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him~ seerr'hhn goiu~ to' the s1\1no puhlic~houl!e on other 
oceasionB, when we were getting· the road&iue goods 
oot, At dilferent.tlmes; I considered it wrong but diu not 
repo;'L it; I am' quite poeitive I have not seen other 
mt>n go. 

Wdliam M01'f'e!/, station-master at llaln states : 
I wns on duty on the 2l8t December, when the 1.15 
p.m. ex Dolgelly arrived; I was in the goods office. I 
at onoe started to· walk to the passenger station, about 
160 yards, fo1· the purpose of giving the train staff 
ticket. Whilst writing out the ticket I heard the engine 
whilitle, and directlv after I went out with the ticket 
to give it to the engineman. Hy the time I got up 
to him he had started from the water-column and had 
go' 8 or 10 yards when I ga'l"e him the ticket. I 
followed on towards the goods wareho118C, and when I 
got opposite the pointsman's box, Hugh Roberts, the 
permanent way ganger, came running down the steps 
and oaUed out, "Look Mr .. Morrey1 at the rate that train 
" iA running into the yard,-if he don't stop HOOD 

" thare will be a lltnB8h ;" almost immediately we hl.'ard 
a Cl'll8h, and rao at once to the spot, when I saw that 
die engillf.l and several trucks had run oft at the throw­
off point and were at the bottom of the bank ; I albO 
eaw Guard Evan Jones lying at the bottom of the bank, 
Blld the engineman aud fireman walking to and fro ; 
two or thrt'C moo removed the guard to the cottage 
near the station, a.nd I telegraphed for the accident van. 
I have been station-master o.t Bllla three months. I 
have been nine years in the company's !'crvice. I ob­
served Gilbert on his engine as I passed him on my way 
from the goods office to the station. I did not. observe 
th11t there was anything wrong with him as I pB!!Sed 
him or when I gave him the ticket, although it WIIS 

singular his ~tarting before I gave him the ticket, but 
when I saw him after the accident I did not consider 

him !'ober. I thfnk the firemnn Wl\8 sohcr. The gu~tnl 
ha•l to be supportcrl to the roU.uge as he wa~ hurt, bnt 
as fnr ns I could jnrlge he wns so her. I only hr>nrd 
the whistling on one occaBion, but whetht•r one or 01ore 
whintles I cannot My. It i~ not nsuul fo1· engine­
drivers to stnrt without the staff' or a ticket if they :U't' 

going on tht> main line, but they wonlt.l :!" into the 
yard to do work there without the staff or ticket. 

(}oncl!Uion. 

The accident was caused by the misconduct of the 
enginP-driver in charge of the goods train. This man 
had left hiR engine and had been drinking at several 
station!' on the line, so that on leaving llala on the 
up journey be appen.rs to havo been in an unfit state 
to take charge of his train. The Htation-master and 
other persons at the station only saw him RtAnuing on 
his enginE', and did not perceive that he was the woree 
for liquor until after the accident happened, but he 
appears to have been so unconsciou!! of what he was 
doing, that he ~tarted from the l!tation without having 
previously ret:-'E'ived the staff ticket authorising him to 
do so; and he then whistled to go into the siding 
without having any intention or requirement to do so. 
Neither the drh·er, fireman, or the guard, who were 
travelling on thr> engine, observed that. they were 
running along the siding instead of on the main-line, 
until the engine ran through the safety points and 
tumbled over the bank at the side of the liuf'. 
Although tht• state of the railway bank had nothing 
to do with the accident, I would, howev<'r, n-c•Jmmend 
that it ,;bould be widened from the ~afety points to 
the cabin at the east end of Baln station. 

The Secretary, 
(Railway Department,) 

Hoard of Trade. 

I have, &c., 
F. H. Rwo, 

Colonl'l R.E. 

Printed copies of the above report were Rent to the Company on the 2nd February. 

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY. 

Sm, Manchester, 26th Not~emher 1877. 
I HAVE the honour to report, for the infor­

mation of the Board of Trnde, in compliance with tlu~ 
in~tructions contained in the orr'lt>r of the 15th instant, 
the l'e.suli of my inquiry into the circumstances con­
nected with the collision which occur1·cd on the 13th 
instant, at Radcliffe Bridge station, near Bury, on the 
L.ncashire and Yorkshire Railway. 

In thin C&8t', during a dense fog, the 8.15 p.m. up 
fast passenger train from Skipton to Manchester 
came into collision with the engine of an up goodtl 
train at a 11pot 650 yard~ inside the Radcliffe Bridge 
up dislant-signal, and 214 yards in~ide the up home­
signal, which signal11 wm·e both at danger against the 
pasaeoger train. 

&ven pM~engers are reported to have been injured. 
The drive•·, fireman, and guard of the pa!II!Cnger train, 
and a timekeeper riding in the brua•·d's van were slso 
injured. -

In the pB11sengcr t.rnm, the engine had its inside 
fmming and one of it11 axlea bent, its cylindt>r broken, 
break gear damaged, and buffers and buffer-beam 
broken. One third-cllk!s CWTiage had its end stove in 
·anti several huffci'H were broken. 

The goods engine hut! both its cylinder covers and 
pisro1111 broken, t.he end framing hent, the smoke-box 
stove in, sand-box&; knocked off, and buffer-plank 
and buffen- broken. 

from Radcliffe goods yard, and is 436 yards distant 
from the up home-~ignal. There are two cross-over 
road!! at the station, and sidings joining the down line, 
The levers working the points and signals nre con­
centrated, and properly interlocked in a raised cabin 
Kituatcd on the down platform, 220 yards on the 
Manchester si.:le of the up home-signal. The up line 
falls from Bury, on gradients of I in 132 for 1 mile 9 
!'.hsins, then nt 1 in 532 for 53 chainH, and then at 1 in 
227 for 39 chains, which latter cea.~es at a ,;pot clotie 
to the Radclilfo Bridge up distant.signal; it then rises 
on n grodient of I in 264 for 616 ynrw, as far as 
Radcliffe Bridge station. The collision occurred 
nearly opposite the signo.l-~bin, or about 650 yards 
in:<ide the up distant-signnl, and 214 yards inside the 
home-signal. The line is worked on the absolute 
block "Y!Item, the next block station to Radclitre 
Bridge being (towards Bury) Radcliffe goods yard, 
distant about 1,140 yarr'IB, and (towards :Manchester) 
Outwood, distant about half a mile. 

EvidcJWe. 
I. Adatn Br~ttCTVJorth, signalman about 11~ years, 

six month.~ o.t Radclilfe goods yard, which is nearly 
two mile11 from Bury.-I came on duty at 6 p.m. for 
a 12 hours shift. I work absolute block in both 
directions. The up goods train pnssed my cabin at 
9..!3 p.m., and at 9.46 I received the "Be ready" for 
the express from Bank Top. The goods train was 

Descriptio11. cleared at 9.47, ond at 9.47 I l'cccived the" On line" 
Radcliffe Bridge station is situBted about 2! miles for the express, ju~t after 1 had given RadcliH'e 

on thE' Manchester side of Bury, and as regards the Bridge the" Be ready" for the exprt>as, on receiving 
up line, and ft!; bem·ing on the present collision, is which Radcliffe Bridge gave me "Clear" for th~ 
provided with a. home and distant-signal; the latter good!!. The expres!! paNCd at 9.48. I had just time 
of these is on the IIBDle poet as the up starting-signal to lower my signals for the express after getting 
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" Clear " for the goods train. The expreBB p888ed 
my cabin at the usual speed of between 40 and 50 
miles an hour. When the express passed I could not 
eee my starting-signal, the fog being too thick, but I 
could just see the back light of my home-signal, 
which is on the up side of the line and about 20 yards 
north of my cabin. I could see that there were two 
men on the engine, and I could see the red lights at 
the tail of the train. The goods train bad arrived at 
9.36, and had put off 9 or 10 waggons into a loop on 
the up Ride of the line. The express is due to pas11 
at 9.39. I had received no intimation ot the approach 
of the express except the " Be ready " from Bank 
Top, about a mile distant. I had no orders as 
to 11huntiog the goods train, the express being 
irregular in its running. I do not work my signald 
in conjunction with those at Radcliffe Bridge, either 
in case of fog or otherwise. I have no disc in my 
cabin working with the Radcliflc Bridge distant­
signal. I knew that the goods traiu hnd s waggon 
of cattle to put off at Radclitle Bridge ; the train 
could have been shuntt"d at Radcliffe Bridge on to the 
down road ; the down p~oger train due nt 9.40 
having pali.!IP.ti nt 9.41. The last signal that passed 
hetwceo me and the Rn.dcliffe llridge sigoalman was 
his putting the block ~~emaphore up in my cabin on 
my giving him the " On line" signal for the exprPss 
at 9.48. I heard the break whi11tle two or three times 
from the expresH when the train was between the 
distant and home signals. I heard the noise of the 
collision hetwt:len 9.49 and 9.50. The fog had bello 
on thick for half an hour. No fog signalmen were 
out. It continued till 2 or 3 a.m., but no fog signal­
men came on. It was a dnmp night. 

2. Niclwhu Corcoran, signalman seven months, six 
months at Radclitfe Bridge, 2! years p1·eviously with 
the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Company at 
Ardwick as shunter, and before this 5l years with the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Company as van boy, plat­
form porter, and horse-van man nt Ashton.-I came 
OD duty at 6 p.m. for a 12 hours shift. I got the "Be 
ready " for the goods trnin nt 9.42, and " On line" nt 
9.43, nnll it Rrrivcd at 9.45. The trnin stopped at the 
home-signal, which was at danger in consequence of 
my having got the signal from Outwood that the 
previous up train had passt'd without a tail light, 
which had been right when it passed me. I could 
just see a glimmer of the back light of the top lamp 
of the home-signal, and I shook the signal to indicate 
to the driver that he might pass it. He hnd before 
this given one long whistle nnd two short ones, 
meaning that he wanted to cross the road. He came 
on to the up crossing, no communication passing be­
tween me and the driver or guard M the train pi&8Sed. 
I opened the up crossing nnd the ,·an and waggon 
were then kicked through it OD to the down road. 
I then closed the crossing and called the driver with 
a white light to come back along the up road, and 
opened the lower crossing for him to go across to the 
down line. He WBB about 10 yards past my cabin 
towards Bury when the collision occurred, between 
9.47 nod 9.48. My signals were all nece888rily nt 
danger on account of the crossing being open. I had 
receiverl the "Be ready" for the passenger train nt 
9.47, and was about closing the top crossing when I 
received it. This was the last signal I receivoo from 
Radclifle goods yYd for the up line till 2.5 R.m. The 
expres11 was not given" On line," and the last signal 
I sent was the acknowledgment of this "Be ready." 
The previous down train had par.sed ut 9.39, and was 
cleared at 9.41. I was not at liberty to give" Line 
clear" to Uadcliffe goods yard till the goods train 
was either clear on the down line or in motion on the 
up line past my up sto.rtin~·sigoal. Ha,·ing to stop 
the exprC88 to warn it about the absence of a tail 
light on the previous train, I did not think it mattered 
through which crossing I turned the goodR en!'Cine. 
I had no notion nt all that the express would pass 
Radcliffe goorl11 yard when I luu..l the lower crossing 
open for ~he goods engine. I positivl:lly ~echire tha~ 

I never gave u Line clear " for the goods train. I 
bad entered the .. On line" signal for the exprellll 88 
9.48, that being the time at which I expected it to be 
given "On line." I bad not given the" Be ready" for 
it to Outwood. I altered the ~ of the 48 soon after I 
had entered it, and before the colli.'!ion. I first heard 
a long break whistle from the up fast train, when it 
was between the distant and home-signals, when the 
goods engine was about opposite my cabin. I did 
not do anything myself, but there were tw9 portel'B 
on the platform, one of whom ran to the goods 
engine and the other towards the express. I could 
not see the light of the starting-signal. I first noticed 
it was foggy after the up train had pBI!Sed at 9.27, 
nnd then I could just see my starting-signal. At 
9.30 I received a signal from Out wood of a train baviug 
p&88ed without a tail lamp. I was alone in the cabin. 
I was under notice to leave the Company's service 
at the time of the collision in consequence of irre­
gularity of working between me and Hadcliffe goods 
yard. I left the Company'• service on the 22ud. 
It was not But.terworth and me who had been dis· 
agreeing, but his mate. I had given the "Be ready" 
for the goods train to Outwood at 9.43, and cancelled 
the signal at 9.47. 

NOTE.-Tbe Out wood Rignalman had received no 
signal relating to the express. 

3. George CritcAley, porter at Radclitle Bridge 4l 
yesno.-1 WBJI on the up platform when the goods 
train arrived. It at once went up to the crossing at 
the up end of the station. As the engine was re· 
turning from the top crossing I heard the cxpresa 
coming gil·ing the break whistle. I first gave the 
goods engine a red light and called to the driver 
that the express waa coming, and then ran to meet 
the <>xpress, showing a red light ; seeing that the 
breaks were on I came back to ascertain what the 
goods engine was about, and found the driver was 
just moving backwards. The expresS engine passed 
me too fast for me to have jumped on it. I did not 
notice whether the guards breakR were on. I could 
see the light of the down starting-signal from a short 
distance this 11ide of. the bridge (70 or 80 yards off). 
I could not speak to hearing any telegraph bells ring 
in the cnbin at thi11 time. I could see the Outwood 
cabin signals at 9.38 p.m. I should hav~ called up 
the platelayers to fog-signal had not the collision 
occurred. 

4. ----- Enotlty, porter, confirms Critchley's 
evidence. 

5. Thomas Critchley, driver three yean ; two years 
fireman on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway, 
and 16 yf!Brs driver and fireman on the London and 
North-Western Railway.-I started from Skipton at 
8.17 with the 8.15 p.m. train for Manchester. I left 
Accrington nt 9.12 p.m., eight minutes late, waiting. 
for the Todmordeo train. On leaving Accrington 
the train consisted of engine and tender and seven 
vehicles, five of which were coupled to the guard's 
van with continuous breaks. The engine was a 
Hix·whcelcd one with the driving and trailing 
wheels coupled, and a six-wheeled tendl:'r. I had 
the vacuum brenk applying blocks to the four 
coupled wheels of the engine and to the six tender 
wheels. (The engine and tender together weighE'd 
about 40 tons.) I use this break for all ordinary 
stops. I stopped ot Haslingden, Helmshore, Rams­
bottom, and Bury, and left Bury at 9.44, still 
eight minutes late. After leaving Bury there were 
no signols against me till I approached Ra.dcliffe 
Bridge. It became foggy after leaving Bank Top 
( 1 mile from Radclifle Bridge) and the fog became 
thick nbout Radclitle goods cabin. I could just aee 
thll lights in the cabin. I saw that the home-signRI 
at Radclift'e goods yard was off, and I also saw tbe 
startiog-11ignat off, but the Radclifle Bridge distant· 
signal (on the same post) was against me; this I was 
just as I was passing the post. My steam was on at 
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this time, and my speed about 40 miles an hour. I 
at once shut off steam, whistled for the guard's break, 
and then applied my own break. I did not re\'erse 
my engine, the break having already locked the 
wheels. l felt the guard's break act slightly on 
passing the Hadcliffe Bridge home-signal, which was 
at danger. My speed then would be 15 miles nu hour, 
and about 1:1 to 10 miles an hour on striking the other 
engine. Neither I nor the fireman jumped off. I 
waM just coming under the bridge when I caught 
sight of the other engine which I thought wo.s at a 
stand. We ought to have stopped at the home-signal, 
and had the weather been clflar this is what I should 
have done. The engine break was very prompt in 
its Retion, I think I had the break on in about two 
seconds. My mate put sand on. I know rule 269 
relating to fogs. I wo.s bruised on the hip and thigh. 

6. James Brown, fireman about 12 month~, six 
months with Critchley.-1 wo.s on the right-hand 11ide of 
the engine. We ran into the fog about Bank Top, and 
on passing Radcliffe goods cabin l\'C could see about 
20 yards in front of us. The signals here were all 
clear, but the Radcliffe Bridge distant-signal wo.s at 
danger; this we saw about 20 yards off. I was 
putting the injector on at the time, but on looking up 
I saw steam was shut off; the break whistle had been 
given, and the break put on. I then looked out 
for the home-signnlar.d found it on ; we pndsed the 
di!ltant-signal at from 35 to 40 miles and the home at 
from 15 to 20 miles an hour, and we struck the engine 
at from 12 to 15 miles an hour. I did not jump off, and 
was slightly hurt in the leg. I cannot say whether 
the goods engine wo.s moving or standing when we 
struck it. We ron about lOO yards after the collision. 
No wheels of the engine or tender were off the rails. 
I did not feel the guards' breaks go ou. 

7. Joseph Gee, guard 16 years.-! left Skipton 
with the express troin on the evening of the 13th two 
minutes late, and Accrington seven or eight minute11 
late; from Accrington the train consisted of a Mid­
land composite, a North British composite, two third­
class, one first-class, one second-class, 0111! n van, the 
fi'l"e last vehicles being coupled together with Fay's 
patent breaks. We kept time to Bury, and ran 
into fog soon af\er leaving Bury ; at Radclifle goods 
yard cabin it became dense, and we could not see 
more than 20 or 30 yard!<. I did not sec the distant­
signal from Radcliffe Bridge stntion, but some­
where near this signal l hea1·d the break whistle, 
and ~aid to a timekeeper who was in the van, 
"He is whistling," and then at oncil applied the 
break, and got it hard on in (probably) ten seconds. 
I think I had it hard on before we passed the 
Radcliffe Bridge home-signal. The spred on the 
whistle being given WWI nvt less than 40 mile.~ nn 
hour, and would be 10 to 12 miles nn hour when we 
struck. I could not sec the front of the train, not 
e'l"en the glare of the engine fire. I had hold of 
the break wh~>-el, and was stunned from a blow 011 

the forehea.d. I WIL~ off duty for four days. l\ly van 
was about at the down end of the platform when we 
stopped. 

8. William Clw.lfer, guord 18 yenr~~, ncting a!l 
imckeeper with the train fi"Om Skipton.-Wc left 
Bury at 9.45, nine minutes late. On passing Rnd­
clilfe good~ yard cabin I saw the home-&ignal off, and 
the fog then bccnme so thick that I could not mukc 
out the Radclifl'c Bridge distnnt-signal. I heard tile 
break whistle ut o~out the position of this signal, the 
speed being about 45 miles o.n hour. The guard 
(who had been close to the b1·en.k handle since leaving 
Bury) immediately applied his break, and I at once 
beard the van wheels skidding. The ~pecd diminished 
nicely, nod was uot more than 10 or 12 milcM an hou1· 
on striking. I wo.s looking out of the window, 
and was thrown down on the bottom of tho van, in­
juring my f:Lcc. I wus oft' duty two days. I booked 
the 14me o£ the collisiou as 9.48. 

(43.-III.) 

9. William Kir/dJg, driver about 20 ye&QI.-I 
started from Chatburn with a goods train for Out­
wood. We were due to leave Chatburn at 1.50, but 
left at 3.25, delayed by block and shunting. We left 
Bury about 9.25, the expres3 bein~ due to leave nt 
9.36, having work to do at Radcliffc goods yord and 
Radclitfe Bridge. It becmne foggy at Hank Top, nod 
wo.s worse at Uadcliff goods yard, whe1·c we put off 
some waggons, and the fog was thicker still on ap­
proaching Radcliffe Bridge whe1·e the signals were on. 
I could see the distant-signal 200 yards oft: I stopped 
at the home-signal and gave a whistle to cross the 
road, the t;igno.lmau lowered the signal, ond gave we a 
green light from the cabin, which hght I saw from the 
bridge. We then proceeded to the top ero11siog, 
which the signalman opened, and the guard unbookcd 
a waggon nnd Yan (all we had on the train) ond I 
gave them a touch to send them through the crossing. 
He then shut the points and we proceeded along the 
up line to the other c•·ossing, I had got as tar as the 
cabin, when I was stopped by two red lights on tho 
platform. I at once shut off steum, reversed, ond got 
steam on, and my mate applied his breok, and we hull 
just got into o. motion of three or four miles an hour 
towards Manchester, when the express ran in. 1 was 
on tho step next the 6 ft. space and was knocked off. 
I wns not hurt. I saw the lights of the engine about 
the bridge, aud theu got on to the step, leaving the 
steam still on. The engine ran os far as tile advonccd­
signal, 120 yards, wllP.J"e it stoppPd. On returning 
to the engine I found the regulator· nearly closed 
from the shock. 

10. Danicl.N~t.Qent, fireman seven years, 11ix months 
with Kirkby.-We were W or 15 yards south of the 
signal-eabin at Uudcliffc Bridge, when we got a red 
light from the cabin and plottorm. I put the hrenk 
on, and my mate shut off steam, reversed and put 
on steam, and we stopped in about 20 yards, and 
were just moving back when I saw the other engine 
close tn the bridge. 1 had turned the break off and 
then got on the step, and was knocked on to the 
platform before I hud timo to jump. I was only 
slightly hurt. We couhl not ~cc moro than 15 or 20 
yarch at this time. 

11. James Taylor, good~ guard eight years.-We 
were 70 minutes late lcaYing Chntburn on the 13th, 
and lost time on the rood,and left Bury about 9.2ti p.m. 
(the cxpre~s being due to leave at 9.36}, having drop­
ped wme waggon!~ in the locomotive siding~. where tho 
signalman said nothing about shunting tor the Skip­
ton express; we had already shunted ou to the down 
line for the 9.15 up train. We detochecl cigllt wag­
gons ot Hndcliflc goods yar•l, ntul left. with one 
waggon' nnd van for Hnclcliffe Bridge. The fog was 
then very bod. I do not think we actually stopped 
at the RadcliiTe Bridge home-signnl, hut came steady 
to the up crossing, where I unhuoked the van and 
wngg')n fl"Dm the engin<', oncl was sent through tile 
crossing. I stopped the van and waggon about the 
middle of the station. I was still in the vnn when 
the collision occurred. I had beard the break whist.le, 
and on hearing it I Cllllecl out nnd gnve my driver a 
red light; he was then about six yards on the Man­
cllester side of me. The speed of the passengpr train 
was 10 to 12 mile<' an hour, ancl when the colli~iiJn 
occurred my cngiuo wus ju~t on the move tow:mls 
Manchester. I was alone in the nn. 

Conclusion. 

This collision occurred in consequence of the neg· 
lect of tho driver of tho pllSSengl•r troin to attend to 
the provisions of I·ule 269; this rule enjoins caution 
in approaching signals in ruse of fog, wherea.c1 in the 
present instance though tho fog was ndmittedly so 
dense that signuls could not be seen for a greater 
distance than about 50 yards, the driver approached 
the Rndcliffe Briclgc distant-signal with steom on, at 
n ~ree•l acknowledged by himoclf to have been ubout 
40 wiles an hour. In consequence of this wan' of 

H 
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caution, and notwithstanding that the coupled wheels 
of the Pngine, as well as all the wheels of the tender 
were fitted with the vacuum brP&k, (which the driver 
says he applied, and which be says promptly took 
effect), notwitht1tanding that the guard's break, apply­
ing to five out of the Aeven vehicles composing the 
train, are said to have been put on very shortly after 
passing the distant-signal, and notwithstanding that 
the gradient rises at 1 in 264 from close to the distant­
signal to the point of collision, the pRS~Wnger train 
came into collision with goods engine at a point 
6.'i0 yards inside the distant~signal, nnd 214 yards 
inside the home-signal (at which latter signal the 
engine ought to have stopped) ut a speed which could 
hnrdly han• be<>n l<>ss thnu 15 miles IUl hour. 

In spite of this ~rent want of caution on the part 
of the driver, yet had the block _t<'ll'graph rules 
not been dcpart{~c.l from thi,. <:olli~ion would not have 
occurred. For the bre1R"h of these rules, I think 
the1·e is hut little c.louht that signalmnn O>rcoran (who 
wa.'l at the time of the colli~ion unrler notice to lcal·e 
the Company's s<>rvirP on account of pr<>vious irregu­
larity in blo<·k working) is to blame, nnd that he gave 
''Line clear" for the ~oods train to lwlditfe goods 
yard while the engine of this train WRS still on the up 
line in the stntion, and nh,.:olut..Jy movi11g 111\Ckward!! 
along thi!-1 line towuJ'(lt~ Bury ; he prohnbly acted tbu!-1 
under the foolish idea that ns he wns bound to 11wp the 
passenger tt·ain Rt tlu• homc-,.:ignnl in ordPr thnt. he 
might infonn thl' rh·ivl'r of thc ah~enee of a tail li~ht 
on the pn•vious tJ'Bin, he might with impunity break 
the block telc~rraph rule~, unc.l thu" ,.:ave the fast trnin 
B little time. 

The driver of the goods engine, while showing 
promptnc~8 in t'IH!f'avouring to gPt hiH engine 
into motion townnh< ::\lanrhP>'IPI' on heing: informed 
of the appr()a(~h of the <:xprPs~, ~o complPtcly lost his 
presence of IDinrl bl'fore jumping off hiH Pngine that 
he forgot to clo~c the regulntor, nnd had the ~hock of 

the collision not cloeed it, the engine would have run 
away towards Manchoster, with resultB which might 
have been most serious. The goods train in this e&tie 
should not have been allowed to leave the locomotive 
sidings at Bury till after the fut train had p&88ed. 
The signalman at these sidings should be informed by 
telegraph as to how fast the trains are running, in 
order that be may know how to deal with goods tl'ains, 
80 88 not to detain them unnecessarily. 

Although even had a fog signalman been at his 
post at the Radcliffe Bridge up distant-signal, the 
collision would have occurred all the S8me,-for BB 

the fog was 80 dense the mo.n would have had to stand 
very ciose to the diatant-signal, and would have 
hardly given more warning than the signal did itself, 
-yet the question is again raised as to the unNLti.s­
factory state of tbing8 with regard to fog signalling 
arrangements, especially in cases such 88 the present 
whl're a fog suddenly comes on, and renders 'he 
attendance of fog signalmen necessary before there J& 
time to summons them from their houses. Som& me­
chanical means of dealing with this question, such as 
that now under trial on the suburban lines of the 
Great Northl•rn Uailway (and 88 I understand with 
satisfactory result.'!) is greatly to be desired. 

It is probable that had the driver of the passenger 
train hsd control of the whole of the break power 
with which it wns supplied he might have stopped 
in time to have avoided the collision. 

The up dist.ant-si~nal at Radcliffe station is not at 
preRent far l'nough from the home-signal, and the 
superintendent of the line proposes to have it repeated 
on the Rndcliffe goods yard up home-signal pas& ; 
this will be a decided improvement. 

T~· S('rretary, 
(Railway Department,) 

Board of Trade. 

I havl', &c., 
c. s. HUTCJUNSON, 

_jfajor-Gcneral R.E. 

Printed copies of the above report. were sent to the Company on the 7th January 1878. 

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY. 

SIR, Darlingtnn, 16th January 1878. 
I HAVF! the honour to roport, for the informa­

tion of the Board of Trade, in compliance with the 
in~tructions contain('rl in the Order of the 2nrl inst., 
the result of my inquiry into the circumstances 
connected with the colli:;ion which took place on the 
29t.h ultimo, nt New MosR Colliery junction, on the 
Skelmersdnlc branch of the Lancashire nnd York!!hire 
Railway. 

In this c.a~e the 7.25 p.m. pas!lcngcr train from 
Rain~ford junction to Ormskirk and Southport came 
into colliRion with n mineral train which wo..~ shunting 
at. the colliery junction. 

l<'ivo pn. ... ~engers arc reported to hnve been injured, 
and the guard of the pa.~scnger train wa.'! also badly 
!'haken. 

In the passenger train the engine had its buffers 
1\nd buffer beam broken, itA cylinder taps and foot­
steps knocketl off, and the &moke-box door damaged. 
The bodies of all the carriages were moved on their 
f1·ame:'. The leading and driving wheels of the 
engine, and the leading wheels of the carriage next it, 
were knocked off the rails. 

In the mineral train two waggons were knocked to 
picees, and two others damaged. 

neacriptio11. 
The Skelmersdale branch is a double line, full of 

tolliery junction~. New Mos~ Colliery junction is 
situated between Bromilow o.nd White Moss east 
colliery junctionf;, n.t each of which junctions there 
Rl't' ~igoal-cabins in which thl" lever!' for workin!! the 
Jl<•int.s anti :;i~nalR u.re concrntmt.ctl nnd propedy 
interlocked, and block tclcgJ·aph working carried on •. 

Bromilow cabin is, however, closed at night, and 
block working is tht•n carri~d on between New :Moss 
and Bn!'hey L<tne junction, li miles from New 1\Io~s. 
As regnrd~ thl' down line, on which the collision 
occurred, the New Moss Colliery junction is protected 
by a down di~tant-!'ignBl and down home-signal, the 
former of the~ !'en·ing also ns th(' down starting· 
signal at Bromilow Colliery junction, nnd the latter 
aiM as the down distant-signal from White Moss 
Colliery junction. 

The down line rises on a gradient of 1 in 128 up 
to the down home-~>ignal. where it changes to a falling 
gradient of I in 190. The collision occurred 50 yards 
west or inside of the down home-signal, and 165 ynrds 
enst. of the signal-cabin. 

Emdence. 

I. Charle11 Lee, passed a!! a driver and in charge of 
engines for three years, fireman six years. I 
started from Rainford junction on the 29th at 
7.32 p.m., seven minutes late (waiting for a train from 
Manchester), with a tank-engine (chimney fil'llt) 
and five vehicle!<, all coupled with Newhall's breaks, 
hnving first to stop at Skelmersdale. I got all right 
signals at Bushey Lane junction. Bromilow distant­
signal, which is the home-signal for Holey Fold 
crossing, WB.'! showing all right. Bromilow home-signal 
WRS not alight, hut I saw that the arm wBS down. 
Bromilow starting-~o'ignal, which is nlso the distant­
signal for New Moss, was not alight, and I conld not 
see whether the arm was nt danger or not. This 
11ignal is ,!!enernlly nlight, anrl I rherefore trented it 
a,.,. u dunger-l"iJ'!;nnl and proceederi slowly to the New 
Moss home-signal ; this wus also not alight, and I WIIS 


	Radd
	BoT_RadcliffeBridge1877
	1877 likely_342
	1877 likely_343
	1877 likely_344
	1877 likely_345




