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be LT collision, and screwed Ins break on m tight as
time that I.be driver reversed.

It. wiiH only after the collision that be Found out the
defects iu Ids breaks and reported them.

The carriage imupector ?tt Blackburn, niter the
collision, marked off the last carriage but one as
wanting new blocks, but did nqt agree with the guard
sis to the blocks of three olhot carriages being worn
out.

g i n working order, and the blocks of

^i*u1;, t|lt. other carriages, being, according to the he could at the esome
tMi^°\ , > ru atvny too much to work prosteriy.

^ S| previous journey the same morning fmtn
giff *, ®3

|,!> Chathurn, all bad gone right as regards
jjls.-.klnlr i|i; i.he five iittrrnicdiate ‘ i f̂tous, On ap-
slSS^:?* Blackburn the driver shut, off steam at the- "

r 0tJ 2ll funnel 200 yards long, about &>0 yimfo
t °n\. tail of the Wigan train, Find on emerging

Jh; ?|1' iv.!i «el 5fl.w tliis irai:i sttniding in ifcs nrAinary The occurrence of tliis coI listen tarnc be attribute!3 to
jVi:'Ln _ tJ<y. fireman applied the tender breaks ns an error of judgment on the part of the driver mid

the oasl* cud of the Htotiom When within two ' guard of the Chfltbnm train in overestimating their ,

carriage lengths of the van of tbe Wigan train power of stopping on catering Blackburn station,

or ^miiing the train was not stopping «« it This may have been partly duo to a defective state of
pfl ^ vJj the break whistle, reversed and had just the continuous breaks* but liad the state of these been

n\y contrary steam when Ids engine struck ns bad ns the guard would make Oi.it> it would have
tfi0121<>

ft. ^ very low apeed, not two mites an hour, surely' turide itself felt m some of the many previous
sustained any damage whatever. stops tlic same morning.

^^"/.vunrd states that ho had bis breaks on as usual
^ she train was entering the station at n walking The Secretary

^r^thut-^i about 20 yards from the vstu of the Railway Department^
tram he because apprehensive that there would Board of '1 rude.

O n

p i$*

I have, &e,
0. S, HtfTCimffcON,

LieuL’Col> i ILF,.

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSFT HU*] RAILWAY.
tioiL clone to the heel of thr. right switch, and after
that the engine ran on the ballast* between the two
lines, but off the rails.

The foreman of platelayers was the fust person who
got to the spot after the accident occurred. He con-
firmed the driver's statement, and added that he found

Board of Trade,
( Railway Deparlmen f J

WhUeliidf 1\t.h December 1871,

In/iVft the honour to report, for the infbrtna-
OL the Hoard of Trade, in obedience to your

iatiinite of tins 22ml ultimo, the reanit of my inquiry
the fdrcumstauccfl which attended nh accident the points dosed and right for the ifl&itt line, and the

carriages were fiLi11 on the main line, on the Baoup aide
of the heel of the points ; that the second commoting
rod of the facing points was bent at the left side, and
rhe right point rail was bent near tbo heel* and the

It iflgtatml in the return from the company that, one heel chair under ic was broken; that there was a
person was hmi. slight mark at the back of the tongue of the right point

The line between Kawtenstall and Bacup is rather rail, and a sharp mark on the outside of the right
mere than four mile* iu length, and it is single switch rail near the heel, caused by the grinding of
Lhi'migliout, with three intermediate stations and tho flange of the right wheel ; after that the engine
numerous sidings. and tender got off (lie rails altogether, ns well as the

It was opened for traffic in lu: year 1848. goods waggon, and the leadiug wheels of tho break
The station yard commences at the north-cost end van wore abo drawn the rails, while the trailing

of a short tunnel under n turnpike road, where there wheels were cm the main line rails. A little further
is a pair of facing points with an indicator attached ; on a piece of a rail* 4 feet 6 inches in length,had been

'be left road being the main line into tho station, and broken out of the left raiL of the siding .line where tho
Hu; right road to n siding. The facing points are engine had crossed it,
weighted to aland open for the main line, and they The foreman of platelayers told me that lie tried
ate hastened In this position by a hasp and n padlock, tho points and iound that they would stand open it
which h ordered to bn kept locked. The line con- allowed to closo gently, but that they would not CIOHO
f to vtee ou n. steep incline of 1 in 74* for about of themselves, and that they were not kept in proper

chains, and thence to the end of the station, for order. He thinks the engine only took the wrong
about IS chains further, the gradicuL ia i in 200- line, and dragged rho waggon And van after it, Tho

On iho dry in question, the 10b. 55m. u.m. train accident occurred just before 12 o'clock .
wmi Manchester fey Bump, oojjsistcd of an engine and Very little damage was dons to the rolling stock.

gnod:4 waggon, break van, 1st class, 2nd class, A bulilr and the footboard of one of the carriages and
<5^iar> carriages, arranged in tho order here mi axle box of the waggon were broken,

il,^ U:n; iuu1 (ho driver states that the distant signal ‘ It further appeared that about 10.5 turn the yards-
"̂gk the tunnel WJL-S off for him to enter the station man, who had to look alter eight pairs, of points in

. ? *^d flu? indicator at the facing points stood all tho yard, had to attend to a goods train, which had
, *01’ bun to go on the main line. Ho says ho been backed into the siding, and the engine was

^veiling very slow, or about 10 miles an hour, unhooked and tun down the main line, and the yards*

*lc* passed over the fsieinjj r 1 lilts lie fni a nil; man then imloeked tho jiadfock, held tlm pomns open
shut off tho steam mid whSaried for tlu? for the eugUio to go into the witling at the lower end

M j J f c'i l b u t the* engine iiuinudintely dropped off adjacent to rlie tunnel ; tSiftt the engine then wont

t
:n^ 1(

a| :‘h au,;1 tuuibted about so much, thnL he could into the siding and was hooked on to its train, and
ysft]A- °n the Unifier break, nnd they ran about 43 llio yardsman held tlio slip points to enable the goods
fii^t u

l , ,in ihie facing points tsrfore the engine stopped, train U> got away at. about ^ to H o'clock. The
C11 buck to sec what was amisft at ihc yardsman told me that it was then his duty to put

q^
'

|(

'
t

on the hasp and lock ilia facing points- right for a

u- < i !lV(T found the facing points unlocked, the train to cuter '^ Baeup terminal station, aud he behaves
lu^b vras turned back, and the padlock was oil’ lie did lock them and took the key avray^!>, ll (l ibei'e was no key in it ; and tlift points The accident was clearly occasioned by the facing

11 ! li, . '’!'{ dryi wliite with frost, and < lid not look n.< points not having been kept in proper order, ao that
quit tL . oiled for a long time, He stated, th^r were not closed to cither rails when ( he engine
t3^ht. p \le Ivas n fresh mark on the tongue of the ran over and mounted them. Ji uiey had oeen kept
[Vef t\nt ra>l and this mark could he traced on the iu proper order, the absence ot the padlock would not

fright ra;i 0f the siding line, till it crossed have signified ; but the yardman had evidently for-
of tlie main line right rail. wJierc there gotten to replace Lite hasp and to put on the padlock

lnQdj when I visited Bacup, it deep iudeuta- and lock it.

lion

V' . y: t t l t O . -
that occurred to a passenger train, at the entrance to
t]j(. ftacup stiLiidn on tin? JSaet Laiicashiro section of
t \w Loucoshiro and Yorkshire I Railway, on the 18ih
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The iadng points at the mouth of the tunnp] -
also bo bolt-locked by the distant signal, *loh]^greater part of the station is situated on ?l

'A {Kgl
gradient, on which carriages will not remain ; i| *1,!F

unless there are breaks to hold them* For this y j{

there should be a signal box m the tunnel moot!)

proper arrangements for preventing vehicles that Vl^break away from miming down the inelim-j
1,1!lj'

RawtenstalL

The Seeretar}/ ,
MaiIway Ikpur/ ment ,

Board of Trade*

The Indicator also Was out of orders so . that it did
not show when the points failed to la?- close to the
stock rails.

L do not think the stat.Eon master is free from

blame, as he had previously had occasion to hud
fanIt with the ycrcismau for the manner in which he
had attended to the points I n the yard ; and he
should, in consequence, have made it his doty io look
more closely after him. and io the maimer in which
lie kept the points.

Baciip 'station requires to bo re-arranged, and the
points concentrated and worked from a signal box,
with the proper interlocking of the points and signals.

m
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1 have, &e,

W. You,AN*
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LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY,

Board of Trade of the tunnel, intending to keep the goods
' { M&ilway -Department )-t standing there until the 1Oh. 30m. ft-iu, I ŝafeftjragB

WJtitsfudf 2nd Dee&abto' l &ll * train had been telegraphed back as having arrival
' I HAVE the honour to report, fur the iniormn- Walton junction, nod ho wanted to bring oat aifetipSH

lion of the Board of Trade, in obedience to your goods traiu to do some slmniing. But the drivec of
minute of the 22nd ultimo, the result of my inquiry the goods engine, it appears, waa not well acquidu^ >

into the circumstances which attended a collision that with the line, as he told me ihnt lie did not |
occurred in tho Walton tunnel, near Livcrprml , on the Liverpool oftenar than once in six or nine
Lancashire and Yorkshire. Railway, between a pas- and on coming out of the sidings lie failed to ob3ei'f$3j

senger train and a gooda engine on the 18th ultimo, the stop signal at the right side of the mouth of LI*
Two persons are stated to have been .slightly hurt. tunnel , and proceeded through the tunnel, in ignorance.
The Walton tunnel LS about 1,140 yards in length ; that he was intended to wait at the south end of

it is situated between Bootle Lane station, 2\ miles until he got special permission from the sdgtwhrifo^from Liverpool, and Walton junction, 3] miles from to proceed by the latter tak ing off the stop signal,
Liverpool It is worked on the -absolute block system The driver of this goods engine miyn juj travel < -

with the assistance of the electric telegraph ; the very gently along the tunnel, hardly as much ns at
telegraph signal stations being at Bootle Lane station the rate ol 10 miles an hour : but, at all events, 1m

and 'WaiLon Irnicr.ioiL
k overtook and mu into the passenger train just before •

There arc- extensive sidings at Bootle Lana station, the latter got to the north end of the tunnel, hut
and the ; telegraph signal box fe situated about 370 rather more tli.-m half way through the tunnel , accord-
yards on the Liverpool, side of the mouth of the ing to the driver of the passenger train, who says ha.:,-;

tunnel . The entrance to the sidings is from the np was travailing at 15 or 16 miles an hour. The light*
line, and the points are close to the signal box. Bootle at the tail of the passenger train wore not visible
Xiftne papsongcr station platforms arc just to the tho driver oi the good -, engine on account, ol the steam,

north of the signal box*
’ The driver of the passenger train felt something ligd

Tit consequence of a deficiency in the length of the happened, but he did not. know wlmt, and the guud
sidings for the shunting and marshalling of goods experienced it great shock,

trains at"Bootle. Lane station, it had been found _ When tho engine of the passenger train emerged
necessary to -establish a draw-ahead or stop semaphore front the tunnel it was found that the train had
Blgrtfd, placed within a few yards of the mouth of tho broken into two parts, four vehicles remoraing attach^!

tunnel, and 'Worked from the signal box. to cn; l :- h : any to the engine, and the throe last travelling upid 1̂

train to pass the station signals, and to drawdoso up the I rout part ot the train. A shackle oi the eoapluig
to the. - mouth of the tunnel, and to atop there until chain and the side chains between the fourth
the signalman had received “ luie clear ” from Wiltcin fifth vehid.es had snapped, and tho shackled /1

junction by telegraph, if 1he train was going through coupling between the last van and the earring* V

the tunnel, and had taken off the atop signal ; or to front of it had also broken, but the side chains l«!P>;
back again into the sidings if It was merely engaged np the connexion in this ease*

In shunting nr marshalling the waggons prior to No damage was done to the goods engine
leaving. break van ; but the buffers of the guard's van

This stop signal was. not -placed in its proper tail of the passenger train wore broken, and W?
position at. the - left of the np line, but at the other carriages were slightly damaged.

^
.J|L_

side, to enable it to be Seen from the sigDUl box, the The collision was caused by the mistake
view being obstructed by the arch of an overbridge, engine driver of the goods engine in having Ini -*1 -J
about lib yards nmth of the signalbox; but a double aee the “ stop ” signal at the month of the tunnel ,

disc down distant gigunl is placed in the position The Railway Company are about to lengthen
which the stop signal should have properly occupied J siding accommodation at. Bootle Lane station* ^TLIIJ? down distant signal being also worked from the when this is derm there will be no necessity . ^ ^sigiifll box and intended to protect Bootle Lane station resorting, to this exceptional mode of working |

and the down line. - block system ; but while it is retained the stop
It. apneaTS that on the day in question the 1031. should bo placed in its proper position at the^80m* am. up passenger train from Liverpool to the up line, and whether it stands at M danger 7 i &

Preston, which consisted of an engine and lender, “ all right " can be shown in the signal 6>x% f f

two vans, and five carriages, reached Bootle Lane electric or mechanical repeater. The down ,:lrf pLe .

station about 10b* 40m. , stopped at the up platform signal should also he shifted to the other side o* j
io put down and take up passengers, and left at 10h.
41m . At this time the engine of a special goods
train from Bolton to Liverpool had returned from
Liverpool, and waa .stand ing in the Bootle Lane sidings,
having attached a guard's break van while in the
sidings, and was waiting for permission tu proceed on
its way back to Bolton j and when the l ()h, 30m.
paŝ nger Train1 had left the' i ^liuticti the signalman
took 'on the signal for t.Ids goods engine to c.omc out
uf the aiding^ and put on the stop signal at the mouth
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lines.
^ ^ M

Again, it is desirable that the same kind of
should bo used throughout the Company’& h11^^il
not a double disc signal at one side of the iiI1L: 3

a semaphore signal immediately opposite to it*

I have, &e.
VV. YoiXAtf*’ / .Cote*1*The Secretary

( Railway Department )
Board of Trade.
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