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L pelng wm‘l‘:ing-ordnl;', and the blocks of
1101% the other curringes, biing, according to the
et @ o awny 100 mneh (o work properly., On
vl “r“ g pravious journey the sane morning from
j‘;,-ﬂs 4 1o Chatbuen, all had gone right s regards
1R'Fk.hft:.|; the flve intermediate stations,  On ap-
@S Cpaelehurn the driver shut off steam: ot the
nm!:‘:t"i]ﬁf o dummel - 200 yarda long, about 530 yards
E“;;n tail of the Wigan train, and on emerging
& qnuel saw this train standing in its prdinary
i ot {ipeman applied the tender breaks ns
'1!03'-“‘”[: the east end of the stativn. Wlhen within twa
- qunak ® carviage lengths of the van of the Wigan train
o v, finding the train was not stopping s it
the hreale whistle, reversed and had just

i

drive

o uvit ,

jil'l_'ﬁ_h:"g Ay contrary steam when his engine atrack
o b0 APk ¥ TR s :

i & s at o very lew spead, not two miles an liour,

itier train sustained any damage whatever.

+ i phe guard states that he had his breaks on as nsusl
2 EF?E* frain wWis entering the station ot a walking

. put that when about 20 yurds from the van of the

i lie beeame apprehensive that theve wonld

poard of the Chatburn train in overestimating their.
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b o collision, and serewed his break on as tight as
hea could at the sgme time that the driver rveversed.
T was only after the eellision that he found out the
defecta in his breals sned veported them,

Tlues 1.'111'1‘;&%:; insmeotor b Bloekburn, after the
collision, marked off the last carvinge ut one as
vranting new blocks, but did nol sgree with the guard
a3 to the blocks of three other c:b.rl'ingl.‘.q boing worn
otk

'he oeenrrence of this eallision muat be attributed to
an error of judgment on the poart of the deiver and

power of stopping on entering Blaekburn station.
This moy hove been partly due to a defective state of
the contingoizs hveaks, but hiad che state of thess been
as bad ns the guaed wonld maké ouby it would have
surely mada itself felt ot some of the many previous
stops the same morning.

I hawe, &e.

C. 8. Horcmmxsow,

The Secretary S Y
iend.- Col., BLF.

Hailway Depariment,
Hoard of Trede,

Board of Trads,
(Railony Department,)

Thieehall, Ltk Decomber 171,
1 mave the honour to roport, for the informa-
“of the Doard of Trade, in obedience to yoor
foof the Suml ultimo, the result of my ingoiry
he cireumetanees which attended on o aceident
gerred to n passenger train, ab the entranee to
gac..p gtation on the Bast Lancashive section of
iwashire and Yorkshire Railwey, on the 18th

Catated i the setarn from the eompany that one
was hort,
o ling between Hawtenstall and Bacup is vather
than four niles in length, and it is single
hont, with three intermediste stotions and

g stdlings,
as opened for traffle in die yose 1848,
station yard commeness ot the north-east end
liort tnnoel nnder-n tompike road, where theee
pair of facing points with on indieator attached
it rond being the main line into the station, and
bt rowd to aosiding,  The facing points are
ok to stand open for the main line, and they
Anstened in this pesition by o hasp and a padloek,
hich ie ovdered to be Lept locked., The line con-
tovise on g steep incling of | in 744 for about
chatns, and thenee to the end of the station, for
E15 chains further, the gradient is 1 ih 200,
Lthe day in question, the 10k, 38m. a.um. wain
L Manchester to Bacup, consisted of an engine and
tly goods wagoon, bresk van, 1st closs, 2nd olass,
Sid eluss carvinges, arvanged in the order here

.ibl’“u:_g]l thi tannel wis off for lim to enter the statioi
i '}’."1 thie indieator ot the facing points stoed all
' tm“'_‘"!]}‘-m to wo on the main line. He says ho
o T;ﬁ g very slow, or about 10 miles an hour,
: Em.‘ibl-ﬂﬂ.lm’“’a over the facing poiuts ho felt a bib

itings 1y he shat off the stenm aud whistled for the
) "_mus"l‘m].:, Lt the _ergine irmedintely dropped off

Pat. :J““*] tumbled abont o muel, that he conld
“‘-‘h’-fl'mn the tender breals, and they ran about 43
ol f."nii the facing points before the engine stopped,
e ¢ went buck to sce what was amiss at tha

'E;: Wiver found e fucing poiuts unlocked, the
wot B Was turned back, and the padlock was off
0ot W there was no key in it ; and the points
vy, Awhite with frost, and Jdid not look az
been giled for o long time, He stated,
a8 & fresh mark on the tongue of the
2ty rail, and this mark could be t-rl'ﬂ!!k}d o the
iﬁf.nmﬁﬁght rail of the siding line, till it erossed
| 2t of the muain line right rail, where there
- Med, when T visited Bacop, w deep indenta-

i

ten s snd the driver states that the distant signal
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tion elose to the heel of the right switeh, ned after
that the ehgine ran on the ballast, between the two
tines, but off the rails |

The foreman of platelayers was the first peraon who
got to the spot after the aceident ocenrred. Te con-
firmaed the driver's statement, and added that he found

the paints closed and right for the main line, and the.

carriages wers siill on the main line, on the Bacup side
of the heel of the points; that the second connecting
rod of the faeing polnts was bent at the lett side, and
the rvight point rail was bent near the heel, and the
heel ehaie under it wos broken ; that theve was »
slight matk at the back of the tongue of the vight point
vail, and o sharp mark on the outside of the right
wiviteh vail near the heel, cassed by the grinding of
the flange of the right wheel ; sfter that the engine.
snd tender got off the rails altogether, as well sz the
goods waggon, and the leading wheels of the bresk
van were alzo drawn off the rails, while the teailing
whetels weare on the main line rails, A liktle farther
o picee of o rail, 4 feek 6 inches in length, had been
brolen out of the left rail of the siding line wheve the
engine had erossed it,

The foreman of platelayers told me that he tried
tha points and found that they would stand open if
allowed to closa gently, but that they would not closs
of themselves, and that they wers not kept in proper
order. He thinks the éngine only teok the wrong
line, and dragged the waggon and van after it The
accident oeurred Just hn%m‘a 12 o'clock .

Very little damage was dona to the rolling stock.
A buffer and the footbeard of one of the carriages and
un ixle box of the waggon were broken,

It further appeared t.%:t about 10,5 s, the yards-
wian, who had to look - after sight peirs of points in
thie yard, hind to attend to s goods train, which had
been backed into the siding, and the engine was
nliooled end ran down the main line, sud the yards-
man then unlocked the padlock, held the points open
for the engine to go into the siding at the lower end
adjacent to the turmel; that the cngine then went
into the siding and was hooked on to its train, and
the yardsman held the slip points to enable the goods
frain to get mway at about } to 11 o'elock. The
yardsman told me that it was then his duty to put
on the hasp and lock tho faeing points right for o
train to enter Bacup tevminal station, and he believes
he did lock them and took the key away.

The accident was clesrly occasioned by the facing
points not having been kept lﬂﬁzﬂpﬂl‘ order, ao that
they were not elosed to either ruils when the engine
ran over and mounted them. If they had oeen kept
in proper order, the absence ot the padlock would not
have siguified ; but the yardsman had evidently for-
aotten to replace the hasp and to put on the padlock
sl lock it
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The indieator also vwas out of order, so that it did
not ghow when the pointa ' failed to be close to the
gtock vaila, ;

1 do nof think the station master i fres from
blame, a8 he had previously had oceasion to firel
fanlt with the yardsman for the manner in which he
had attended %o the points in the yard; and he
ahould, in eonsequence, have made it his daty to look
more closely ofter him, and to the manmer in which
he kept the points. :

Bacup Station réquites to be vecavrenged, anil the
points eoncentrated and worked from & signal box,
with the proper interlocking of the points aud signals,

The facing points ot the mouth of the tunme)
also be bolt-locked by the distant siznal, [
grenter pirt of the station is sitoated on g f.t'--_
gradicnt, on which carviages will not remain nél.i!i
unless there ave breaks to hold them, For thig ‘e
there should be a signal box st the tunnel mog, "
proper arrangements for preventing vehicles thag o
break away from rouning down the ineline tﬂwl
Rawtenstall.

Ly

I have, &e. g
The Seeretory, W. YorLann,
Lailway Depordment, %
Board of Trade,

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY.

Board af Trade
( Reailway Department),

Homae) Whitehall, 2nd Decenber 1871,
T Fave the hononr to report for ‘the informa-
gion of the Board of Trade, in obedience to your
minute of the 22nd ultimo, the result of my inguiry
into the cirenmistonees which attended a collision that
seenrred in the Walton tunnel, near Tiverpool, on the
Lancashive and Yorkshive Eailway, between s pas-
senger train-and a goods engine on the 18th ultimo.

Two persons are stated to have been slightly v,

The Walton tonnel is about. 1,140 yards in length ;
it g sibdated between: Bootle Lane. station, 23 miles
from: Liverpool, and Walton junction, 3 miley from
Liverpool,  Ttis worked on the absolute block system
with the nssistance of the electrie telegraph ; the
telegraph signal stations Leing at Bootle Lane gtation
and Wialton junction. .

There sre extensive sidings st Bootle Lana station,
and the telégraph signal box is situated shout 370
yarids on the Liverpool side of the mouth of the
tumnel.  The entranes to the sidinge is from the up
line, snil the pointé are close to the signal box. Bootle
Lang passenger  station [platforms are just to the
north of the sigosl box; {

Tn consequence of o deficiency in the length of the
gidings ' for the shunting and marshalling of goods
{rains ut' Bootle Lane station, it had been %uun{]
neerﬂs:u';; to establish a driaw-ahead or stop semaphote
signal; placed within o few yards of the mouth of the
tunnel, and worked from the signal box, to enable any
train to pass the station signals, and to deaw close up
to the month: of the tunnel, and to stop  there uniil
the signalmar had received “ line elear™ from Walton
jometion h‘y tolegraph, if the frain was going through
the tunnel, and had taken off' the siop signal ; ovfo
back again into the sidings if it was merely engaged

R,

in shunting or-anarshalling the waggons prioe to

legving. o

This stop wignal was: nob -placed in. its proper
position at the lefh of ‘the np line, but at the other
side; to' enable it to: be deen from the signal box, the
view being obstructed by the areh of on everbridge,
whout 115 yards novth of the signol bex ; but s deuble
dige down distant sigoal 'is placed  in the poesition
which the stop sigual should have properly oceupied ;
this down distant sigtal being alzo worked from the
signal box and intended to protect Bootle-Lane station
snd the down line. ;

It appears that on the day in guestion the 10h.
S0m. nm; up passenger drain feom  Liverpool to
Preaton, which ennﬁiﬁt-ﬁd‘ﬂf an enging and fender,
two vans, snd five esrringes; reached Bootle Lane
station about 10k, 40mi, stopped at the up platform
o put doven and take wp passengers, and left at 10h.
41m, At this time the enging. of a epecial goods
train frem Bolten to- Liverpool had returmed from
Liverpool, and wasstanding in the Bootle Lane sidings,
having dttached a guard’s break ven while in the
midings, and Was waiting for- permission to proceed on
ite weay" bacll to | Bélten ysnd when  the  10h. 30m.
passeénger train: Had left the  station - the  signalman
tonlk off’ thet signal for this goods engine to come out
of the sidings, and put on the #top signal at the mouth

of the tonnel, intending to keep the goods g,
standing  there until the 10h, 30m. s pags,
train had been telographed back as having arriy,
Walton junetion, aod he wanted to bring out agg
goods train to do some shunting, DBut the drig, :
the goods engine, it appears, was nol well acquaig
with the line, as be told me that he did not et
Liverpool oftener than once in six or nine mon,
and on coming ont of the sidings he failed to obs
the stop signal at the right side of the mouth of
tunnel, and proceeded throagh the tuunel, in igborgy
that he woe intended to wait at the sonth end  of
until he gobt special permission from the signaim
to progeed by the Inteer taking off the stop sig

The driver of this goods engine soys e e
very gently nlﬁng: the tonnel, havdly as mneli
the rate of 10 miles an hour; but, ab all eve
overtook and ran into the passenger frain just b
the lniter got to the north end of the tonn
rather morve than hall way throagh the funnel,
ing to the driver of the passenger train, who snys:
was travelling at 15 or 16 miles an hour.  The lig
&t the tail of the passenger train were not visibly
tha driver of the goods engine on accoant of the slea
The driver of the passénger train felt somethin
happened, but he did not know what, and the g
experienced n great shoek,

len the m_]ginu of the paséeng’ur train emers
from the tonnel it wae found thet the frain- b
Broken info two parts, fome vehicles remaining afts
to the engine, and the three last travelling apart
the front port of the train, A shackle of the con
chain and the side chajns belween the fonrth
fifth vehicles had snapped, and the shackle of
coupling between the last van and the eqrriagn
front of it had also broken, bul the sids chaigs
np the connexion in this cnse. '

Mo damage was dope to the goods engine
break van; but the buffers of the gusrd's van b 42
tail of the passenger train wers broken, and
errrisges wera slightly damaged. e

Tho collision was cauged by the mistake 0
engine driver of the goods engine in having failed
sew the “stop ™ signal at the mouth of the tunnel: -/

The Ruilway Company arve about to lengthem th
“giding accommodation at Bootle Lane stadion, *?1'*1&
when this is done thers will be no necessity o
resorting to this exveptional mode of working ©
block system ; buf while it s retained the stop sigt
should be placed in its proper position at the le
the up line, and whether it stands at danger”
“pll right” can be shown in the signal box, MY
electric or mechanical vepeater. The down "-h
signal should alse be shifted to the other side *
lings,

Agrain, it is desirable that the same kind of 52
zhould be used thronghout the Compony’s lne
not o double disc signal at one side of the lo?
 semaphore signal immediately opposite to it

I have, &c. i
W. Yorpast: ;8
The Speretary Colant
(Heilway Department)
Board of Trade.
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