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knocked off tho rails came to a stand with the rest 
of the train about 90 yards from the plac.o whero it 
struck the .wagon. The driver of the/888enger-train 
did not observe that the wagon was o the rails and 
running towards the line upon which he was travelling, 
until he WBI:I about 30 yards from it, and he had only 
time to reverse his engine before it struck the wagon. 
The marks on the left 1itlo of the western point 
rail, and on the chairs at the Cll.llt side of the points 
which lead to the siding, indicate plainly that the 
left or west side wheel of the wagon of the goods 
tmin (which was the leuding wagon as it was being 
tiliunted into tho siding) struck the point and got at 
the wrong side of it. Having done so, and being 
probsbly followed hy tho other whetlt~, this wagon 
wa.s pushed off between the rails of the up main line 
Ullll the ruils of the siding. Whether the next wagon 
follow(.:d the leading wagon, or was ' subsequently 
pnlll'tl off by the wo.gon in front of it, is not quite so 
cleur, nor d~ this signify ; but it is Pvidcnt that 
the thirtl wagon anti the rest of the train ran along 
the propl'r rails into the siding where it wBB intended 
that the whole of the wagons should have been placed. 
The point~ in question are fallin~ points for all main 
line trains, but became facing points for the shunting. 
operations \vhich were being performed with the goods 
tmin. They arc 128 yards from the cabin where 
the ~ignalman who works them is stationed. 8 The 
points are loaded so as to lay right for the main line, 

81'8 interlocked with the signals, and are pulled over 
for the siding by the signalman by means of a lever· 
handle and a strong twisted wire. It seems evident 
that they had not been pulled quite home to the stock 
rail when the gooda train was shunted back through 
them, but that they afterwards got into their proper 
place, either by the shaking they received by the 
goods wagon p888ing through them, 01' by tlu.1 signal· 
man in the cabin pressing the lever further down. 
I do not think the latter occurred, &11 the signalman 
at the time was engaged with the down puaenger 
train, and he appean! to have had no re11.110n to think 
that he had not put the points thoroughly right 
before the gooda train was called back. The onder
guanl who was on duty with the goods train, and 
who gave the signal for the train to be called back, 
was standing about 20 yards from the points when 
they were altered, and this man thought that 
they bad been pulled into their proper position when 
he guve the signal for the train to be set back. He , 
tlten went awuy to some other sitling points in the 
yard, which required to be held by him, to put the 
wagons into their proper berth. 

I have, &c., 
F. H. RICH, 

The Srcretary, Colonel, R.E. 
(Railway Department,) 

Board of Trade. 

Printed copies of the above report wcro &eDt to tho CoDlpany on the 7th September. 

PRESTON AND WYRE RAILWAY. 

Sm, Manchester, lOth Ar~gust 1877. 
I BA VE the honour to report, for the inform'l

tion of the lloanl of Trod£', in compliance with the 
insh'uctions cont&inetl in the Order of the 28th June, 
thP. result of my inquiry into the circumstances con
nected with the collision which occurred on the 22ml 
.June at Well field Road junction, near Maucllandst!tation, 
Preston, on tho Preston and Wyro Railway, 

In this case the van of the ll.l.S a.m. Lancashire 
and Yorkt~bire Compmy's goods train from Kirkham 
to Mo.udlantls, while standing (together with some 
other waggons) on the main line at Wclliield. Road 
junction, was run into by a Lan<218bire and Yorkshire 
Company's special goods train from Flcetwood to Ac
crington. 
· No pcreonal injuries were sustained. 

In tl1e 11.15 a.m. train the brr.ak van and two empty 
coal waggon!'! next it were badly damaged. In the 
SpPcial train the engine was slightly damaged. 

The up line nt Wcllfield Road junction is protected 
by a homr and distant signal, the distant signal being 
half a mile from the home signal and visible to an ap
proaching driver for about 400 yards. The view of 
the line near the home signal is much obstructed by a 
curve and buildings, n.nd the vn.n of the 11.15 a. m. 
train, which was stn.nding 680 yard.'! inside the dis
tant. ~ignn.l, WII.S vi~ible to the driver of the special 
train for only about 140 yards. The line is nearly 
level. 

The block system wa.q not in force upon tho Preston 
and Wyro Railway when this collision occurred, but 
it was to be commenced on the 13th in.'ltant. 

The evidence is as follows :-

l. Richard Ward, 15 years goods guard in the 
Lancashire and. Yorkshire Company's service.-I left 
Kirkham about ll.25 a.m. with a through train con
t<itlting of ongine, tender, 46 empty, two loaded waggons, 
and a van. We arrived at Wellfield Road junction 
at l I .55, anti the engine was there detached from the 
train, and attached to another train which had to be 
·brought out of the siding to make room for my train. 

llotb tmins were united nod were drawn forward, and 
the vnn WllB cut off about 200 yard!! from the home 
signal, and my train wn.s then backed into the siding 
from which the other train had been drawn. The engine 
then backed the train which had been taken out of 
tho eitling along the main line, anti 20 waggons wero 
kicked off towards the van, but stopped about a wag
gon's length from it. These waggons had just about 
got to a 11tand whea the collision occurred. I heard 
the break whistle tlistinctly given just before. I tlid 
no' eoo the collision, myself, being at the front of the 
train. The time was about 12.15 p.m. l saw that 
the distant signal was properly at danger, and also 
the. home signal. Both main lines were blocked. 
I asked the driver of the special train what he bad 
been about, and he said he did not know that a train 
was standing there. • He appeared none the worse for 
liquor. 

. 2. William Fathcrington, driver 6 months with the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Co1npany, fireman 5 or 6 
years, 10 years altogether conncctetl with engines.-
1 have been used to rwining on the Jlreston and Wyre 
line off anti on for 18 months. I commenced work at 
Accrington nt 6 a.m., went to Burnley, and thence 
to Fleetwood, and started back n.t 11.40 with a train 
consisting of engine, tender, 12 loaded waggons of 
china cluy, autl a van with a guard in it, for Accr~· 
ton through Preston station. 1 got u. clear ran through 
Loa Road, and on approaching tlw W t>lltield !Wad dis
tant signal I foUlld it at danger. I had shut off 
steam beforo sighting the distant sigDAI, my speed a* 
the time having beea 20 miles an hour. On finding 
the distant signal a.g:ainst me the 6.remaa sligbtly ap· 
plied his break, and I wu prepared to stop at the home 
signal, anti had no id~ a11ything was stantling outside 
the home signal till I c.o.uaht sight of the van of I) goods 
train, which the new cabin had previo1111ly hidden. 
I thon reversed, gave the engine 11te&m and whistled 
for the gullol'li's break, and got the speed reduced to 
perhaps 10 miles an hour on striking the VI\D. A showm· 
of rain had just befons (a.Ue"' which made t.be rails 
slippery. Wo neit})er of. us jumped off, nor were we 
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hurt. I knew that the line was not worked on the 
block system. 

3. James /ley11ard, fireman 3 years.-On approach
ing Wel11ield Road steam was shut off 300 or 400 yards 
&om the distant signal, speed being at the time about 
25 miles an hoot·. We saw the signal a little furthet· 
on, showing rlnnger. On seeing this I applied my break, 
not very hard, not expecting to meet with anything 
standing between the distant and home signal", and 
never having ReeD anything standing there before 
in th~:~ 12 or 15 times· I have traversed the road. On 
cmching sight of the van I put 81Uld down, and the 
driver revel'!!ed and put on steam, and we struck the 
van at& speed of perhaps 10 miles an boor. I did not 
jump off. 

4. He11ry Ratclitfe, guard 11 years.-I started from 
Fleetwood for Accrington with a train of 12 waggons 
(bded with china clay) and a break van. Our speed on 
approac~ Wellfield Road distant signal was 15 miles 
BD hour. r saw that tbe signal W88 at danger, and I 
put my break on, bot had not got it hard on on passing 
ibe distant signal ; but it was hard on before the driver 
whistled for it just before the collision. I thonght he 
was running too fast on approaching Wellfield Road. 
I did not feel the . collision much in the van ; the 
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speed when it occurred was, I think, about 12 miles an 
hour. 

Tbia collision occurred in ooneequence of the inju
dicious speed at which the driver of the ~pccial train 
approached and pnsserl the distant signal of a bury 
junction, which signal was at danger against him. Thu 
fact of the view of the line near the homo ~ignal being 
much obstructed should have made the driver all tho 
more cautious in approaching the junction. 

Considering the important pa88Cnger traffic which 
p&~~ses over this line, it is mo!lt e11aential that addi
tional siding accommodation should be provided at 
Wellfield Road junction, and that the exchange of 
goods traffic should not havo to take place on the main 
lines. 

It is satisfactory to learn that block system working 
will shortly be commenced on this part of the line. 

I observed that the signalman in Wclllield Rond 
cabin waR unable to see either the up home or up 
di'!tant signals. If the position of these cannot be ol
tered so as to bring them within view, they should be 
electrically repeated. 

I have, &c., 
The &cretary, 

( RailtDay Department,) 
Board of Trade . 

C. 8. HUTCBINBON, 
Major- General, R.E. 

. Printed copies of the above report were sent to the Lancashire and Yorkshire and the Preston and W yrc 
· Railway Companies OIP the 7th September. 

SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY. 

Board of Trade, down line, 88 the marks of his hair were left on the 
(RailtDay Department,) sido light or observatory of the leading van of the 

Sra, 30th August 1877. down train; blood lllld brains wcro found on tho 
IN compliance with the instructions contained observatory of the bmk:e van at the tail of tho down 

in the Order of the 21st instant, I have the bono~ to train, and a piece of his skull went into tho window 
report, for the information of the Board of Trade, the of this la.'lt broke vtm, wbich was open o.t the time. 
rcsnlt of my inquiry into the circumstances connected It is suppo!-ied that the unfortunate man was lookin~?: 
with the accident that occurred on the 17th instant out for tho junction signals at tho wt:>.st end of the 
in Bo-peep tunnel, on the Soutb-ea..'!tern Railway. tunnel, or that he W&'! alarmed by the engine·driver 

The guard of the 5.5 p.m. London, Brighton, and of the do\m train whistling os he entE-red the tunnel. 
South Cmst train from Hastings to London was The up train consisted of an engine and tE-nder and 
killed by looking out of his van and striking his head bmke van (in which the unfortunate man who WBII 

against •he projecting observatory of the brake van of killed was travelling), and five coaches. The brake 
one of the Brighton Company's down trains, which van of this train was provided with a roof observa-
passed the up train in the tunnel. tory, but not with side observatories. 

Bo-peep tunnel. i11 eitl18tcd between Warrior The down train consisted of llD engine and tender, 
Sqa&re (St. Leonard's) station on the South-eRStem six coaches, two brakes together, with the 898istant 
Railway, and the West Marina station, St. Leonard's, guard in one, sevec coaches, and then the rear brake 
ci the Brighton Company. The Brighton Company's with the guard in charge. 
trains ron over this I!BCtion of the line. The tunnel is The trains were made up in the order in which the 
about f of a mile long. It commences at the west vehicles are given. 
end of Warrior Square station yard, and extends to a Both the guards in the down train heard blows at 
place about 30 yards east of the junction where the the sides of their vans as they passed the up train, and 
Brighton line to Lewes diverges from the South- .at first they thought that the noise was occasiom'(l by 
eastern line to Battle and Tun bridge. This part of the their having left their doors open when leaving W eat 
line was opened for passenger traffic in the year 1851. Marina station, where the down trains run to the plat
The tunnel in question is of a parabolic form. It is form on the up side of the line, bot on examining their 
about 28 ft. 6 in. wide at the level of the rails, and VBII8 with a lamp they found their doors were cloaed all 
&boot 24 ft. wide at the level of the mrriago windows. right. On reaching Warrior Square station and 
ln the year 1860 a part of the tunnel, about 240 yards examining theit side observatories they foo'nd the 
from the western end, showed signs of giving way, and marks of a man's bead on them.· 
it was lined with a ring of 9-incb brickwork for a The station ii:.Bpector with the foreman of brick-
distance of about 50 yards. layers then went back through the tunnel, and on 

This reduced the size of this part of the tunnel at reaching the place described as having been nar
the level of the rails to about 21 ft. 10 in., and it is rowed by the lining, they found a part of the unfot• 
only 19 ft. 11 in. wido at ·one place. The distance be- tunate man's skull and brains in tho interval between 
twcen the outer rail nnd the side of the tunnel WBB thus the up and down lines. 
l'llduced to about 2 ft. 6 in. on the one side, and When the op train passed the London, Brighton, 
2 ft. 7 in. on the other, and the interval between the and South Coast signal cabin at the east end of the 
up and down lines of rail, for this length is only West Marina station yard, the point.'lman on duty 
4 ft. 4 in. to 4 ft. 7 in. wide. It was here that the observed the guard's head and arms hanging down out 
guard unfortunately met his death on the 17th inst. of his van window, and bespattered with blood. He 
He waa travelling in the brilke van next the engine, called the station-master's attention by means of hiR 
and mUBt havo been looking out on the side next the signal bell to something being the matter, and the dca1l 

(~.----11.) ~ 2 


	Well
	BoT_WellfieldRoad1877
	1877 likely_281
	1877 likely_282




