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been free of traing for 12 or 14 minubes, during which
time e might have sent the coal train-on its Journey
in safety.

The Lancashive and Yorkshire Railway Company
hawve beer eugaged for some time past in pubting up
new signals, new locking machinery, aund telegraph
instruments on the line beiween Manchester and
Bolton,

When they are completed, and when the block
telegraph system is efficiently worked, many accidents
will be prevented.

It was given in ovidence at the inguiry thut the

184

points of w cutel siding at Agecroft wey,
kept chained in the wrong direetion,
inspection of the signals had
performed.

This noglect should be rectified ae Oneg
whele of the sidings should be controlleg ‘Vi[;‘
points locked with the main-line sighalg its‘l
possible, S0

® coy
ng. i
not bogy efﬁ{?

I have, &e,, .
The Seeretary, T, I, Rigy
{(Baihwey Deparement), ;

Board of Trade.

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY,

BIR, Manehester, 3rd October 1872,
In compliance with the instructions contained
in your minute of the 24th vltimo, I have the honowr
to repori, for the information of the Board of ‘Trade,
tho result of my inquiry into the eivcumstances whiclh
attended the collision that ocenrred on the 21st Auvgust
at Seaforth station, on the Lancashire and Yorkshire
Raitway.

An engine, which was proceeding from Liverpool
to Southport, ran inte o passenger irain that was
standing at Seaforth siation,

Severnl passengers in the train, and the enging-
driver and fireman of the engine that ran into the
passengetr train, were shaken,

The passenger train, which is due to leave Liver-
pool for Crosby at 12 o'clock, did not stert till
12.8 pan, as the road was not clear, and the signals
were not lowered till that time.  "The empty engine
that was returning to Southport lefe Liverpool
station about five minutes after the passeager train.
The latter stopped at all stations; aud the empty
engine followed within  sight of the passenger

train.  There wre five stations between Liverpool
and Seaforth, which arc only sbout four miles
apart.  The empty cogine passed the several station

distant-signals while they were at danger, and the
engine-driver received cantion siguals from the several
signalmen at the home-signals,

The passenger train cousisted of an engine and
tender, four third, three first, a sceond-class carriage,
and » hreak van with a guard nt the tail of the train.

The four coachies next to the guard’s van Wepe
to it with continuous breaks. * 5
The moment after the passenger train ciln
stand at Seaforth station it was run into by
engine.
The end of the guard’s van was broken,
was kuocked ont of gear, and the buffers of £l
senger carriage next to it were broken, but y
left the rails, :
The guard was knocked down in his vy
lady who was travelling in the second-class oy
next fo the van was taken out from wndor tl
of the earviage in an insensible state. '
The distant-signal and the station-signal at
were ab danger when the empty engine PHsse
and the passenger teain could be seen for a's
able distance by the driver of the empty enginaily
had been looking ont. : o
This man was not a regular driver, bu _
served for some time as an extrn driver, and:
been about 20 years in the Company's
The collision was caused by lis gross catele
The Lancashire and Yovkshire Railway -Coy
have very properly dismissed him, and- py
against him. 1 id not see the man, as he i
bail to stand his trial for the offence,
I have, &e.,
T, . Ricn,
The Seeretary, Lt Colid
(Boibway Department), o
Board of Trade. '

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY.

Board of Trade,

(Raitway Department),
IPhitehall, 25¢h October, 1872,
T rave the hononr to report, for the information
of the Board of Trade, i compliance with the instruc-
tiong contained in your minute of the 18th ultimo, the
result of my inquiry into the circumstances counected
with the collision which ccenrred on the 11th ultimo,
ab the Kxchange station, Liverpool, on the Tancashire
and Yorkshive Railway, from a pessenger train enter-
ing the station ut too high a speed and running into a
horse-box and some trucks standing on one of the
Plasform lines,

One passenger had his leg huet and forchead braised,
and two others were shaken.

The train in quostion left Preston for Liverpool at
8.26 a.m., six minutes late, consisting of s fonr-wheelod
coupled engine and tender, horse-box, n sct of threo
carviages, coupled with continuous breaks, o thivd elass
carriage, a milk truck and fish truck, seven vehicles
in all.

The driver was a man of twelve years service as
such, and had been aceustomed to Yun in and out of
Liverpool for the last 17 yemrs. "Phe guard of the
train had been 18 months employed as guard, and ag
acting guard for the previous 7 veavs,

The train stopped at Rufford, Burscough junction,
and Ormskirk without overrunning the platform at
elther place, At Ormskivk the horse-hox was talen

S,

off, and seven carviages attached in front, so tha
train now consisted of 18 vehicles, with th
amount of available break power as before; v :
applied o three vehicles, Six siations wore st
at between Ormskirk and Liverpool, and at 10
theso did the train overran the platform.
proaching Liverpool from Sandhills (a mile frol
lixehange station), thereis a rising gradient 0
100, terminating in & reverse curve about 80032
from the buffer-stops at the end of the Exehang
tion, and it is customary for drivers, if the signs
ofl for them to orter the station, to keep stoam ol
engines till they ave through this curve.  ‘Lhe g1
generally apply their breaks at about the end O
platform, some 200 yards from the buffer-stops
On the present oceasion the guard states thabt
ing the speed was higher than nsual, when neatl! ;
station, he applied his break about 50 yards soond
he was in the habis of doing, snd that the drivet
his steann on somewhat beyond the usual poinbi :
the engine came into collision, at a speed © A
six miles an Lour, with a- horse-box, which, t9%
with seven other vehicles, was standing on one 9
arrival lines, the last of the cight vehicles, #
Lorse-hox, being elose to the buffer-stops. _
No damage whatever was sustained by the pas
train, bub the horse-box next the buffer-stol®
injured, and the buffer stops themselves, which W
was stated somewhat decayed, wero partially dest!
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