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a sli~ht check at Harbury, where a piece of single line 
was being worked. They found the Leamington sig­
nals at danger, and pulled up at the home-signal, and 
the tail of the train was 176 yards within the distant­
ligna\. A.... soon as the train came to a stand he 
took his lamp and detonators, and after lookin~ about 
for a minute he went bH.Ck to protect his train. He 
went back about 50 yards when he heard the engine­
driver of his train whistle, to indicate that he was 
about t.o move forward, and hP, therefore, returned 
to hil'l van. But he found his train had not moved 
forward, and he stood on the line looking to RCe 
what WM the matter, and went back ngain to protect 
his train. He g'ot as far as the di11tant-signal, and 
wa.<~ just opposite it, when the pas.<~Cnger-train passed 
him at a speed of about 15 miles an hour. He 
showed a red light with his hand-lamp, but could 
see that they were doing nil thPy could to stop. He 
could RCe fire flying from the tender-bi'M\k as the train 
came out of the cutting. 

Conclrui011. 
In the cnsc, then, of this collision, a goods-train 

WBB stopped, in obc•licnce to signals, on a part of the 
line, near Leu.mington, on which the view was limited 
in consequence of a curve, and of tlte position of some 
houses at. the side of the line; and a NepiU'I\tion also 
took place in the goods-train, the hind~r part of it 
having been left on the line, when the en~iuc-dri\·cr 
attempted to move forward through the stntion. 

The engine-driver of the pas!Oenger-train had no 
doubt a good view of the distant-signal, 176 yards 
outside of the ~ds-van ; he had nlso a light train; 
and if he had used more caution in approuching the 
mtion he would hnve been able to avoid the col· 
Iision. But the position of the gocds-train wa.<~, no 
doubt, whnt he would not expect; 11nd any train 
standing in tmch a position ought undoubtedly (where 
the block-telc:,rraph was not in force), to lui.Ve been 
prot<octed, not merely by the distant-l'li~nal, but also 
by delouo.ting-signals, and J,y the gunrd, who 11hould 
ho.ve been back to protect it. 

The exact position in which the ~uard of the ~oodt~­
trsin stood as the pWiSenger-traiu passed him is the 

subject of contradictory evidence. The engine-dri\'er 
and fireman of the passenger-tnUn 8886rt that he was 
near his van, in the act of going back; whereas the 
guard, himself, states, on the other hand, that he Wll8 

176 yards from the goods-van, and opposite the dis­
tant-signal ; but there were evidently no detonatora 
on the rails, and it is impossible to attribute much 
blame to the engine-driver of thl' pa.ssenger-train, who 
WB!I running down a steep gradient, on slippery rails, 
and who found the goods-train in such a position, 
without further protection. 

There is also much excuse for the guard of the 
goods-train, as it appears that he did go back to pro­
tect his tro.in in the first instance, and wa.s recalled by 
the engine-driver ; and that he then only rejoined his 
train in order to proceed forward with it through the 
station. If the coupling between the sixth and seventh 
wo.ggons bad not f.Uled he would have gone forwlll'd 
with the goods-train, and the collision would not have 
occurred. He had r.ot time, after finding that the 
hinder part of his train did not proceed, to go back, 
and efficiently protect his train. 

With a view to the prevention of such an accident 
in future, it is obviously desirable, and especially ao 
considering the dangerous nature of the approach to the 
Leamington station, that the line between Leamington 
nnd Oxford should be worked on the block-system. 

This system has already been adopted in the other 
direction between Leamington and Hatton, but not 
bPtwecn Hatton and Bordesley. 

Considering the importance of the traffic between 
Oxfot·d and Birmingham, there can be no question 
thnt the nccc88D.ry appliances and apparatus should be 
provided as quickly AA possible for working the block­
HY!Itom on the whole of thi.'l I!CCtion of the Gre&t­
Wt•:;tern Ruilway, and I understand that it is th" 
intention of the Company to carry out this much­
lleL-..lctl improvement. 

Tlu~ ."\rcrt'lar.'l• 
(llailloay Department,) 

Board of Trade. 

I have, &c., 
u. w. TYLEB. 

Printed copies of the a.bovc report were sent to the Company on the 6th June. 

LANCASHIRE AND YO.,RKSHIRE RAILWAY. 

lloard of Tradt·, 
(Railway Dcpflrtnw1ll), 

S1R1 21ld May 1877. 
I HAVE the honour to report, for the informa· 

tion of the Board of Tl'sde, the result of my inquiry 
into the circumRtances which attenrled the nccident 
that occurred on the ll th March at Harriaon's Level 
Crossing on the Lanco.shire and Yorkshire Uailwo.y, 
in the town of Black burn. 

At about half-paat six in the morning, a woman 
named Elizabeth Bradley, who wa.s about 37 years 
of age, o.nd who was out of her mind, wa.s injured, 
and found on the railway about 60 yards to the west. 
of the level crossing in question. Her skull was 
fractured, and she wa.s insensible. She died in the 
infinnary at Blackburn about nine days afterwards. 

This accident having been brought to the notice of 
the Board of Trade by Mr. Briggs, the Member of 
Parliament for Blaekburn, I informed him of the time 
when I should investigate the matter, and I was met 
at the level crossing in question by the mayor, 
Mr. Hornby, and aome other members of the town 
council; Mr. Bryan, the borough engineer for Black­
burn; Mr. Potts, the chief constable; and several 
other gentlemen who represented the local residents. 

Mr. l>ilkington, one of the directors, and several 
officers representing the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Rl\ilwny Company. 

After having examined the locality, and the plan 
for doing away with the level crossing in question, in 
aeconlance with an Act obtained by the company in 
1873, the inquiry was adjourned to the Town Hall, 
at the request of the mayor. Two delegates, M1·. John 
Stone Hargreaves and Mr. James Taylor, who had 
been foreman to three or four coroners' juries which 
sat on deaths which had occurred at Harrison's 
Cros.'!ing, were chosen by the residents to represent 
them at the inquiry, and attended at the Town H&ll 
8('Cordingly. 

A statement was put in by the town clerk showing 
that five fatal accidents had occurred at this crossing 
since November 1869, and he stated that numerous 
other parties had been more or less injured. 

He also put in the following return, taken on the 
26th ultimo, of the number of persons who had used 
the crossing during the 24 honra of that day ; viz. :-
2,786 foot passengers; 1\bout 650 of these bad used 
it between 12.0 noon and 2.0 p.m.; about 670 
between 5.0 p.m. and 7.0 p.m. ; and about 400 
between 6.0 a.m. and 6.0 a.m. ; 72 conveyances passed 
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ofer 'he milway at the crOBSing during the same day 
and 147 trains passed over the croBBing along th~ 
railway. He also represented tho.t the crossing was 
badly protected, there being only one man kept there 
who lire~ in the house belonging to the Company a~ 
lhe croS:liug. This mo.n locks the gates ab011t half­
past eight at night, and opens them at half-pnst six 
in the morning, but the wickct-go.tes are left open 
for foot passenger~ during the day and night. If 
there arc 11oy conveyances that require to croBS during 
the oight, thto gatekeeper getll up on being roused by 
tht parties wanting to cross. 

The gates close across the road, but they arc not 
large eooogh to close act·os.~ the railway. 

The railway is ~traight, o.nd there is a good view 
along the line for 500 yards on each side the croBBing. 
Tite 11f0Uod adjacent to the railway is laid out for 
streets, the grca~r pru-t of which are already lined 
"·ith bou,;es, and tbP. remainder will probably soon 
loo covered with 11hops and houses for the working 
cla.'ISe!l. 

There i~ n bridge over the railway carrying a 
public road about 613 yards to the east of the cross­
ing, r.nd one under the railway about 448 yards to 
!he west of the crossing. 

Thr. milwoy is the main line from Blackbum to 
Preston. It was opened for passenger troflic about 
the year 1846 or 1847. 

In 1Si3 the Company in their ]>nrliamento.ry 
Omnibus Bill, took powers for obtaining land and 
ron!llructing nn under btidge at the west 11ide of 
Harr!son's, level crossing, and for clo!ling this public 
crossmg. These powet·s lapsed in 1876, nod nothing 
ha.~ been done. 

Thr Mayor and persons interested in the matter 
on the p11rt of tho public would be satiRiied if the 
ll'orks which were then proposed were cnrrie1l out, 
nml it seems to me very desin1hlc that this should bl• 
done M rnrly as possible, os the lou"!'r it is tleferrcd. 
the more difficulty nnd expense ttJCrc will be in 
oh1.1ioing the lmul for the purpose. I think the 
Compnny should construct the appronches and the 
bridges under the line; and that the Corporstion, or 
the owner of the property, should catTy out the small 
ll'orQ necessary to connect the present !Streets with 
the new rond to the under bridge. 

As regards the unfortunate woman who was killed 
on the present occasion, it seems that she left her 
friends nt Church Parish, about four miles from the 
S('f'ne or the accident, about six o'clock on the previous 
mning, nod it is supposed that she was making her 
way to some friend's house at Mill Hill. 

.The most direct route for her t~ proceed to Mill 
H1U wa~ by Harrison's level crossiDg, o.nd her road 
th~nce to .Mill Hill wRII o. little shorter along the 
ra_1lway than by the high road. Whether she was a 
wtlfult.rc8passer on the railway or not has not been 
a.~crtamed. 

The first marks of thP. woman's blood were found 
~honl 30 yards west of the level crossing, on t.he up 
hne from Preston to Blackburn. They extended 
thence acrflEI the rnilway to the door of o. hut on the 
IIOuth ~idl' of the line and thence along the down 
li.n~ for 30 yards to wb~re she wo.s found at ho.lf-po.st 
m th~ following morning, lying in the wt>st ditch o.t 
the ~•de of the line, 60 yardH west of the lc\"el 
cr~sing. 

(Signed) 
Tl!f A11illallt Stcretary 

Railtl!ug Department.' 

(43.-1.) 

I lm ve, &c., 
F. H. HICR, 

Col011el, R.E. 

BoARD OF TRADE to the SECRETABT of the 
LA,NCASBIRE and YoRKSHIRE RAILWAY CoMPANY. 

Board of Trade, 
Railway Department, 

SIR, 7th May 1877. 
I All directed hy the Board ol' Trnde to 

transmit to you, for the information of the Directors 
of the Lancnshire o.nd York11hire Railway Company, 
~he ~ncl~ed copy .of Colonel Rich's report of his 
mq~•ry Int~ the Circumstances attending the fatal 
acculent which occurred at Harrison's le\'el crossing 
on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Uo.ilway. 

I am at the same time to request that the Board 
of Trade may be informed whether it is the intention 
of the Directors to apply to Parliament for an exten­
sion of time for carrying out the works referred to 
by Colonel Rich, in order tho.t this dan~rous level 
crossing mny be doue nway with. ., 

I o.m to add, that the Boai"<l of Trade pm-pORI' to 
lny the report in que~tion. and the reply which they 
may receive from you, before Pnrlia.mcnt. 

I o.m, &c., 
(Signed) lh::sR¥ G. CALCRA•-r. 

The Secretary 
of the Lancashire and Yorkshit·e 

RILihvny Company. 

SECRP!TARY of the LANCAsmRE AND Yonxsmn'F! 
RAILWAY CoMPANY to the BoARI> of TnAn•:. 

Lnncn.<~hire o.nd Yorkshire Ro.ilway, 
Secretary's Office, Manchester, 

Sm, 16th May IR77. 
I RAVE submitted to the Dit·ectors or this 

Compnny your communication of the 7th inRt., with 
copy uf tlw repurt from Colonel Rich o.ccorr.pnnyinu 
it of his inquiry into the cit·cum~to.nccs attendin.,. th~ 
fatui accident which occurred nt Hnrrh•on's Ievel 
crossing on this Company's line, near Blnckburn, on 
11th March ID.<~t, to Elizabeth Hradley. In reply, I 
am directed to state that the crossing in question was 
provided by arrangement with the landowner, when 
the line was constructed, a~ a field occupation crossing; 
the town, however, has since extended considerably in 
that direction, and streets have been mn.de leading to 
the crossing. Owing to the consequent incre&~~e of 
road traffic, the Company, some time ago, though not 
under any legal obligation to do so, built a gatehouse, 
and nppointed a mo.n to attend to the gates o.s stated 
in Colonel Rich'a report. 

In 1873 the Compo.ny obtaine«l o.n Act of Parlia­
ment, containing permissive powers to substitute a 
bridge for this level crossing, and subsequently en­
tered into negotintions for the purchase of the ' 
nccesl!ary land, but found when the price asked was 
added to the estimated cost of the works, the total 
expeme would be upward~ of 7,0001. With this 
t>stimo.te before them, nnd bearing in mind thnt the 
Company wns under no legnl ohligntion to construct 
the bridge in question, nnd especially that the desit·­
a.blenes~ of abolishing the level. crossing nro!!t', not 
merely from the use of the ratlway, but from the 
puhlic huving adopted the use of it for their own 
convenience, the Directors thought that the COf]Jorn­
tion of Black burn, as representing the public, might 
fairly be o.skcll to contribute towards the construction 
of the bridge and approaches, an applicntion wa . .'l 
accordingly tnnde to the Cot-poration ; copy of which 
ond the reply to it, o.rc o.s follows, viz. :- ' 

"Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway, 
"Hunts Bank, Mancheater 

"DEAR Sm, 12th April 1876. ' 
"IN the session of I•arliament 1873 thiil 

" CQmpany obtained pnrlio.mentary powers to make 
" o. bridge underneath the Blackburn Md I•reston 
" section or their railway within the borough of 

D 
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" Blaekburn, and when made they have power to @top 
" up Ha.rrison'slevel eroBSing, both of which Bre shown 
" upon the enclosed tracing, copied from the parlia· 
" mentary plan. The Directors have had estimates 
" made of the probable cost of the work, and find it 
" is so serious (about 7,2001.), that the object to be 
" gained does not justify so large an expenditure, and 
'' they hesitnte to incur it unless they can obtain a 
" contribution from the Corporation of Blackburn 
" towards t.he object, and I am requested to lay the 
11 matter llCfore them with this view. The grounds 
" upon which the Dil'ectors seek to usk such a.<;Sistance 
" i!l that the Corporation having t.he control of matters 
" within the borough for the safety of the puhlic, an:l 
" the work referred to being t!Xecuted for the public 
" lil\fl'ty, the Dil·ector:5 hope that the Corporation will 
" consider tlw 111atter in a favourable light, and let 
" them know to what extent they will be disposed to 
" meet the Compsny in the expenditure. 

" I remain, &c., 
"(Signed) SAMUEL Bunm:ss. 

" W. E. S. Gaine, Esq., 
" Town Cll~rk." 

"Black burn. 
"Re Harrison'~ Crossing. 

" DEAR S1a, Bl.o.ckburn, 25th April 1876. 
" I HAVE submittal your letter of the 12th 

" inst. to the Highway Committee of tu is Corporation, 
,, and ram desired by the committee to inform you 
" that tho committee, while of opinion that it is most 
" desirable that the work referred to therein should 
" be executed, do not see their way to recommend 
" the C01-poration to contribute towards the co~t of 
" same. 

"I remain, &c., 
"(Signed) Wll. E. S. GAtNE, 

" Town Clerk. 
" S. Burgess, Esq., 

"Lancashire o.nd Yorkshire Uailway, 
"Mnuch~tcr." 

Since the failure or tbeee negotiations with the 
Corporation nothing further has been done in \he 
matter. 

With regard to the question as to whether the 
Directors of the Company intend to apply for further 
parliamentary powefl! with respect to this level cross· 
ing, I am desired to BllY that the Board would most 
willingly adopt this course in conjunction with the 
Corporation of Ulackburn IL!I, whilst fully recognising 
their own position in the matter, they do think that 
there is jlll!t claim upon the Corporation to contribute 
towards the cost of substituting a bridge with the 
necessary approaches at the place in quesuon. 

As you sny that the Board of Trade proposes to 
lay Colonel Rich's report and this reply before Par­
liament, my Directors trust they may be £>xcused for 
expressing an opinion that it is a great hardship on 
railway compiUlies to \)C called upon to expend large 
sums of money in abolishing level crossings on their 
rnilways already sanctioned by Parliament, and the 
inconvenience of which has arisen from other cireum· 
stances than those of the use of the line, and they 
venture to express a hope that Parliament will see fit 
to pass some general Act by which, in cases where 
found desirable that costly works shall be executed 
for the purpo~e of meeting the public convenience 
and security, by substituting bridgl.'~ for level cross· 
inl'!:t~, the expense should be fail"ly apportioned. between 
the railwny companies and the public authorities 
uccording to the circmnstnnces of each cnse, and the 
decision of some disinterested tribunal. 

(Signed) 
The ABBistant Secretary, 

(Railway Department,) 
Board of Trade. 

I am, &c., 
J. H. STU'.'ORD, 

Secretary. 

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY. 

Board of Trade, 
(Railway Department,) 

SIR, April 14th, 1877. 
IN compliance with the instructions coutnined 

in your Minute of the 5th instant, I hnve the honour 
to report, for the information of the Board of Trnde, 
the result of my inquiry into the circumstances which 
attended tl!C collision that occuned on the 3rd instn.nt, 
at Salford good~ yard junction, about half a mile to 
the west of Salford station, on the Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Roilway. 

The 7.0 n.m. paBSenger train from Manchester to 
Liverpool ran into a. minet·al train which wns being 
11hunted into the goods yard at Salford. Five passen­
gers have complained of being hurt, but their injuries 
ure belie~ed to be slight. 

About half a mile on the Petulleton side of the Sal­
ford Atation, there is a junction of the goods yard lines 
with the pn.ssenger lines. This junction is protected 
by the ordinnry home o.nd distant signals, which arp 
worked from a raised cabin close to the junction. 
The point.'! and signals are interlocked. This junc­
tion-cabin is called the Salford engine-shed cabin. 
The view along the line in both directions is very 
limited, owing to the cur~es nnd the high walls which 
bound the railway. The distant-signal at the Man­
chester side of the engine-shed cabin is 530 yards, 

and the home-signal is 37 yards from the cabin. This 
homc-si~no.l cnn be seen by a driver npproncbiug from 
Manchester about 203 yards before he reaches it. 
The mineral train, which was being l<huntcd ut the 
engine shed-cabin junction, could be seen about 150 
yurds before it was reached. 

The railway is practically le~el nt this plnce. 
On the day in question, a mineral trnin, which 

consisted of a tank-engine, 5 wagons of stonl', und 
10 empty cattle wuggons, left OldfieM Road, which is 
at the 'vest side of ~nlfortl station, o.t 6.55 :\.m., and 
rcuched Salford engine-shed junction at 7.0 n.m. It 
stoppml just beyond the junction, in order to set bnck 
into the goods yard through a pair of points which 
arc situated about 16 yards to the wcAt of the junction 
cnbin. As the train was backing into the yard, the 
last waggon was run into by the engine of the pas· 
senger trnin which left Mnnchester nt 7.0 n.m. 

The passenger train consisted of an engine o.nd 
tender, n. third-class carriage with brnke compnrt­
mcnt and the guard in charge, three coo.che11 coupled 
to it by continuous breaks, and two coaches without 
breaks at the tail of the train. 

The pointsman at the engine-shed cabin moved 
the levers of hi11 home and distant signal.o;; so as to 
place these signals at danger before he allowed the 
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