was off.” He replied
that it was impossible for him to get it off.
1 admit that the home and outer home signals
were at danger against my train. I heard tho
signalman shout as 1 passed his box, but I had
put my brake on and had done all I conId. I am
aware that Bolton should be treated as a terminal
station, and that I should have boon running at
such a speed as to have been able to atop with my
hand-brake only, but I admit that I had forgotten
all about this ride. My engine was a four-
whoels-coupled bogie tender engine, fitted with
automatic vacuum brake working blocks on the
four coupled wheels, and oci the six tender
wheels. The train too was fitted with the
vacuum brake. The brake was in first class
condition. The reason why I did not see the
outer home signal until I was passing under it*
was that tho tunnel through which I had passed
was full of steam. But I know that it was a- difficult
signal to see* When we wore passing Bullfield
No, l cabin, my fireman whistled. lie did this
simply because it is the practice to do HO.

•YiUl
% X0

w&ij rearUllitiefttb Trinity Street Bridge.
e nding two or throeminutes, performing station

ftud l had got- out of my brake to go to the
Struck to assist in unloading milk, when T

SPfieiird a crash, and saw tho covered truck loaning
l5 over against tho platform. This had been caused
ffci>v theengine of another train running into it*

pfifiie force of the collision broke the shackle
pl-tetwecu my van and the milk truck behind it,
Ill'll forced my train forward about 10 yards.

: received no complaints from passengers,

ADirectly after the accident, I walked towards the
Ife^ngine, and saw some passengers getting out, but
p-|>tliers remained in the train which was sent

^forward to Victoria, leaving Bolton at 9/15 a,m.
pfiftlie three rear trucks wore to have come off at
piBelton, so they wore left behind. The train was

^fitted with automatic vacuum brake working
pJbioeks on. the wheels of all the vehicles* ALS fur
Wml could ascertain no one was hurt.
aB
Ifci Henry Chttrnock^ngino driver, stated : I have
pi-iteGn 28 years in the service, and a booked driverfeaiiieo July, 1893. I was the driver of engine Daniel Pass, fireman, stated : I have been inp|5Je* (838, working the 7*20 a.rru Fleetwood to tho service 12 years, and a fireman four years.p::^ifancheatei\ on Sunday, December 3rd. I signed I worked the same turn of duty on the 2nd and

the previous day, Saturday, at Fleetwood, 3rd instants as Driver Charnock* On approaching
g|lljM5 p.m, having worked for about five hours. Bolton, on the 3rd, I noticed that the outer distantpip-signed on to work this passenger train at signal for Blackburn Junction was at danger ; «fplippaair and I expected to sign off about 11 a,rn. this I am quite sure. 1 whistled twice as weBBgknew the road and the signals quite well , passed it* and kept a good lookout for the others.y;Aftor leaving Lostock Junction all signals were T did not sec the inner distant signal for Black-

until approaching the distant, signal for burn Junction, which is placed just outside theKraWlfleld, No, 1, which was at danger. The tunnel , until we were about 20p.;.fiorning was clear enough for me to see the When I did see it, it was right off, and T also
1 whistled for the passenger rood. The noticed that tho distant signal on the same

iwdistant signal for Blackburn Junction was, bracket for Johnson Street fork was clean off.ppjpfa quite certain, off when 1 sighted it, and the I knew at the time that the distant signal for
signal for BnilJield, No, 1, was also off . Johnson Street fork should not have been off ' at

*nrier distant for Blackburn Junction was the same time as our signal , but I have seen thisW|B&. tm was also tho starting signal for happen before so I therefore did net take anyipp^hi&ld, No. 1. Those two are on the same post* special precautions. I have seen this signal off
satisfied that it was the middle arm of before when it ought not to have been off, butgglyftignala close to the tunnel which I saw off. I have never reported the fact, nor to my know-

a?Vi!? distinctly off and not merely drooping, ledge have the drivers whom I was working with
the vacuum-brake just as we ended the at the time. Just as we passed the outer homebut I did not see the outer home signal for Blackburn Junction signal in the tunnel, I heard

plr^ Ûm Juaction until wo were just passing it. my mate exclaim “ They arc on.” I immediatelyBgpfa ** Noticed it way on* At this time wo were opened the ganders as he applied tho vacuum
. between eight and nine miles an hour, brake, and reversed hia engine. I saw a red (lagi* _lftd my vacuum-brake at once, reversed my as wo passed tho box, and heard some shouting.

and the fireman opened the ganders, but I am quite sure I saw a red flag, but we had donepjtt^̂ hable to stop the train, and it came into all we could and came Into collision with the
side of a covered truck which other train. 1 got off my engine after the

gmd i* of the train standing at the platform, collision and had a look round the train. 1 told
of the Junction. When I passed the Mr* Croesiey, the Station Master, that I could not

*°ttX0 signal for Blackburn Junction it was say whether the home signal was on or off.

yards from it*

'

i
:
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I certainly did not tall him that the home signal
was off. The rails were very greasy that morning,
which was, I chink, the reason of our not being
able to atop the train ,

Qmrgs White, passenger guard,, stated : I have
been iii the service of the Company for 33 years,
and for BO years a guard. I signed on doty at
7.10 a.m. on Sunday morning to work until
3.45 p.m. 1 signed off duty on the 2nd at
5.30 p/m* I was guard in charge of the 7.20 a.m,

Fleetwood to Manchester, working the Blackpool
portion leaving Blackpool at 7.25 a.m. On leaving
Preston, which was the last place where any
vehicles were attached or detached, my train
consisted of engine No. 838 {Driver Charnoek),
bogie van.,, bogie third, bogie composite* and
bogie van* ordinary half van third, ordinary
composite, and ordinary third. 1 was travelling
in the rear van of the Fleetwood portion which
was the fourth vehicle from the engine, with
three vehicles behind me. I had 14 milk cans in
my van to he unloaded at Bolt-on, and was
engaged in moving these cans towards the door
at the time we passed the distant signals for
Blackburn Junction. My train was fitted with a
vacuum brake working blocks on 60 out of 66
wheels of rhe train. This brake was in good
order. Through being occupied with this work
I am unable to say anything as regains the
position of the distant or home signals at Black-
burn Junction. I should think that the van 1

that they were both still on, I knew ^»1
whistled twice that he was whistling t| 11
nals for the passenger line* as it is not
for the driver to whistle if the tfignalK
simply to give a warning whistle before
the tunnel. My distant, home, and stanL -
mils were, of course* all off. About five g %-
minutes after the Fleetwood train passed ^man Kay rung me up on the telephone ajiri

8^’
B < How were my signals when that train pafijJf?*

1*
and 1 said, M They were both on and thedr- "

whistled * 21 as he was passing me,5' |
astonished to hoar of the accident that|
to the driver of a Facit goods train, whi^ ^just opposite my box, and said that I couldunderaJand it, as the driver whistled twice ma#

l0t
my box, and one of the men on the engine renl/fl?
K Yea, I heard him;1 The last train to paae * !
box on. the up line previous to the Flectwof "ltrain was at 9.II a,m. The Fleetwood trafPseemed to pass my box at a pretty high rate ofspeed, but not faster than they often do, Find t
thought that the driver had his train in hand,
did not notice that any of the distant signals fsjr
Blackburn Junction were drooping on that
morning, T did not specially look at the fork
distant.

OM
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mJoseph Kay, signalman on duty at Blackburn
Junction box, stated t I have been 23 years in the
aervice, 22 years a signalman* out of which I was
a relief signalman for four years. On the 3rd
instant I came on duty at Blackburn Junction
box:, Bolton, at 6 a.m. to work until 6 p.m. This
box is an eight-hour box during the week-days*and a 12-hour box on Sundays. I was not on
duty on the 2nd at all. I received“ la line clear "
signal for the Hellifield train at 9.23 u.m, from
the Johnson Street fork box, and acknowledged
it at 9.26. I received w Entering section 11 signal
at. 9.30* and the train passed my box at 9.3L “ la
line clear ” signal was acknowledged by box in
advance at 9.27, and 1gave tC Train out of section
signal at. 9.31, At 9.27 I lowered my homo and
distant signals for this train, and did not pull
them off till the collision occurred. These signals
looked the 'trailing points for the Blackburn
I received “ Is line clearts signal from Butffielu
No. I. for the Fleetwood train at 9-29,
acknowledged it at 9.29 ; I received Train '

ing section 1S signal at 9.32, it was accepted und^station yard working by box in advance a*
and it ran past my box at 9.33 against all my s*ej
nals. 1 did not accept the Is line clear -
for the Hellifield train m soon as offered* ^possible* I wished the Fleetwood train to a

^first, as it is due to do so, and I made euq®* ,
on the telephone from Lostock as to

.

_
jy

abents. I received information that it h «u
^just arrived at that station* I therefore i&wi *

the Hellifield train and allowed it to arrm-'
^ ^The train came to a stand at the platform

the last vehicle just underneath Triuffy
^^^bridge at about 9.3L I accepted the * idiirifl'

’

train as the train from Hellifield was apl^1'1 fpo&
being allowed to do so, as my fork P°m. ync-
the Fleetwood line were sot for the nlL* L

, „Tld 1
After the Hellifield train had come to ji*
reversed these points for the passenger * ‘

0r }
preparation for the Fleetwood train to &F uph*
did not keep my points sot for the main bi ^ jja > .

the Fleetwood train had come to a fitatu
home signal, as T wished to have ever^h

^ tK
pared for it to arrive at the platform 111 .*

Blackburn train had been got away ‘ J ^my regulations allowed roe to do tbip- * ... I
looking towards the tonne! and a&w, , 11*0wood train emerge. I know at once Ih*1

3B

was travelling in was just passing the outer home
signal In the tunnel when I felt the brake applied
and released, and then suddenly put on with full
force. Immediately afterwards we came to a
sudden stand just as my van was past the Cabin.
There was no rebound- I was knocked against
the partition in my van, but have not been injured.
I put the window down and looked out, and I
saw the driver running down towards the cabin.
He asked me if the distant signal was at danger*and I replied 1 did not see it. He then said it
was off. I got out. of my van and went down the
train to see what was the matter. I received no
complaints from passengers, and they did not
appear to be at all alarmed. 1 estimate that on
passing the outer home signal we were travelling
at a speed of about eight or nine miles an hour.
This was considerably reduced before the collision
took place. The vacuum-brake acted all right.
The only damage done to my train was to the van
next the engine.

m?

iSm
m
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RichardPoUitt ,signalman at Bullfight No.1box,
stated : 1 have been 24 years in the service* and a
signalman 21 years, and have been 15 or 16 years
at Bullfield No.1. I came on duty on Sunday,
December 3rd, at S a.m- to work until 6 p.m. I
came off duty on the 2nd at 10 p.m. This box on
week-days is an eight-hour box, and a 12-hour
box on Sundays, I received ki Is line clear M sig-
nal for the Fleetwood train at 9.29 a.m ,., acknow-ledged it at 9.29, gave H Train entering section 1 -

signal to Blackburn Junction box at 9.32* accepted
in advance at 9,29* gave ** Train out of section 11

for it at 9,32, and received the same signal for it
a - 9.49* Just after the signalman nt Blackburn
Junction had accepted the Fleetwood train, and
before T received the u Train entering sectionn
signal, the signalman at Blackburn Junction box
asked me on the telephone how hisdistent signals
looked. I looked out at both his inner and outer
distent signals and replied that they were both
on and were good signals. As the engine passed
my box I heard the driver whistle two for the
passenger line, I immediately went to the win-
dow and looked at the distant signals and saw

i
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$ Mr, CraB&leyf station master at Bolton Station*stated t I was on the clown platform, at the time
this accident occurred, but I did not notice any-
thing until the collision had happened, mid heard
of it from one of my staff , I at once came fLcroas
and spoke to the inspector who was In charge of
the up platform* and asked him if ho had received
any complaints from the passengers. Ho replied
u Ho,” I then went under the bridge, looked
along the Fleetwood train, and satisfied myself
there was nothing wanted there, I returned and
looked at- the position of the trucks, and then
immediately wont to Blackburn Junction box
and staked signalman Kay what ho had to lay
about the matter, His reply was w Nothing, be-yond that all my signals were at danger* and he
has run past thorn alL” Ho pointed out that the
position of the Blackburn train absolutely pre-
vented him. from moving his levers, and chat his
signals wove exactly in the same position as
when the accident happened. I looked at the
intermediate home signal and saw that It was
at danger. On returning from the cabin 1 spoke
to driver Ohamook* and he told mo that all.

signals were off for him. I replied that it could
not possibly be so with the Hcllifiold train stand-
ing as it did, T saw Charnook a second time,
and he stilted the signals were on , T t hen said
ri My man, that could not possibly be with the
Blackburn train standing on these points. The
pointsman could not possibly do It." Some little
time later 1 saw Uharnock a third time, and
ho then laid he hid not seen the home signal in
the tunnel, but that the distant signal was off for
him, I am perfectly clear that this man told me,
and meant me to behove, that all signals were off
for him, and not the distant signal alone, in the
first instance* After being i n Blockburti Ju notion
box I made my way through the tunnel to Bull -
field and tested the signals. 1 found that when
the up starting signal was lowered the Blackburn.function distant signal for Johnson Street- fork
drooped, but that the inner and outer distant
signals wore good signalsat danger, oven when the
Boilfield No. 3. home and starting signals were
oft The inner and outer distent signals for
Blackburn .1unction are slotted with the Bull-
field signals.

Hmvg Ooo&Gf main line inspector* stated i I
was called to the station owing to this accident,
and arrived there about twenty minutes to ten.
I found that the Fleetwood train, had run Jute the
rear of the HoHifield to Manchester train* which
was standing at the up platform foul of the trail-
ing points, and it knocked three trucks off the
road and slightly damaged the engine of the
Fleetwood train. I went down to Blackburn
Junction box to see what bad happened, and J
very shortly afterwards saw the driver and asked
him how it had happened. Ho then, said that all
thesignals were off* I replied,** Tbatcould not fee
so, as the locking would not allow ifc*st Ho in-
sisted* however, that it was so, and I said*

H Well,
wo will try the signals and locking as soon as wo
get an o p p o r t u n i t y A f t e r the Blackburn train
had been taken oil' the points, I saw the signal-man reverse the road and teat it. All the signals
were found to work right, and the Blackburn
Junction tunnel and outer home signals could
not be lowered until the trailing points under the
bridge were set for the slow line.

.0St my signals* hot I had not time te reverse
P points again for the main line. Iliad

pjtT * to get hold of and exhibit a red flag, so
|p0- ' the window and commenced waving my
If *̂

1‘ shouting, but the driver did noi appar-
^00 jfiio, and he did not appeal’ to be doing

thin#*
r^° tj n to mo to bo travel -

^ - at & speed of at least 30 miles an hoar past
1»%*. I was much astonished to sec it pass at

: - W1? ,:|. -,ecd. He passed my intermediate home at
S^^or at a slightly reduced speed* and I should
Sk ^hen

: nTwa^ travel!'

ing at about IT miles pur hour.
Kftrain appeared to slacken speed very rapidly

re|gsLr passing my box. Directly after the accident
1 If o driver ran back to my box* arriving there at
i .rt-jj and stated that, the signals were all off for

riV pointing to the homo signal in the tunnel
to the intermediate home.

Id not possibly bo. He replied again that it
I then shouted to chargeman Hindley*

the collision occurred the Fleetwood

I Sind that

^v. -rofl

5:fo:;^,&
was working underneath my cabin, and

a;£fk!him to go and see If the outer home signal
m the tunnel was off. He went and came hack

^ni\ said that the homo signal was fully on. I
iliil not alter the signals since either train passed,

' and could not have pulled the signals off for the
if ^Fleetwood train because the 11elldieId train had
mhover cleared the trailing points for the Blackburn

phos which lock up my signals from Fleetwood..

Whilst ehaigcman Hindley was away I rang
Bullfield No.1 up and asked the signalman there

&/ io tell ine -what position my distant signals were
when the train passed* and lie replied that both

?p my inner and outer distant signals were at danger,
B:juia that the driver whistled (< 2 in passing. The

repeaters ” in my cabin showed the signals at-^danger. 1 may mention that when I ackriow-
Mgod the fi Is line clear 1' signal for tho Fleet-

liiTVwd train, J. happened to notice that the pointer
||| the '* repeater ? I for the outer slow li.ne distent
|||was quivering, and us, when I notice anything of

lijvfhts kind* I always make it a point to enquire

^. Whetlier there is anything wrong with the signals,
P^J .asked Bullfield No.. 1 how my distant signals

^;|ppef and he then said they were all at danger.
The rules for working in the Blackburn Junction

ISl^x allow me to accept a train from Bullfield
f provided the up line isa clear as far as thogr- Trinity Street bridge. After the Holliheid train

Md come to a standstill the line was dear up to
dds point, so I wws justified in accepting the
|train., |have never received any complaint as to
|TIi;y distant signals at Bullfield drooping.

wm
m
Vv- '

M

l

David HindUyy chargeman, staksd i I am a
Khl^igenian in the Signal Department* and it is

duty to look after the signals and oil the
*ilKi tevors in the boxes* I came oil duty

gFv v . b u n d i i y, the 3rd, at 6.0 a.m. to work until
Tm* At about 0,32 a.m+ I was cleaning

^Pl^̂ ^rieath Blackburn Junction box when I
I l l Lfclenly heard the signalman shout “S t o p s t e p,”B^Jltontly to the driver of a train which

into the station from the IHeetwood
jj||| ^ 0,100 iy0nt to arrived
|§i: ufT -r about the time the train came to a stand

I g r n f* collision* I immediately went back into
p ': W .lL1 ,lllftl to see I tow the signals were* and they
SrT four f u l l y at danger, I came back Lo the
pT .

J a*Hl told signalman Kay what I had soon.

was

£
Conclusion*

* * Che circumstances under which tills collision occurred were as follows : Tim 7.10 a.m.
llTnn He!Jifield arrived at the up platform, Bolton Station, at Sh3l a.in.? and came

M
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to a stand with. its last vehicle under Trinity Street Bridge, foul of the junction >}n.
between the HelMcld and Fleetwood up platform lines. "

Signalman Kay, who was in charge of the Blackburn Junction box, states fj,
was :LT ii . 27 a, in . that he had pulled off his home and distant signals for this train
and he asserts that these signals were still off and the junction, points still lying fo'. ^ .11
Hcllifield direction when the collision occurred. ' k % '

Meanwhile at 9.29 a.m. ihillfield No . 1. offered Kay the 7.20 a.m. Fleetwood
at to is moment the Hellifield train was approaching the station, and Kay was unabl ** '
accept a second train on the up platform line, so he set his fork points for the m, p 0|l
from Butlficld No. 1 to lie for the up main line, which was clear, instead^for the up platform line, and lie then accepted the train. All Ills up sj p
were, however, at danger, as ho had not received “ Line clear ” for this
from the Salford line box. At 9.51 a.m ., when the Hellifield train had come tpllll|
standstill , ho reversed his fork points, so as to admit the Fleetwood train to
platform line , but still keeping his signals at danger. AT. 9.32 he received '

entering section ” signal from BullfieM No. 1 ; he at onee offered it Lo Salford fine boll|Band it was accepted under Station Yard working. This necessitated the train bombrought to a standstill at the Blackburn Junction home signals, so Kay still kept hisignals at danger for that purpose, and as a matter of fact he was unable to lower them*
as the junction points under 1Y iility 8treeL 1Jridge were ^:i11 !yi 11g for the Hcllifidddirection, and were locked in that position by the Hellifield signals.

At 9.H5 a.m., however, Kay suddenly saw the Fleetwood train appear in view, and heatonce realised that it had run past his signals. Re did all he could to attract the driver’sattention, and the train slackened speed rapidly after pissing him, but not sufficiently
to prevent the collision occurring. Kay estimates the speed of the train when passing
his box at SO miles an hour. '
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Driver Charnoek who was driver of the Fleetwood train states that he is positive

that when he passed the outer and inner signals for Blackburn Junction box they wer£
both off. He did not see the outer home signal till he was actually passing underfit,
when he suddenly noticed that it was against him. He states that he was then going at
eight or nine miles an hour, and that though he then applied his vacuum brake and made|.

every endeavour to ship Iris train ho was unable to do so owing, be states, to the greasy
state of tire rails. Charnock allows that lie was acquainted with the fact that Bolton hi
a station which has to be treated as a terminal station, and that he should have been
running at such a speed as to have been ab’

-e to stop his train with his hand brake only;
but he admits that he forgot all about this rule. :

Fireman Fuss, who was on the engine with driver Cbarnoek, states that 1||1|||1
E 11ackb11rn J unction outer istaut signal w< s agai;is1 tliern. bu L hc eoivoboratea 1i is driver
as to the inner distant being off. . , / kill

On the other hand, signalman Pollitt, who was on duty in the Bullfield No. J box,
and who had a good view of the Blackburn Junction distant signals, states that he
is positive that when the Fleetwood train passed thorn they «rort: both at danger. Just
before the time at which the Flectw'ood train arrived at Bui I field No. 1. box, Kay hath
noticed that the repeater of one of Ids distant signals—though not the one for the line on
which the 1' 1oatwtlod train was coming- was quivririg, sohe asked Pollitt on the telephon >

how his distants were. Pollitt accordingly specially looked HT them, and saw and told
him that both his up distortts were on and were good signals.

Apart from Pollitt’s evidence, it appears to be most improbable that the distant
signals could have been off , as stated by the driver. They could not have been lowered
t i L both the home signa1s were o:IF 3 these latter were undoubted I y at danger w l;en thfi
train reached them, and it is practically certain that they must have been in that posit101?:$
since D . 27 a.111., when the signals for the Hellifield train were pulled off, theiwo
locking the junction points and preventing these home signals for the Fleets0:
direction from being lowered. Also, immediately after the occurrence of tire accident,
distant signals were examined and were found to he at danger.

There appears therefore to bn conclusive evidence that the Blackburn Juncp'°
distant signals were at danger when the Fleetwood train passed them, and that dI'1"v . et|
Chavnock omitted to notice this fact , and consequently did not bring his train suffic*̂ * ^under control to be able to stop it at the home signal.

Irrespective of this fact, Charnock was unable, even with the use
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of his vaC1111
^brake, to stop his train between the outer home signal , which he did notice to ^ Edanger, and Trinity Street Bridge, a distance of 275 yards. The Company has a dhtJI’ ,

rule that trains are to be brought to 11 standstill at Bolton Station by the use of the :- :1 *
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, Jt is therefore clear that either Charnock was approaching- the station at

|fokfl a speed, or that he did not take the proper steps to bring his train to at°° ii^vhen he saw that the outer home signal was against him.
There can be no doubt that this accident was entirely due to the careless
i 1,-iver Chamock carried oat his duties on this occasion, and the whole responsibilityb >Jmust rest on him.

far ' v? blame appears to attach to any other of the Company’s servants.
I have. &c.,

V—
Mf

iis- - -. manner inm

Assistant Secretary,
flailway Department, Board of Trade.

P. G. VON DONOP,
Li.-Col., R.E.

The

APPENDIX.

DAMAGE TO ROLLING STOCK.
Helli fieId train.

Covered truck, No. 139*—Axle-boxes and brake
wopk broken.

Carriage trunk, No, 8,—Broken up and wheels
under.

Carriage
castings broken.

Flesiwofjd train.
Engine, No. 838.—Smoke-box and tender tank

damaged.
Bogie van, No, 1,033.'—Front bogie displaced*

Damage to Permanent way.
Points bent. Find 19 yards of platform coping

displaced.

m

from
truck. No. 46.—Buffers and buffer

: . :.,r . -

Sfag Printed copies of the above Report were sent to the Company on the 13th January, 1900.SY::-.

m
LONDON AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY.

Board of Trade ( Railway Department),
8, Richmond T errace, Whitehall, London, S. W.,

August 9th, 1899.I HAV]5 the honour to report for the information of the Board of Trade, incompliance with the Order of the 3rd July, the result of my enquiry into the collisions“tot occurred at about il p.rn . on the 1st July, at Verdin’s siding signal -boxTVinsford Junction on the London and North-Western Railway.In this case a train consisting of a six-wheels-coupled engine, six -wheeled tender,j>v waggons of coal , two empties, and a brake-van, which was travelling on the down|||P hue between Winsford Junction and Verdin’s siding, was, owing to a mistake on the
fniri

0^ drive1*
) allowed to run through the buffer-stops at the end of the loop, andhaled with the abutment of an overbridge a lew yards behind the stops. The drivercj fireman jumped off their engine shortly before the collision occurred, and these( the brakesman escaped without injury.

^ he engine was considerably damaged, and the abutment of the bridge seriously

Sin,8

near

men

Thecan-n ' c°lhsion caused several of the waggons to leave the mils (the exact number? .h® Ascertained, but it was about 14), and some of these fouled the down main linech ia alongside the down loop line.
4jj A down goods train, consisting of a six-wheels-coupled engine, six- wheeled tenderrugous, and a brake- van, which at the moment was pissing along the down main linete the coal waggons, which were foul of its track, and
Phi tea an<^ t^ie fr°nt P°rti°ri oi the goods train were piled up in a heap, with the engine
it],{ of the second train on the top of them. The driver and fireman were bruised„ ^aken, but escaped more serious injury. Thirteen coal waggons ancl 21 goodskj pb 118 were smashed up (two of the former and 13 of the latter being literally brokenthe goods engine was badly damaged, and the two main lines were blocked.siit.tyV JO,lt the same time the signals were off for an up excursion train, consisting of ailjĝ l^S'Coupled engine, tender, and 17 carriages, but the signalman in Verdin’s siding

r. 8eG'ng what was about to happen, immediately put all signals to danger,t̂ely the excursion train was still some distance off , and the driver of it found the

was wrecked. The coalVi.
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